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IN ALL THINGS 

So, I was late this week.  The bulletin was printed and folded 

before I had written my sermon. In fact, with everything going on, I 

didn’t write this until yesterday – so the theme in the bulletin isn’t right. 

It should say – “In all things.” In fact, the text listed isn’t quite right 

either.  Our sermon today will be based on just the first verse of that text 

listed there: Romans 8:28 – “We know that in all things God works 

for the good of those who love him, who have been called according 

to his purpose.” That was also the key verse for Friday at Soccer Camp, 

so hopefully all the Soccer Camp kids will be able to remind you what 

the text is, even if you don’t see it there. So let’s pray. 

LORD, may the words of my mouth and the meditation of our 

hearts be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 If you can’t tell from the soccer fields painted behind the church 

or the pictures scrolling on the screen in the gathering area or the tired 

but happy eyes of the volunteers, or even the cover of the bulletin, I will 

say it - this week was Soccer Camp, this great opportunity to invite the 

kids of our community to have fun with a great sport and also take nearly 

an hour a day talking about God and how much he loves them – between 

the opening and closing devotion and the 25 minute Bible time and the 

prayer at snack – it’s more than just a soccer camp. 

 The reason we do it is so that we can show them all how much 

God loves them. And this year, the theme of the camp was “Following 

God’s Game Plan.” Our theme verse was that one from Jeremiah 29 

where God talks about his plans for us. You heard the kids recite it in the 

children’s sermon – “For I know the plans I have for you declares the 

LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.”   

Think of how cool that is. God, the Creator of all, all powerful, 

who can just say the Word and life springs into existence, that God has 

plans for you. And they are plans for your good. Plans to prosper you, he 

says. 

And our sermon text says much the same thing: We know that 

in all things God works for the good of those who love him. 

In ALL things. 

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him. 

We know it. 



Do we? That in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him? Do we know that? 

Ask the wife who was looking forward to her 50th wedding 

anniversary with her husband who now is trying to figure out what to do 

with his ashes. 

Ask the Soccer player who came down to help teach our kids 

soccer this week who blew out his knee in the first couple minutes of the 

coaches game after the camp was done on Friday, and then got to hang 

out with me all afternoon in an ER waiting room, wondering whether 

he’ll ever get to play college soccer again. 

Ask the family who can’t ever seem to get ahead, whose bills are 

all past due, and whose patience with each other is fried. 

Ask the married couple who can’t figure out what they saw in 

each other and they don’t see any hope. 

Ask the person looking back at you in the mirror. Do you always 

know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him? 

Do you always live like that? …like you know that? 

 Think about this. On Thursday, our story was that of Silas and 

Paul – the guy who wrote our verse today – it was when they were in 

prison in Philippi. Do you remember that story?  If not, there are some of 

the extra comic books that told the story on the table in the gathering 

area. Please take one. Read it. Give it to someone who would like it.  But 

anyway – the story goes like this. Paul and Silas were doing what God 

told them to do, sharing the message of Jesus. And God was blessing it, 

giving them the power to drive out a demon. It was great. Until those 

who didn’t want them working there got them arrested. Paul and Silas 

were stripped publicly, beaten, flogged, and thrown into prison, stuck in 

the stocks. 

 Ask them. Do you know that in all things, even in this, that God 

is working for good? You think it felt like that as their backs bled and 

their bones ached, and they didn’t know when they’d see daylight again? 

Well, apparently, they did know it. They knew that even in this God was 

working for good. You see, the Bible tells us that they were praying and 

singing hymns to God while all this was going on, telling the other 

prisoners about him. No, the situation did not look good, but they trusted 

that promise of God. And by the end of the story God had given them the 

privilege of baptizing the jailer and his family, watching God work, 

winning victories for the Gospel. 

 In all things, even prison and beating, God was working for 

good. They knew it. 

 But what about when you don’t feel like you know that? What 

about when you don’t see the good he’s working? The reality is, we go 

through some junk. And sometimes it’s not just when we are doing what 



we are supposed to. Sometimes it is when we are acting like we aren’t 

those who love God, when we shouldn’t have his promise. 

 But here’s the thing, we do. You are the ones he is talking about 

in this verse – those who love God, who have been called according to 

his purpose. You were called. He called you by name in your Baptism. 

He washed you clean and called you his child. Through the power of the 

Word, you were called so that you decided to be here today to hear his 

promises. You are the ones for whose good God is working all things, all 

things, even an execution.  In fact, especially an execution. 

 Do you know what I’m talking about?  Next time you look at 

your situation and don’t see the good being worked – I want you to open 

your Bible, or come here to hear it. I want you to remind yourself about 

the world’s most horrendous, most unjust execution. Take a minute and 

look at the scene in your mind’s eye. God’s Son, stripped, even of his 

undergarment, beaten and flogged nearly beyond recognition, pulverized 

to exhaustion, dying on the cross. See that scene, because in that scene, 

as ugly as it is, as unfair as it is, you KNOW how God was working for 

good, don’t you?  In that scene you see your guilt paid for, all the times 

you didn’t live like you trusted God’s promise, all the times you 

complained about the bad instead of praising God for the good, all the 

times you forgot that God was letting the trials and tests come to prosper 

you and not to harm you, to give you the hope of an absolutely certain 

future in heaven.  Jesus on the cross is the scene that works that good – 

your eternal good. 

 And if that good could come from that bad – boy, we’ve got no 

reason to doubt God will keep his promise to us, that in all things he is 

working for our good, even when there is so much we don’t know.  It’s 

interesting, just 2 verses before our verse here in Romans, Paul had been 

talking about how the Spirit helps us when we are at that point and we 

don’t even know what to pray for, it’s so confusing. When things are so 

mish mashed and not what you wanted and you try to pray but don’t even 

know where to start. Then he goes right from talking about that, about 

what we don’t know – to about what we do.  Even in the midst of our 

confusion and grief, we know that even this, God is working for good. 

 Let me tell you 2 quick stories from my life.  One from long ago, 

one from now. First, 22 years ago, many of you know this, I told it to the 

kids in my bible study group, 22 years ago, my sister was killed by a 

drunk driver. That was bad. Even as a 20 year old I could see that. This 

man broke the law, did something evil and now my sister was dead. But, 

even that was covered by this “all things” promise. Think about it. Was it 

“good” for my sister? She’s in heaven, never having to worry about 

being sick or injured, never having to worry about guilt or shame. 

There’s no greater good. But it was more than that. At the funeral, some 



of her friends from work, who had not really ever even thought of 

church, heard comfort and confidence from the Word that blew them 

away and some of them started coming more often and the kingdom of 

God grew in their hearts.  That’s good.  But the promise was for me too, 

as I was hurting, missing my sister.  And God kept it. 20 years later I see 

how valuable that pain in my life was for me today, as I try to bring 

comfort to those who lose loved ones. God was training me to be able to 

understand a little of what they are going through so he can use me.  In 

all things, God worked for the good. 

 2nd story – this call. Seven weeks ago, I was called to serve as 

pastor of Divine Savior Lutheran Church in Doral, FL, and I was given 

the responsibility to prayerfully consider and decide whether I would 

take that call or continue to serve here at Abiding Grace. With every call 

I’ve had to decide, I have said the same thing. I have no desire to leave 

here. Amazing things are happening by God’s grace and I love serving 

here with you. Yet, I have to consider where I feel God can best use me 

for his kingdom. And I will say this one has been harder than most 

because of the unbelievable potential there seems to be at that 

congregation, and of course, you know all the opportunities that are in 

front of this congregation. 

 This has been unbelievably hard. Whichever decision I would 

make would mean missing out on opportunities in order to take 

advantage of other opportunities. It would mean disappointing one group 

of people in order to serve another. My friends asked me the other day 

when “happy Jon” would be back. I’m thinking that as we’ve been going 

through this, I haven’t been great at focusing on the good God is working 

through this difficult process.  But I know it is there. Just the process has 

made me evaluate everything. On Thursday, I called our congregation’s 

president to kind of give him some heads up and we talked about how I 

felt like I should push myself outside of my comfort zone in order to 

grow in my ability to serve. He agreed. He told me he’d been meaning to 

talk to me and encourage me wherever I ended up to pursue a phd or do 

something so that I’m constantly having to grow. We talked about the 

importance of constantly pushing ourselves as a congregation so that we 

don’t get into a rut. If nothing else, this brutal month and a half of 

deliberating has worked that good, reminding us to keep analyzing what 

we are doing and finding ways to empower every member to use their 

gifts for God’s work and his glory. 

 We should have known God would keep his promises. We 

certainly know he will. We know that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him. 

Praise God!   

In Christ, Amen. 


