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Ok, so this one’s a little different. Up till now, in our series called “Giving It Up,” we’ve been 

talking about giving up things that we really love to hold on to. We’ve talked about giving up 

superiority, that sense of importance and value that we all love to have. We’ve talked about 

giving up control, something we crave and feel lost without. Last week we talked about giving 

up popularity and the pursuit of other people’s approval. All things that can be good, right? 

They’re things that we resist giving up – things we want and want more of. 

 

But how about this one? Who wants more enemies? Who wants to hate and be hated by more 

people? That’s ridiculous! Having enemies makes our lives so much more difficult. People that 

oppose and contradict us every chance they get, just because they feel like it. People that create a 

hostile environment whenever they’re in the same room. I’d be happy to give up enemies – how 

about you? What wouldn’t you give not to have any enemies? 

  

Actually, that’s a great question: What wouldn’t you give up not to have enemies? What – even 

if you knew that giving it up would turn another person from a foe to a friend – would you still 

rather hold on to? What is causing conflict and animosity in your life that you refuse to let go of? 

  

Because even though we don’t necessarily want enemies or think they’re a good thing, we 

definitely think we have a right to have them, don’t we? “He did that, so I have a right to be 

angry!” “What she did was so bad that I don’t feel like I can ever forgive her – can you blame 

me?” “They don’t deserve a second chance!” 

  

So much of the hostility between people in our world comes when one or both of the people 

involved refuse to give something up: a grudge, hard feelings, jealousy – even some of the things 

we’ve talked about in this series: a sense of superiority or control over a certain part of their 

lives. We hold onto those things because we insist that we have a right to do so, and in holding 

on to them, we hold onto the enemies we make because of them. 

  

Sometimes, it doesn’t take much to make an enemy. Think of some of the reasons wars have 

been fought or almost fought. In the 1800s, American settlers in what’s now Washington state 

and British colonists just to the north in Canada nearly started a war because an American farmer 

killed a British pig that was digging up his garden. Around the same time, British colonials in 

New Zealand warred against a local tribe for 10 months for chopping down a flagpole. On the 

Arabian Peninsula, two tribes were at war for 40 years over accusations of cheating in a horse 

race. If you just hop on the internet, you’ll find all sorts of things that make you shake your head. 

But yet all these are proof of just how reluctant we human beings can be to give up our enemies. 

For one reason or another, we feel entitled to hold a grudge, withhold forgiveness, get revenge. 

  

Can you imagine if Jesus would have justified holding onto his enemies like us? Just look at 

what had already happened to him: Judas, one of his closest friends, had traded in Jesus’ 

friendship, freedom, and life for thirty pieces of silver. Peter, rather than standing up for his 

innocence, had denied that he even knew Jesus. The rest of his closest friends had deserted him 

when he needed support the most. The religious leaders of his people had him arrested for 

nothing, then convicted him despite lacking any evidence. Then, even though he was totally 



innocent, he was beaten within an inch of his life. Tonight, we heard how Pilate found him 

totally innocent but didn’t have the spine to go against the Jews and ended up releasing a 

convicted murderer instead. Herod heaped on the abuse when Jesus wouldn’t perform on demand 

like a circus animal. If Jesus had decided that each and every person who’d wronged him just in 

the past 24 hours would be his enemy, you could hardly blame him. 

  

But then add onto that the fact that the man Jesus who has been treated shamefully even by 

human standards is also true God. Then you realize that beyond the past two days, beyond the 

past thirty years of his life, every sin from the beginning of the world was a slap in his face. Not 

only had Judas and Peter and Caiaphas and Pilate and Herod done things worthy of his 

everlasting hatred, but so had Adam and Cain, Ahab and Elijah, David and Isaiah. The worst 

human beings were by nature his enemies, but so were all the best. So were you. So was I. 

  

But that day, you can imagine the words Jesus had spoken in Luke 6 coming back to him, 

echoing through his mind as he faced Pilate and Herod and all the rest. “Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you… If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to him the other 

also.” Those words certainly echo in his actions. Where he had the right as true God to unleash 

his holy power and avenge the wrongs inflicted on him – to destroy the enemies surrounding him 

– he did not. Instead, he gave up his righteous anger and the right to revenge and loved them – he 

loved us. He gave us up as enemies, and with his dying breath he once and for all let go of the 

sins that created hostility between us and God, and instead claimed us as his children. 

  

Through faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit has worked in your hearts to change you from enemies of 

God, slaves to sin, into his children and heirs. Since you are no longer God’s enemies, Jesus calls 

you to give up your enemies as well, and instead to show them God’s love. 

  

So that person who is on the other side of every argument and seems ideologically opposed to 

you in every way? Give up that inclination to make every interaction confrontational, and show 

them God’s love. That coworker who got the credit for your hard work? Give up your desire to 

undercut them, and instead build them up like a brother or sister in Christ. The old friend you’ve 

refused to talk to for years? Let go of your grudge against them and show the forgiveness that 

Jesus gave you. Wherever there’s tension, give it up. Through Jesus, you are at peace with God. 

Now live at peace with one another. 

  

Giving up enemies is hard. It takes humility. It takes patience. It takes a strong faith and 

understanding of what God has done for us. When you feel the temptation to make enemies or 

hold onto grudges or seek revenge, find strength in God’s Word. There, you will be reminded of 

the love of God that changed you from his enemy to his child. There your faith and your Spirit-

driven resolve will be bolstered by his promises. There, you will find the motivation and the 

strength to give up enemies and show God’s love. 

  

Amen. 

 


