
Sermon – Numbers 6:22-27 

Trinity C 

 

“His Name on You!” 

 

Almost eleven months ago, on July 16th, 2016, I experienced the second most important thing 

that’s ever happened to me. I got married. The day was amazing; the celebration was awesome – 

I couldn’t have asked for any better. But then, after all that was over and friends and family 

headed back home, my wife and I got started being a married couple. You can understand, we’d 

never done this before. So we found ourselves wondering, “Where do we start? How do we 

move forward from here?” And we decided that the first thing we should probably take care of is 

getting her name changed. 

 

Man, that’s a process! Apparently, you can buy packages of materials to simplify things, but we 

didn’t know that at the time. We were in and out of the social security office, the DMV, multiple 

banks, and more, just to get the last name on a few documents changed. But as much of a hassle 

as it was, it was such a cool thing for me to finally see “Megan Plocher” on that social security 

card and driver’s license. It was official. Now she has my name. 

 

And it got me thinking about what that means. She and I are now inseparably, officially 

connected. Even if you don’t have the official documents, it’s at least going to occur to you that 

we’re related if you see or hear our names together. In addition, for me, hearing my name on her 

is a constant reminder that she’s part of my family now. She’s a part of me and everything I do. 

As the head of my family, I now consider her and what’s best for her in every decision I make. 

Seeing my name on my wife reminds me of the commitment I’ve made to put her before myself 

and show her love in everything. 

 

But I mentioned that getting married was the second most important thing that’s ever happened 

to me. The number one most important thing that ever happened to me took place just under 25 

years ago, on June 27th, 1992. On that day, as a 5-day-old baby, I was baptized. I was reborn into 

God’s family, brought under his care, and yes, on that day, he put his name on me: the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. With that, he extended to me his promise that 

everything he does is for my eternal good. 

 

One of the amazing things about being a part of a Christian congregation is that I get to look 

around at all of you and know that we are connected by something more binding and more 

lasting than marriage vows. We are all together part of a family. He has bought us for himself, 

and promises that the same love that sent Jesus to die on the cross still showers down on us 

today. I look at you and know that the Lord has put His Name on You, just as he has on me, and 

that is really cool. 

 

And that’s why one of my favorite parts of each worship service is when I get to remind you of 

that – when I get to put God’s name on you once again with the Aaronic Blessing. Those words 

have been spoken to God’s people for thousands of years, and they tie you to each other, and 

more importantly, to your triune God. 

 



“The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 

 

Since we’re talking about names, we should probably take a look at the name God uses in this 

blessing. Whenever you see “the LORD” in all caps, that’s more than a title. It’s the special name 

with which God wants to communicate his unchanging love and care for his people. In Exodus 

34, the LORD himself tells us what should come to mind when believers hear this name: He says, 

“The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in 

love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands and forgiving wickedness, rebellion, 

and sin.” 

 

That’s the name God has put on you. He has brought you into his family and promises that his 

love for you is faithful, compassionate, and forgiving. And because that’s who our God is, these 

words are more than just a wish on my part. It’s more than “I hope God works things out for you 

because I like you.” No, the LORD is the one who gave these words, and he attaches a promise to 

them. He says, “I will bless them.” When you hear these words, God is promising that 

everything he does, every decision he makes, is for your good. 

 

Can I admit something to you? I’m a guy who likes a good chick flick. Even if they’re cheesy 

and predictable, at the end, I can still say I enjoyed watching it and getting the warm fuzzies. But 

can I also admit something else to you? Chick flicks can be so ridiculously frustrating to me. 

Here’s why: 

 

In every chick flick, it seems like everything starts out perfectly. The guy and the girl meet – 

maybe there’s a little bit of “pursuit” involved – and as they get to know each other it becomes 

so obvious that they’re perfect for each other. There’s so much love flowing between them! But 

then comes the incident where one person or the other does something or reveals something that 

makes the other upset. And inevitably there’s this big argument and they both leave angry at 

each other and not wanting anything to do with each other. 

 

That is frustrating to me because it’s so obvious they’re good for each other and they love each 

other, but they’re so focused in on that one little thing that they can’t see the big picture. They 

can’t see the love because this one bad thing is obscuring their view. 

 

The reason I bring this up is that I think that we tend to be like characters in a chick flick when it 

comes to our relationship with God. He is the LORD, the God of free and faithful love, and he 

wants to bless us and work for our good in everything. He has put his name on us to mark us as 

his own and will never let us go. That’s the big picture. But how often do we miss out on the big 

picture because we’re too focused on this one thing in our lives that we think is bad? 

 

I think we’ve all been there before. Things don’t go the way we want them to, and we think, “If 

God really loves me, why would he let this happen? Why wouldn’t he change my situation? Why 

wouldn’t he have prevented this from happening?” This doesn’t feel like blessing. This doesn’t 

feel like what’s best for me. Why? 

 



Of course, many of you know the answer to every question that starts with “Why would God…” 

Pastor Scharf has drilled it into our heads: it’s because he loves you. Because he is the LORD and 

he has put His Name on You. That means that in good times and bad, whether we’re 

overwhelmed with God’s obvious blessings or struggling to see his hidden ones, God is using 

what’s happening right now to bless you. 

 

Sometimes that means that he will send something into your life that doesn’t seem so good, 

because he knows that you need to be reminded how important it is to stay connected to him. I 

think of little Micah who got bored while his mom was shopping at the mall, and wandered 

away. There were all sorts of cool things that seemed way better than sticking with mom, and I 

was having tons of fun in the toy store when my mom came looking and found me. And even 

though it seemed like nothing bad had happened, my mom still punished me. Why? Why did she 

do it? Why does God send things that seem bad into our lives to discipline us? Because, like my 

mom loved that runaway child, he loves us, and he never wants to lose us. 

 

What makes that so remarkable is the fact that the LORD shouldn’t want to have anything to do 

with us at all. As you look at this blessing, do you notice any hint that something isn’t quite right 

between us and God? I’m looking especially at the second line: “The LORD make his face shine 

on you and be gracious to you.” Why does God have to make his face shine on us? Why isn’t 

his goodness and love naturally beaming down on us? 

 

You know it’s because of your sin. Because of the evil you think, say and do, God should be 

raining down fire and brimstone instead of blessing. He should hide his face from you forever. 

We should be left out in the cold with no comfort, no hope, no goodness at all. And the only 

reason we’re not is because God has been gracious to us – given us what we don’t deserve. 

 

God’s grace shows itself most of all in Jesus. We deserved nothing, but God gave of himself. He 

hid his face from Jesus so that he would never have to turn his face away from us. And because 

Jesus’ perfection covers our sin, God’s face lights up when he sees us. 

 

And with the LORD’s face turned toward us, we have peace. The Hebrew word translated 

“peace” is actually one you’ve probably heard before. It’s shalom, a word that means so much 

more than just the lack of conflict. Shalom carries this idea of completion – of everything 

existing the way it’s supposed to be. And when we understand that God has been gracious to us 

and forgiven our sins in Jesus – when we understand that he has made us his own people and put 

his name on us in baptism – when we realize that his will is to always work for our good and 

bless us – only then can we truly have peace in every situation. Because only then can we accept 

that with him in control, everything in our lives is exactly the way it’s supposed to be as we 

journey on toward heaven. 

 

When you hear this blessing – at the end of this service or any other time – remember that peace. 

The LORD has made you his own through Jesus. He has put His Name on You in baptism. And 

he will continue to bless you and keep you until you reach your heavenly home. That is his 

promise. This is his blessing.  

 

Amen. 


