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The Lamb has become the Shepherd 

 The Lamb is our salvation 

 The Lamb is the Good Shepherd 

 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be 

pleasing in your sight, O LORD, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

He had shepherded the lamb for a full year, pastured and 

watered it, cared for it, protected it. There was a relationship there, 

as much as there could be between a shepherd and his sheep. The 

lamb was perfect. But it was time to go to the temple for the 

festival, and he was unclean. There’s no way this worshipper could 

approach God covered in sin. 

So he brought his lamb. The lamb stood there before him 

looking up as the man put his hands on its head and confessed his 

sins. And then, with a quick slash of the knife through the bottom 

of that innocent animal’s throat, the artery was severed and the 

blood came pouring.  Here’s where the priest jumped in, catching 

the blood in the special bowls. The man then saw that blood being 

sprinkled on the altar, and then, as he continued to butcher and skin 

the animal, he felt it sprinkled on him, cleansing him so he could 

approach. 

That scene played out over and over like a broken record. 

First at the tabernacle, and then at the temple. The lamb was 

brought, slaughtered, sacrificed - so the worshipper could 

approach. How would you like to be the lamb in that scenario? 

That’s why Jesus came. And in front of people who lived 

their lives in that scene, who had sacrificed more lambs than they 

could remember, John the Baptist cried out, “Look the lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

In the Sunday morning Bible study series we did leading up 

to Easter, we studied all those parts of Old Testament worship and 

saw their Nexus, their connection to us through Jesus.  Today our 

sermon text makes full use of those images, as we see Jesus, the 

lamb at the center of the throne, worthy of all the glory and honor 

and praise and thanks we sang him this morning because he 

willingly became that Lamb for us. You see the “Dignus est 



Agnus,” that ancient song we sang as a response to our forgiveness 

today, actually comes from what the elders around the throne were 

singing a little earlier in this scene. It means “the Lamb is worthy.” 

But, here’s the thing. We also see Jesus on the other side of 

that. After all, it is Good Shepherd Sunday. Today, the heavenly 

elder we hear speaking in Revelation 7 tells us that that Lamb has 

become the Shepherd. So now, instead of sacrificing his sheep for 

his own good, he can point to his own sacrifice for them. 

The Lamb has become the Shepherd. The richness of that 

image is mind blowing.  It would take an eternity to do that feat 

justice as we try to understand it and praise God for it.  Thankfully, 

we’ll have an eternity to do just that. 

You see, the scene in our text is a scene from our future, a 

scene from heaven.  The apostle John is given a special sneak peek 

in this vision we know as the Revelation of St. John, the last book 

of the Bible. John sees heaven and tells us what he sees and what it 

means. 

He’s looking at the throne.  But he’s not alone. He’s there 

with a crowd he says “no one could count from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in 

front of the Lamb.”  And he hears their praise. The first thing 

they say about the Lamb is that Salvation is his.  Real literally, 

salvation is “of him.” It’s from him.  He accomplished our 

salvation. 

You know what they are talking about, right? Just over 

three weeks ago on Good Friday, we watched that sacrifice - more 

gruesome than any animal slaughtered at the temple. This was 

Mary’s son, John’s friend, our brother. Through the Gospel 

writer’s vivid witness, we saw the whips, the thorns, the nails, the 

spear, the blood that was  demanded to sprinkle on the worshippers 

and make them clean. 

That’s how it’s described in the explanation that heavenly 

elder gives to John when he’s showing him what this scene means.  

Look there in verse 14, when John asks that elder to answer his 

own question about who all these people were: “These are they 

who have come (or, more literally, are coming) out of the great 

tribulation (They are the ones who die as our world goes through 

all the junk it is going through.  But then notice what makes them 

special.) They have washed their robes and made them white in 



the blood of the Lamb.  It was that substitutionary blood that gave 

them the right to be there.  They are clean because they were 

sprinkled by that blood. The Old Testament believers were able to 

worship at the temple because the sacrificial lamb they brought had 

his blood spilt. We are able to worship today because of Jesus’ 

sacrifice. 

Now, that Old Testament believer was clean until they 

sinned again. Then the sacrifice had to be made again.  That’s part 

of the picture of daily morning and evening sacrifice. That’s why 

they were offered every day, because the people sinned every day. 

So lambs were slain every day.  We can relate to that, can’t we, 

that need every day?  

Consider this: Do you remember how exciting Easter was? 

How pumped up you were when you were shouting back to me 

whenever I said “Christ is Risen!” How thrilling it was to think 

that you have eternal life in the Living One and how committed 

you were to making sure you were regularly reminded of that? Do 

you remember that?  Now, have you done it? Have you lived these 

past 3 weeks like you are victorious and perfect and heaven-

bound? For myself, I’d love to say “every minute” – but we know 

it’s not that easy. 

So we needed that substitute.  We needed the lamb. 

There was an NBC news special, what, 15 years ago. It told 

the story of the reading of a list of names that had taken place 60 

years earlier. Auschwitz, 1941: There was an escape attempt, and 

so to discourage that kind of thing, the officers selected 10 names 

at random, and those people would be forced into a cell where they 

would stay confined until they died of starvation. The first name 

read was Frandishek Gasovachek, a Polish Jew.  He heard his 

name and cried out, “Wait, I have a wife and children.”   

That’s when you find out the one telling the story is Mr. 

Gasovachek. He tells how a Franciscan priest stepped forward and 

volunteered to take his place. That priest lasted in that cell for 

almost 6 months before he died. That’s when the 82-year old 

interviewee leads the cameras to a little monument in his backyard. 

On it was engraved the words: “In memory of Maximillan 

Kolba. He died in my place.” Every day Gasovachek lived after 

1941, he lived with the knowledge “I live because someone died 

for me.” 



Friends, we live because someone died for us. The Lamb of 

God paid for our sins with his sacrifice. And Christ is Risen! He is 

risen indeed! That lamb that was slain is the one on the throne, 

victorious.  And more than a monument, we have an eternity to 

thank him for it. 

Now, realize, Satan and our sinful world and my laziness 

and busyness and worry and apathy all try to keep us from those 

songs of praise. I don’t have to say too much about that. You know 

what I’m talking about, right?  When we get too busy with 

everything else to live like those saints around the throne… when 

our conversations with co-workers are not shouting his 

praise…when our interactions with family members are not 

displaying the kindness and forgiveness that would live praise to 

the lamb... We fail at our praising of the Lamb. 

So, thankfully, this lamb doesn’t leave us alone to mess up 

our singing of his praise.  He’s with us to strengthen us in that 

battle.  You see, For, verse 17 tells us, the Lamb at the center of 

the throne has become the shepherd.   

Think about that picture.  We hear him saying it in our 

Gospel lesson, in that chapter where he calls himself the Good 

Shepherd, describing us as hearing his voice and following him.  

He promises we will never perish.  He reminds us that no one can 

snatch us out of his hand. 

And that kind of provision and protection will last for 

eternity.  Look at verse 15, describing those who are taken home 

from here to heaven, describing us one day: 15 Therefore, "they 

are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in 

his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent 

over them.  16 Never again will they hunger; never again will 

they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching 

heat.  17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their 

shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."   

Every tear of the struggle will be gone – because the one 

who was sacrificed in our place is right now preparing our new 

place.  That’s what it means that Christ is Risen!  He is risen 

indeed! 



Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and 

honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen 


