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 I am the oldest child in my family, and after years of firsthand research and careful 

observation of two younger brothers and one younger sister, I have come to a conclusion: when 

it comes to the rules, the eldest child has a serious disadvantage. See, we were the first to go 

through everything – the “guinea pigs” of our parents’ parenting. We heard what our parents said 

and we usually took it at face value. We knew what we were supposed to do and what we 

weren’t, and when we didn’t do what we were supposed to, we knew the result we’d get. 

 But younger siblings – especially middle children in my experience – don’t always have 

the same approach to rules. Maybe it’s just because by that time parents have figured out where 

they need to make a stand and where really don’t, or maybe it’s because the younger kids get to 

see the rules applied to their older siblings before themselves. Either way, it’s become clear to 

me that there seem to be a lot more exceptions to the rules when it comes to younger siblings. 

 In my case, I’m not convinced that my parents relaxed too many rules for my brothers 

and sister – they were very consistent parents. Instead, I’m pretty sure that the reason my 

younger brother especially got away with so much more than I ever did is because he’s 

remarkably good at finding loopholes. He got away with later bedtimes by bugging mom and dad 

to tell him what happened on the second half of Survivor enough that they just let him watch it 

so he wouldn’t be so annoying. He woke up early on Saturdays so that he could get to the to-do 

list of chores first, do just enough of the easy ones that we couldn’t ask him to do any more 

without looking lazy ourselves, and then went off and played while we did all the time-

consuming ones. He was devious. 

 We don’t know if the man who came to talk to Jesus in our Gospel lesson for today was a 

middle child, but we do know he was all about the loopholes. Or at least one loophole that he 

hoped would be big enough to slip through with his whole life, past, present and future in tow. 

 He asked Jesus the most basic question that every religion tries to answer: how can I be 

saved – how can I be right with God? “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” You get the 

sense, though, that Jesus knew there was something else to his question. Because he was one of 

the “experts of the law” who spent their lives studying the Old Testament laws to learn every 

nook and cranny, and the question he asked was one to which every good, synagogue-attending 

Jew knew the answer. It was part of the liturgy. They repeated it every Sabbath in their 

declaration of faith called the shema. You could think of it kind of like the Jewish version of the 

Apostles’ or Nicene Creed that we say after the sermon in every service. Their confession of 

faith started out, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” And then the 

second thing it said was what God wanted from people: “Love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” And of course, since this man 



was an expert, he added something on – something good! He acknowledged that outside of faith 

itself, the best way to show love for God is to “love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 So he answered his own question. He didn’t need Jesus to do it for him. But he was 

looking for something from Jesus. He wanted validation – justification, Luke calls it. He wanted 

Jesus to tell him that he was doing alright. That his past and the way he was living now would fit 

through the “gateway” to heaven, so to speak, as long as he kept doing what he was doing. And 

so he did what anyone who depends on squeezing himself through an opening would do, he tries 

to make more room for himself. He tries to open a loophole: “And who is my neighbor?” 

 You see the loophole, right? He’s implying that there might be some people he might not 

have to show love to. He’s hoping he’ll be ok as long as the group he chooses to love is the right 

one. Jesus’ answer is a story you’ve probably heard a hundred times or more, the story of the 

“Good Samaritan.” I’m not going to repeat it again, but maybe flip back to the reading in the 

bulletin, because I want you to see how Jesus designed this story to show that when it comes to 

loving God and your neighbor enough to be right with God, the only love that’s acceptable is a 

Love with No Loopholes. 

 Jesus could have gotten into all sorts of cultural details here and talked about what 

responsibilities the priest and Levite had and where they were going and what they were doing, 

but notice that he doesn’t. He doesn’t admit any excuses, any justification, any loopholes. He 

doesn’t want that expert of the law – he doesn’t want you – to look at this story and say, “Ok. 

I’ve done this. I can keep doing this. I can make myself right with God.” 

 He doesn’t want that because you can’t. God requires Love with No Loopholes all the 

time, and there have been situations where you’ve been that priest and that Levite. I know you 

have. You have a selfish sinful nature, same as I do. You’ve looked at one person or another and 

decided that they weren’t the kind of person who deserved your help, your attention, your love. 

You’ve seen a person in need of encouragement and support, and you’ve decided you were too 

busy to interrupt the flow of your day. You’ve looked at another person and seen them beaten 

bloody and half-dead by the devil, the world, and their own sinful nature, and you’ve decided 

that it’s better to keep your hands clean than to give them the only help that can heal their 

wounds. 

 So that girl who got pregnant in her teens and had an abortion – there’s a stigma there, 

something we shy away from, treating her like damaged goods. The man who lives for the next 

drink – I know what the Bible says about that, and since I don’t do it, I’d rather avoid people 

who do. The people who made bad choices and are struggling through life as a result – well, 

that’s what they get. The boy who comes out as gay – we don’t want that kind of influence 

around us. Stay away. Stay on your side of the road and forget that Jesus wants us to show him 

and others a Love with No Loopholes. 



 Sin doesn’t create an exception to God’s requirement of love. In fact, it necessitates it all 

the more. Because the fact that we so often are the priests and Levites of Jesus’ story shows that 

no less than the person we look down our noses at, we are also that half-dead man. We are also 

attacked and beaten bloody by the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. We fall prey to the 

devil’s temptation of moral superiority. We stumble into the world’s traps of conditional love. 

Our own selfishness strikes out and destroys opportunities to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

How can I inherit eternal life? By presenting God with a Love with No Loopholes, but at that 

I’ve already failed. 

 As we sit in the dust, we need someone to rescue us. We need someone to bandage our 

wounds – our sins – to pour oil and wine on them to make them clean. We need someone to get 

his hands dirty – to show us mercy and care and a love so much greater than could ever come 

from us. It couldn’t come from us because every person you see in every corner of this world is 

in the same boat as you: beaten and battered and bloody by our common enemies. 

 But what we need the ultimate Good Samaritan supplied. Jesus came to do what he had 

every right to refuse. For people who rebelled against him, who refused to show the love that 

God required, he had no obligation to help us. But yet he showed you a Love with No 

Loopholes. He got his hands dirty in our sinful world. He was the object of discrimination and 

contempt. He gave you the perfect record he compiled over 33 years and paid the price of 

separation from God that your lack of love deserved. He bandaged your wounds by allowing his 

own to be opened, and he gave his life so that you could live. 

 He did that for you, but he also did it for the unmarried teenage mother. He also did it for 

the alcoholic. He also did it for the porn addict and the gender-confused. He did it for everyone 

who feels the attacks of sin and Satan, with no exceptions. His love is a Love with No 

Loopholes, and now, as people who have been shown that love, he calls us to do the same. 

 We’re not told how the expert of the law responded to Jesus’ story. We don’t know if the 

Holy Spirit brought him to faith, to trust that even his wounds had been bound and cared for by 

Jesus our Good Samaritan. But as I look at you, I know that the Holy Spirit has worked that faith 

in you. And so here is Jesus, command to you: “Go and do likewise.”  

 Look at every person and see that they, too are that half-dead man on the road. See how 

much they have been oppressed and beaten by sin. See that they need the same help that you 

have received. Sure, you can give the help of being a friend and listening when no one else will, 

or the help of providing physically in a time of need or being the accountability they need. But 

whatever help you give for an external need, realize that the spiritual need is so much greater. 

The only thing that can fill that need, heal those wounds, is the love of your Savior and theirs: 

Love with No Loopholes. Show that love to all people, not because it comes from you, but 

because it comes from Jesus to you and through you.  

 Lord, help us to do so. Amen. 


