
You have complete unity in Christ 

1. Unity grounded in Jesus' glory 

2. Unity growing in the knowledge of God 

3. Unity gathering more believers to God's Son 

  
John 17:20-26 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who 

will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them 

may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave 

me, that they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you 

in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world 

know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 

have loved me.  

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 

where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given 

me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I 

know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26 I have 

made you known to them, and will continue to make you 

known in order that the love you have for me may be in them 

and that I myself may be in them.” 

---------- 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, dear brothers and sisters, 



Twenty-five years ago four Los Angeles police officers were 

acquitted of the charges against them. They had been charged with 

using excessive force in attempting to subdue and arrest a man 

named Rodney King. An amateur video of the beating that Rodney 

King received seemed to show that the police were way out of line. 

Since Rodney King was black and the officers were white, the 

acquittal was perceived as racially motivated. So, after the acquittal, 

six days of racial riots erupted in Los Angeles. 

I don't know what was in the heads of those four police officers or 

the jurors. Were they motivated by racism? Maybe so. Maybe not. 

But one thing is for sure: rioting was not the answer. The riots 

resulted in 53 deaths, 2,383 injuries, more than 7,000 fires, and 

damages to over 3,000 businesses. Ironically, Rodney King himself 

spoke out against the rioting and uttered those now-famous words: 

“Can we all get along?” I admire the maturity that Rodney King 

showed that day. 

So, “can we all get along?” Well, you tell me, was 2016 a year of 

peace and harmony between people? No, it wasn't. In fact, racial 

violence, political violence, and criminal violence all seem worse 

than ever before. Meanwhile, all over the world, radical Islamic 

extremists seem bent on killing as many people as possible. And just 

in the last month or so, it seems like North Korea has decided to 

test-fire about one nuclear missile per week. Everywhere you look, 

the world is marked by a common denominator: division and 

disunity. People are divided against each other, and they hate 

whoever is on the other side. 



Actually, this shouldn't be surprising to you and me. St. Paul said 

that the natural state of every human being involves “[living] in 

malice and envy, being hated and hating one another” (Titus 

3:3). There will always be division and disunity in this sinful world. 

But it's easy to point the finger. What about you and me? Do you 

and I bear responsibility for any of the disunity in the world? I can 

immediately think of the objections my own heart raises. “Wait a 

minute! I haven't started any wars! I haven't started any riots! I 

don't have plans to bomb anyone. I don't express racist attitudes. 

How can I divide people when I'm not even a politician?” But, see, 

all of that is a false standard. It isn't God's standard. God's standard 

shows that the finger of judgment rightly ought to point at us, too. 

After all, think of the division and disunity your many sins have 

caused among the people in your life. Bickering, fighting, lies, 

gossip, all these create division and disunity. Yet, that's just the 

stuff on the surface—that's stuff we can all agree is wrong. 

What's more toxic is the division and disunity that we fool ourselves 

into thinking is an act of love. Maybe you've watched a brother or a 

sister in the faith drown themselves in some kind of sin. While they 

were dragged farther and farther from their Savior, you didn't speak 

up because you thought, “Who am I to judge?” But see, that wasn't 

love... that was cowardice. Instead of bringing God's Word to rescue 

them, you just stood by and watched them descend into disunity—

disunity between them and you; disunity between them and Jesus. 



Or maybe you've got that friend in your life who you know has 

spiritual beliefs that simply aren't true. And rather than living up to 

your calling as a Christian to gently and lovingly show them the 

truth from God's Word, you just ignore it. That is the path most 

Protestant Evangelicals have been taking for 500 years: “Let's just 

agree to disagree.” Here's where that's led us. Last year, Lifeway 

Research discovered that 71% of people with Evangelical beliefs 

agreed with the false doctrine that Jesus is a created being—an 

ancient heresy called Arianism. 48% of people with Evangelical 

beliefs—almost half—think that God accepts worship from all 

religions, including Judaism and Islam. What the Bible actually says 

is that God hates all worship that doesn't come from faith in Jesus 

(cf. Isaiah 1:10-15). 54% of people with Evangelical beliefs think 

that “most people are good by nature,” when the Bible says that 

“we were by nature objects of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3). 82% of 

people with Evangelical beliefs think that people have the ability to 

turn to God on their own, when the Bible says that by nature, “The 

man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come 

from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he 

cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 

discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). I could go on and on from these 

findings, but here's the point: there is staggering spiritual disunity 

and division out there. Not only does it put souls in danger, it has 

put a black eye on the church. It has driven people away from the 

faith and into every kind of evil we see around us all the time. And 

yet, we turn a blind eye to it. 



Friends, you and I are guilty of failing to love our neighbor, failing to 

care for their soul. Your friends are plagued with false teachings that 

Satan will try to use to lead them away from saving faith. Instead of 

working in love to heal that disunity, we fail to speak up. You and I 

stand by as the devil uses false teaching to toy with our friends. 

Meanwhile, what a fine message that sends to our friends who have 

no regard for spiritual things! Make no mistake, they are noticing 

that you and I claim to care about the truth, but we take about as 

little action to speak the truth as they do. This is a sin that calls for 

you and me to repent. 

With so much hatred and so much falsehood flying around out there, 

is there hope for unity in this world? If it were up to you and me, 

there would be no hope. However, it is not up to you and me. The 

Lord Jesus himself has prayed for true unity, complete unity among 

those who believe in him. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus 

prayed to the Heavenly Father. He prayed that his twelve disciples 

would be kept safe from the devil and all the devil's schemes. And 

then he continued and said, “My prayer is not for them alone”—

not for the twelve disciples alone. “I pray also for those who will 

believe in me through their message, that all of them may be 

one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 

also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that 

they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May 

they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that 

you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  



“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 

where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given 

me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I 

know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have 

made you known to them, and will continue to make you 

known in order that the love you have for me may be in them 

and that I myself may be in them.” (John 17:20-26). 

Jesus' prayer was for you. Jesus' prayer—the prayer of a righteous 

man—is powerful and effective. It is completely in line with God's 

will. It is a prayer that God has graciously answered, and whose 

blessings belong to you even now. You have complete unity in 

Christ. It's unity grounded in Jesus' glory, unity growing in the 

knowledge of God, and unity gathering more believers to God's Son. 

Do you remember how Jesus spoke about glory? Jesus spoke about 

his impending crucifixion and death and he said, “Now is the Son 

of Man glorified” (John 13:31). Jesus' glory was in offering his 

righteous life to cover over every one of your sins, including our 

failure to speak the truth in love to our neighbor. And in order to be 

that perfect sacrifice, Jesus never failed to speak the truth in love to 

those who needed to hear it. Jesus never failed to gently and 

lovingly correct a false teaching when he had the opportunity. Jesus 

refused to “agree to disagree” with the false-teaching religious 

leaders of his day. He did all that because he knew what was at 

stake: the glory of God. God's glory is found in his complete and 

total selfless sacrifice to take away all your sins. God's glory is found 



in that he did all the work, he earned heaven for you, and nothing 

you do contributes to you being saved at all, not in the least. You 

have complete unity in Christ, a unity grounded in Jesus' glory. 

When you and I put our faith in Christ alone, leaning on his grace 

alone—his undeserved love alone—and receiving that grace through 

faith alone, then together, you have complete unity in Christ. We 

are united in being fully and freely forgiven of all sins; united in 

being equally loved and cherished by the Father; united in receiving 

the gifts of Jesus' glorious death and resurrection for each of us. 

Jesus prayed, “Father, I want those you have given me to be 

with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have 

given me because you loved me before the creation of the 

world” (John 17:24). We shall see that glory face to face in heaven, 

but we can see a glimpse of it even now! You see it in your suffering 

Savior, bleeding and dying for your sins, rising from the dead to 

guarantee your own resurrection. That is his glory! That's where 

true, authentic unity comes from. You have complete unity in 

Christ, a unity grounded in Jesus' glory. 

What's more, you have complete unity in Christ and it is a unity 

growing in the knowledge of God. We are connected to his grace 

through faith alone, but the wonderful truth is that even your faith is 

not up to you. None of us can make the claim that by our own 

thinking or choosing we believed in Jesus or came to him. No, in 

fact, Jesus prayed “Righteous Father, though the world does 

not know you, I know you, and they”—believers—“know that 

you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will 

continue to make you known in order that the love you have 



for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them” 

(John 17:25-26). It was Jesus himself—and the Holy Spirit whom he 

sent into our hearts at our baptism—who caused us to know God as 

he truly is. And daily, by the Holy Spirit, Jesus continues to make 

God known to you through his Word, through Bible study. Our faith 

and our spiritual knowledge can only grow through the reading and 

study of God's own powerful Word in the Bible, through Scripture 

alone. You and I share that. We both need Jesus to continue to 

reveal the truth to us day after day, and graciously he does just 

that. You have complete unity in Christ and it is a unity growing 

in the knowledge of God. 

Then, with this unity grounded in Jesus' glory, with this unity 

growing in the knowledge of God, you have complete unity in 

Christ and it is also a unity gathering more believers to God's Son. 

You see the chaos, hatred, and strife around you in this world. You 

see how every social and political solution has not only failed, but 

actually made things worse. I know you see it. Our world is crying 

out like that man from Macedonia in Paul's dream: “Come … and 

help us” (Acts 16:9). And there's only one way to help. There's only 

one way to build unity in our neighborhood, in our county, in our 

country, in our world. The only way to build unity is through the 

message of Jesus Christ crucified for the forgiveness of sins. And 

you have Jesus' own prayers behind you. You have complete 

unity in Christ as you and I work together to spread that message. 

Jesus said, “I pray also for those who will believe in me 

through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, 

just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us 



 

so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 

17:20-21). See, that is why you and I care so deeply to speak the 

truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth. It's why you and I care 

so deeply to lovingly rebuke false teaching. Because what Jesus 

actually offers, is so much better than any lie of any false teaching. 

“The Spirit and the bride”--that's the Church, that's you and me--

“The Spirit and the bride say, 'Come!' And let him who hears 

say, 'Come!' Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever 

wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life” 

(Revelation 22:17). In Christ alone, by his grace alone, received 

through faith alone, taught in Scripture alone, you have the privilege 

to give to the world the free gift of the water of everlasting life. And 

you aren't alone! You have complete unity in Christ! A unity 

gathering more believers to God's Son! 

There really is no unity in this world apart from Christ. But Christ, 

the Son of God, who lives and rules eternally, creates unity with his 

Word. By God's grace, you have complete unity in Christ, a unity 

grounded in Jesus' glory; a unity growing in the knowledge of God, 

and a unity gathering more believers to God's Son. Amen. 

 

 


