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Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 

It was a joy to worship with you at Abiding Grace - Newton County yesterday as we 

celebrated our Lord's ascension to heaven. If you weren't able to join us, the 

sermon from yesterday is below. Read it, and then come grow with us next week! 

 

In Christ, 

Vicar Micah Plocher  

After Ascension: A Portrait of Jesus 

  
  

Revelation 19:11-16 

http://mailchi.mp/abidinggrace/sermon-jcplu08we3?e=5c92567f55


       11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With 

justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him 

that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of 

heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a 

sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury 

of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  

 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  

----------  

 

 

What does Jesus look like? Have you ever thought about it? Even if you 

haven’t taken up paper and pencil to sketch it out, I think we all have a picture 

in our minds. We almost have to as we hear the stories retold and think about 

what he did for us. 

  

There was an article from a few years ago entitled “The Real Face of Jesus.” It 

tells how forensic anthropologists used various data to recreate the face of a 

typical man from first-century A.D. Jerusalem. They came up with a picture of 

a man who was very different from what we see in our stained glass windows 

– short, curly dark hair; dark eyes; brown skin. Maybe it’s not as earth-

shattering as the journalist would have you believe, but it does certainly give 

you something else to consider as you picture your Savior and his work for 

you. 

  

But where does your picture of Jesus stop? I think we’ve got the Christmas 

picture – the baby in the manger. We’ve got the 12-year-old at the temple. 

We’ve got the wedding at Cana, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter. We have 

a picture of the ascension. But as soon as he gets up to those clouds – as 

soon as they drift in front of him – what is your picture of Jesus then? Do you 



have a way to picture him as he is now, in heaven? Or is there a part of you 

that thinks of Jesus’ ascension as the end, the last we see of Jesus? 

  

That’s an idea to fight against. When you separate your Savior from yourself 

by almost 2000 years, it starts to affect the way you look at the world. The 

forgiveness he won for us becomes a distant fact that you struggle to apply to 

yourself and others. The care he shows us becomes harder and harder to see. 

“I will be with you to the very end of the age” loses its comfort. “You will be my 

witnesses” loses its appeal. 

  

But guess what? Jesus knew we’d have this struggle. He knew our sinful 

natures would try to crowd him out and stick him in a distant corner of our 

minds and lives. He knew we would be tempted to treat his ascension as the 

end, and so he helps us out. He peels back the clouds and opens a window 

into heaven to give us a picture of himself as he is now. 

  

Let’s take a look again at our lesson from Revelation 19 and see the self-

portrait that Jesus painted for John, who passed it down to us: He saw “a 

white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he 

judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are 

many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he 

himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 

Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white 

horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth 

comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule 

them with an iron scepter.’ He treads the winepress of the fury of the 

wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name 

written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

 



Whoa. First impressions? Is that how you pictured Jesus in heaven? I think we 

often like to take our usual picture of Jesus and surround him with clouds, put 

a golden gate in the background, but this is something else. This is power. 

This is glory. This is – the way he’s presented – more than a little intimidating, 

isn’t it? When we think that this is the Jesus that we treat as a relic of two 

thousand years ago – that he’s the one who sometimes becomes a nonfactor 

in our daily lives – that’s shocking. It’s like in the movies when everyone thinks 

the villain is gone, and then he shows up in the main character’s bedroom. 

  

Except Jesus isn’t a villain – he’s our Savior. And we don’t have to be afraid of 

this picture he paints for us. In fact, along with the rest of Revelation, this 

vision is meant to do the exact opposite: build confidence, give comfort, and 

strengthen our trust in him. So let’s zoom in on the parts of this picture and 

see what Jesus is showing us about himself. 

  

We see Jesus as a rider on a white horse, a warrior at the head of an army. 

There’s no doubt that it’s Jesus, because John tells us his name: “Faithful 

and True – the Word of God.” Remember how John started out his account 

of Jesus’ life in his Gospel? “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God.” This Word “became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us.” Yes, this is Jesus, the one who humbled 

himself to be born as a human being, live under the law, suffer, and die for us. 

But where on earth he showed his humility, now we see Jesus, the Word of 

God, exalted in glory at the head of his angel armies. 

  

As John looks at this vision of his Savior, the first thing he notices is his eyes. 

He says they’re “like blazing fire.” Have you ever seen one of those 

paintings where no matter what part of the room you’re standing in, the eyes 

seem like they’re looking right at you? If I were painting this scene, that’s what 



I’d try to do with Jesus’ eyes. They’re blazing, piercing, seeing right through 

every barrier, straight to the truth. Those eyes follow you everywhere you go. 

They’re trained on this world and every person in it, and there is nothing Jesus 

does not see – nothing he doesn’t know. It’s because of that knowledge that 

he is able to do what he is preparing to do in heaven – judge the world with 

absolute, total justice. 

  

Does it make you feel uncomfortable that Jesus’ blazing, all-knowing eyes are 

trained on you? When you’re hanging out with your friends and the gossip 

starts – When you’re all alone with the whole internet at your fingertips – When 

you’re choosing between time with God’s Word and your fellow believers and 

an extra hour of sleep? It should make you uncomfortable. You know those 

things are wrong. You know they deserve punishment. And a just judge should 

deal out that punishment with no hesitation. 

  

That’s what this picture of Jesus shows. He is a just judge. He has that iron 

scepter to strike down people whose wrongdoing is so obvious to him. His 

Word of judgment is like a sword to cut down the people who haven’t lived up 

to his standard. He brings the fury of the wrath of God down on sinners to 

crush them like grapes in a winepress, squeezing them dry until there’s 

nothing left. As he is in heaven right now, he is preparing to come back to 

earth and condemn all sin in this world to hell. And if anyone wants to 

complain about it, he dares them to argue with him and reminds them who he 

is: “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

  

We see Jesus’ approaching judgment and our first instinct is to cower. We 

know our sins. We know how easy it is for the devil to drag us into the same 

ones over and over again. We know the guilt that our conscience heaps on us 

– “How could you do that?” We feel the pull of the world – “Oh, just one time 



won’t hurt” – and we know we’ve fallen for it. The King of kings and Lord of 

Lords should crush us along with the rest of this sinful world for all the things 

his blazing eyes see in us, and that’s terrifying. 

  

“Wait a second, Vicar. I thought you said this vision was supposed to be 

comforting – a confidence builder. How is this vision of judgment supposed to 

do that?” Good question! I’m glad you asked. 

  

Have you ever heard of a color splash? You’ve probably seen it without 

knowing it has a name. It’s this thing in photography where they’ll edit the 

photo to emphasize something. For example, a wedding photographer will 

take a picture of the bride holding her beautiful bouquet of flowers, and she 

really wants to draw your attention to those flowers. So later, she goes in on 

the computer and edits that photograph so that everything in the picture is 

black and white except for the flowers, and as a result, they just pop off the 

page. 

  

Zoom back out on our scene in Revelation 19 and look at the whole picture. 

Where’s the color splash? As you look at the horse and its rider, at the army 

behind him, everything is white. The horses, the clothes, the whole scene – 

except for one thing. Do you see it? The robe. Jesus’ robe that has been 

dipped in blood. It just pops off the page. 

  

The red of that robe is where you find your comfort, your confidence. Jesus is 

coming in judgment, but that judgment will not fall on you. The sins that should 

condemn you he crushed on the cross. Because he shed his blood for you, 

your robe is white – your record is clean. When he comes to judge, he will 

crush the enemies that you struggle against every day – the devil who 

accuses you, the world that tempts you, the sinful nature that keeps you from 



 

serving your Savior the way you want to. Their blood will spatter his robe as 

they meet their downfall, but you will live, for the first time and forever totally 

free from their clutches. 

  

And with your enemies and his totally defeated, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords will welcome you into your heavenly home. There’s one part of the 

picture we still haven’t talked about – it’s the crowns. Jesus is wearing crown 

upon crown upon crown. And this is interesting: if you look back to Revelation 

6, John told us that he saw a rider on a white horse riding out to conquer the 

world. At that time, the rider wore one crown – in Greek it’s a stephanos, the 

crown of leaves given to the winner of a race to symbolize his victory. He set 

out with one crown, but throughout history, that rider has won one crown after 

another. Jesus, the Word of God, has conquered heart after heart for the 

kingdom of God. Now he wears those diadems, royal crowns, and as Jesus 

prepares to return as your King of kings and Lord of lords, he also prepares to 

place a crown on your head: a stephanos – the victor’s crown he won for you 

on Easter morning. 

  

So now you have a picture of Jesus after the ascension. Now you see what 

he’s doing: preparing in heaven to come back and give you the victor’s crown 

of life. Take that picture with you. When you find yourself thinking of Jesus as 

a far-off Savior, flip to Revelation 19. See that the Ascension wasn’t the end of 

Jesus. He still lives in heaven to give you the victory and take you to be with 

him. 

  

Amen. 
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