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Focus on Christ’s Focus 

 

Let’s play the game “What do these have in common?”  You 

ready? LaToya Jackson. The Olson twins (not when they were cute kids, 

but now). The Kardashians. Paris Hilton. What do those names have in 

common?  They’re all famous.  And I can’t figure out why. Fame is a 

funny thing.  Do you ever wonder how some people got famous? Or why 

so many people seem to care about them – what they wear, what they 

say, where they’re going, who they are talking to? Sometimes there is no 

good reason. 

Some people are celebrated when they really shouldn’t be. 

Somehow they get in the spotlight and even more amazing, they stayed 

there. They live for that spotlight. That’s their focus. 

And then there are those who are famous because of what they 

do, what they accomplish, their ability to focus on the task at hand even 

when the crowds are trying to distract. 

In our text today, we see that focus in Jesus, the Christ. You see, 

that’s what he was focused on, being the Christ. Every detail of this story 

he was in complete control of shows that focus. You heard how he told 

those disciples exactly what would happen as they got the donkey. And 

the fact that he was going to ride on a donkey – to fulfill the prophecy 

about the Christ. The people spreading their cloaks on the road – that’s 

how Jerusalem welcomed the king, like they did for Jehu all those years 

earlier. They welcomed Jesus as their king to fulfill the prophecy about 

the Christ. Even in what they shout, they are fulfilling a prophecy about 

the Christ quoting a Psalm that talked about the Christ as the stone the 

builders rejected who was now the capstone. And Jesus made sure that 

happened, telling the Pharisees that the stones would shout it if these 

people wouldn’t. 

This event, this Palm Sunday ride, we see in our text today is not 

just a scene of mob mentality swooning over the latest reality TV star. 

Every detail hones our focus on who Jesus was and what he was there to 

do.   

And that’s important to see, because it is all too easy to get 

distracted by a scene like this and just see the excitement but not the 

why. That’s the only explanation for those famous people I listed before. 

People get excited about them because people are excited about them, 

not that they bring some particular value to their lives. 



But you see, that’s a danger with Jesus – getting excited about 

being excited about him instead of focusing our lives on who he actually 

is and what he really has done.  Do you know what I mean? 

Think about Joel Osteen – that TV preacher. He gets people 

excited about Jesus – really excited – thousands pack his arena, millions 

watch him on TV. But what is his message?  “You can do it.” The 

excitement about Jesus in his messages is not about who Jesus really is 

or what he has actually done – but how you can use him as a personal 

vending machine to get what you want for this life. 

But people listen to that because it’s what our selfish hearts want 

to hear. Think about it. You’ve fallen into that, haven’t you? When the 

focus of your worship is on whether the music is good or bad or the 

entertainment value of the preacher or who else is here instead of on the 

message God has for you. Or on the flipside, when worship is a “going-

through-the-motions” instead of a dropping to our knees in awe of what 

God has done. When God gets compartmentalized in our lives and we 

just bring him out when we do our God stuff and get excited about that 

instead of focusing on his activity in every activity in our lives. 

And then, it’s real easy to see how this Palm Sunday crowd’s 

shouts of “Hosanna!” quickly changed to “Crucify him!” because we do 

the same when we go home from here, take off the “God” hat and act 

like anything but his child. We sin – in how we talk about people, in how 

we treat our family, in what we don’t do.  You name it. We sin. It’s sad, 

but true. 

So what’s the cure? What’s the cure for being a part-time 

Christian? It’s right here. See the Christ who rode into Jerusalem in this 

text. See what he came to do. They shouted, “Blessed is the King who 

comes in the name of the LORD” because he came to fulfill the 

LORD’s promises of salvation. They shouted “Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest” because he came to bring peace for us in heaven 

by paying our price. He was going to Jerusalem to die for you and me to 

give us the peace of heaven. And when we focus on Christ in all of our 

religious stuff, when we focus on him in every aspect of our lives – then 

we have real reason to celebrate him, to shout Hosanna and sing his 

praise.  Because Jesus is the Christ. 

So as we begin this most Holy Week, this high point of the 

church year, as we arrange our schedules to be able to come together to 

celebrate the new covenant Jesus established on Holy Thursday and the 

sacrifice of his death on Good Friday and the celebration of his victory 

and ours on Easter – let’s not get distracted by all the special things we 

do in worship this week or the wonderful fun and fellowship that goes 

along with Easter – but let’s let all of that stuff drive our Focus to Christ.  



And that we’ll celebrate.  So now for the rest of the service today, as we 

read through what he entered into Jerusalem to do – focus on Christ. 

 In Christ,  

Amen. 


