
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain... 

1. ... to give us life! 
2. ... to give us reverent joy! 

  
Revelation 5:11-14 

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 

thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they sang: 

     “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

          to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
          and honor and glory and praise!” 

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, 

and all that is in them, singing: 

     “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

          be praise and honor and glory and power, 

          for ever and ever!” 

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

---------- 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, dear brothers and sisters, 

Although Revelation is probably one of the Bible's most misunderstood books, it actually isn't that 

difficult. I'll grant you: some of the details can be a little tricky, but if you pull back and look at the big 

picture Revelation paints, it isn't scary or difficult at all. It's a book of comfort with a simple message: 

Jesus wins; the devil and those who believe his lies, they lose; and Jesus protects his believers and 

shares his victory with us forever. 

Right from the start of John's visions in Revelation, one of the dominant themes is that God is in 

control—the Lord Jesus rules and guides all things. That certainly comes through in the vision which 

today's Second Lesson comes from. 

In this vision, John sees God on his throne seated at the center of heaven. Along with God, there are 

two different groups in this throne room. “Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other 

thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had 



crowns of gold on their heads” (Revelation 4:4). These elders represent all believers from both Old 

Testament times up to the present. How do I know that? Because of the number twenty-four, which 

comes from the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles. The second group in the throne 

room“were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. The 

first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a 

man, the fourth was like a flying eagle” (Revelation 4:6-8). This is definitely a little surreal, but 

these living creatures are angels, servants of God, and it seems that each one is assigned to a 

different segment of God's creation. Think about their faces: a lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle. So 

you've got wild animals, domestic animals, mankind, and all flying creatures. So, if these details are 

getting a little tricky, again, let's step back and think, “What's the big picture?” Here it is: all creation 

belongs to God and he rules over all things—certainly over his believers, but also over all living things. 

To drive this point home, here's what John saw next: “Then I saw in the right hand of him who 

sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. And I saw 

a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, 'Who is worthy to break the seals and open the 

scroll?' But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even 

look inside it”(Revelation 5:1-3). Are you wondering what this scroll is? Again, we just need to think 

“big picture” – what is the one thing that no one can possibly learn or know? It's the future. It's 

“sealed up” from humans, even from angels. And that can certainly cause frustration. In fact, as John 

was having this vision, he “wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open 

the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, 'Do not weep! See, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its 

seven seals.' 

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, 

encircled by the four living creatures and the elders” (Revelation 5:4-6). This is none other than 

Jesus himself! Remember, John the Baptist had called Jesus, “The Lamb of God” (John 

1:29,35). So, “[the Lamb] came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on 

the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 

fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of 

incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song: 

     'You are worthy to take the scroll 

          and to open its seals, 

     because you were slain, 

          and with your blood you purchased men for God 

          from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

     You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,  

          and they will reign on the earth'” (Revelation 5:7-10). 



Then, almost like the very first Christmas night, there were suddenly innumerable angels surrounding 

the entire throne room and they started singing: 

     “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

          to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

          and honor and glory and praise!” (Revelation 5:12). 

And all creation answered the song of the angels with a song of their own. John “heard every 

creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 

singing: 

     'To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  

          be praise and honor and glory and power, 

          for ever and ever!' 

The four living creatures said, 'Amen,' and the elders fell down and worshiped” (Revelation 

5:13). 

Step back. Look at the big picture here. All creation belongs to God. With reverent awe before the 

Holy One, all creation glorifies the Lord. Jesus, God's Son—who is true God himself and who also sits 

on the throne—he is in control of all history. He rules and guides all things. 

So, at this point, maybe you're thinking, “Pastor, thank you for that little lesson on Revelation. It 

certainly was fascinating. But what does that have to do with my life? How does that help me pay the 

bills or get along with my spouse or raise my kids or fix my broken relationships or deal with that 

coworker who seems to hate me?” 

Well, here's my answer: it has everything to do with all of that and so much more. Do you know why 

you and I struggle to see that connection? Because of our sinful lack of awe and reverence for our 

almighty Lord Jesus. 

Our culture has made irreverence into a positive thing. A popular comedy film boasts about 

being “[this] year's most wildly irreverent, must-see comedy hit!” We have come to see it as 

fun not only to be impolite and crude, but also to tear everything down to our level, as though nothing 

is worthy of any higher dignity, honor, respect, or reverence than what we give to ourselves. And yes, 

you and I even treat God that way. 

Irreverence toward God shows through in a “ho hum” attitude toward sins. “Oh, well. No big deal. No 

big deal that I misused God's gift of money on wasteful things. No big deal that I disrespected my 

spouse today. No big deal that I failed to teach some of God's Word to my kids today. No big deal that 



I'm still holding that grudge against a family member. No big deal that I undermined my jerk of a co-

worker.” But it is a big deal and it's pure irreverence when we fail to understand that the Holy God 

demands justice for our sins. Psalm 11 says, “The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord is on his 

heavenly throne. He observes the sons of men; his eyes examine them. The Lord examines 

the righteous, but the wicked and those who love violence, his soul hates. On the wicked he 

will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will be their lot” (Psalm 11:4-6). 

Because of our sin and irreverence, you and I are not worthy to be part of God's kingdom. Our 

tainted, sinful blood cannot pay for all the sins we have so casually, so irreverently committed. 

And yet, “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Yes, that's Jesus, “the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world”(John 1:29). That's the Savior whom we worship and 

in whom we place all our trust! We join the angels and sing, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to 

give us life.” 

In the Old Testament, when God brought his people out of Egypt, he had them slaughter a lamb and 

paint its blood on the door posts of their homes. When the tenth plague came upon the Egyptians—a 

plague to kill all the firstborn children—God's people were spared. God saw the blood of the lamb on 

their doorposts and he passed over them. The blood of the lamb saved their lives. That lamb was an 

unwilling sacrifice. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was willingly slain to save your life, to give you life 

forever. What a joy to worship him with reverent awe. Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to give 

us life! 

Above all, the reason Jesus, the Lamb of God, is worthy is because he always showed reverent awe 

toward God the Father. Think of the reverent awe toward God expressed in the Lord's Prayer. Think of 

the reverent awe Jesus showed in seriously, but lovingly dealing with sinners—showing what they had 

done wrong, but pointing them to repentance and forgiveness. Think of the reverent awe with which 

Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper, giving us his very own true body and blood, shed on the cross, for 

the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus' blood coursed with reverent awe for God. And when he shed his 

blood on the cross, when you eat and drink his body and blood in the Sacrament, that holy, precious 

blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, covers you. “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,” yes! And his 

worthiness covers over your unworthiness. In him, you are forgiven forever, granted life 

forever. Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to give us life! 

The resurrection of this Lamb who was slain proves all this is true. Because he has risen from the 

dead, the angelic hosts of heaven rightly sing out: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to 

receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 

praise!” (Revelation 5:12). And here's what the Lamb of God does with his power and wealth and 

wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise: he uses all of that to protect you from the devil 



and his temptations, to keep you secure in the one, true faith, and to finally deliver you safely into 

everlasting life. The Holy One who created all things and who rules and guides all history—he stoops 

down to pick up his fallen creatures, rescue them from death, and share his glory with them. Like the 

elders in John's vision, we cannot help ourselves from falling down to worship: “Worthy is the Lamb 

who was slain to give us life!” 

In the process, he changes our lives here and now as well. He transforms our hearts, replacing 

irreverence with reverence. So now every moment of our lives is an act of worship that cries out 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to give us reverent joy!” 

With his power and wealth and wisdom and strength at your side, reverent joy will course through 

your actions. He leads you to treat God's gifts of money with reverent joy and with holy purpose, 

using it to serve and love your family and your neighbor. He leads you to treat God's gift of a spouse 

with reverent joy, uplifting and supporting them with words and actions. He leads you to treat God's 

gift of children with reverent joy, pointing them to the Lamb of God with life examples all along the 

way. He leads you to treat all relationships with reverent joy, being “quick to listen,” and, “slow to 

speak and slow to become angry” (James 1:19). Yes, it is the Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God, “who 

works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose”(Philippians 2:13). What an 

amazing Lord we have! How easy it is to fall down and worship him! Worthy is the Lamb who was 

slain to give us reverent joy! 

One day, in his abundant wisdom, Jesus will return with all his glory and power to give us the wealth 

of everlasting life in heaven. In that place, free of all sin and sadness, there will only be reverence and 

awe for the Holy God who made us and saved us. With nothing but gladness in our hears, we will sing 

out: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to give us life! Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to 

give us reverent joy! “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and 

glory and power, for ever and ever!” (Revelation 5:13). Amen. 

 


