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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word.  Today we focus on what we 
learned from God’s Word in our Vacation Bible School this past week: that God is our Mighty 
Fortress who gives us the victory over sin, Satan, and death itself through what Jesus has 
done. Here are some things that may help you as we worship: 

 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Reformation” section might be helpful, hymns 199-205.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN: #200     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
 
Kyrie: (sung by the cantor and congregation)                                     by David Haas 
 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: Christe eleison, eleison, Criste. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 
Lord Jesus, you feed us with the Word of life: Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
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Glory to God (sung by the Liturgist and congregation)                                           by David Haas 
 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:  
Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. (refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
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L: Let us pray. 

O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. 
Show us your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly 
lives that we do not lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                           Joshua 6:1-11, 15-16, 20 
 
 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went 
out and no one came in. 
 2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along 
with its king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do 
this for six days. 4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the 
seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When 
you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then 
the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in.” 
 6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 7 And he ordered 
the army, “Advance! March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of 
the LORD.” 
 8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets 
before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the LORD’s covenant 
followed them. 9 The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and 
the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding. 10 But Joshua had 
commanded the people, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word 
until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had the ark of the LORD carried around 
the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent the night there. 
 15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven 
times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16 The 
seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the 
army, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city!  
 20 When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, 
when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and 
they took the city. 
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THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 

 
CHILDREN SING: VICTORY’S WON 
  

In Jesus, the vict’ry’s won! Share the news with ev’ryone! 
The sacrifice of God’ own Son- King of all salvation! 
Shout that God is mighty! Fear not, His Word is true! 
Through sin and pain, He comes to save; Jesus’ vict’ry’s won for you! (repeat) 
 

In Jesus, the vict’ry’s won! Share the news with ev’ryone! 
The sacrifice of God’s own Son- King of all salvation! 
 

In Jesus (Jesus), the vict’ry’s won! (Vict’ry’s won!) 
Share the news (Share the news with ev’ryone! (ev’ryone!) (repeat) 
 

In Jesus, the vict’ry’s won! Share the news with ev’ryone! 
The sacrifice of God’s own Son- King of all salvation! 
 

King of all salvation! 
 

 
THE SECOND LESSON     1 Corinthians 15:50-57  
  

 50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will 
not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.” 
 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
         Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to 
God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE VERSE OF THE DAY :     PSALM 46:1 

L:  Alleluia! God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble. Alleluia. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                     Mark 16:1-7 
 
 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the 
week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who 
will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”  
 4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rolled away.  5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting 
on the right side, and they were alarmed. 
 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 
told you.’” 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #145    Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 

THE SERMON:       1 Corinthians 15:50-57 

 

Victory Is Won! 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: #752      In Christ Alone 
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Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also 
get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

 

Announcements 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm 

Join us on Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm our popular Bible Information Class.  This 
“double round” will feature identical classes on Sunday and Tuesday of each week. This class 
is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions 
about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member 
class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up 
now!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped or contributed to VBS! Whether you served with 
your time, talents, donations, home, or prayers, you helped to make this past week amazing! A 
special thank you to the youth group that came down from Faith Lutheran in Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin to help us out. They put in a ton of work with VBS and used a lot of their spare 
time to hit the streets and talk to our neighbors about Abiding Grace. If you get a chance 
before they leave this morning, say hi and thank them for all their hard work! 
 
VBS Crafts: If your child attended VBS this past week and left some of their art projects 
behind on Friday, they can be found on the table in the gathering area. Feel free to pick them 
up and take them home with you today! 
 

Summer Ministry Assistants: 
Please make a point to introduce yourself to Jacob Ungemach and Will DeMarce. They are 
with us for 10 weeks to help us in our outreach ministry. Please consider teaming up with 
them to make visits – no experience necessary. They can even do all the talking if you’d like! 
Speak with them or Pastor Scharf to reserve your day for making visits with them. And join 
us every Wednesday at 5:30pm for canvassing as well.  
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class 
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle and High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Thursdays at 7pm  Bible Information Class  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 
Sat. July 8th, 8am  Men’s Bible Study  
Sun. July 9th, noon  Ladies meeting 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp 2017* 
Sun. July 18th, noon  Preschool Open Forum 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
Sun. July 30th, 8 & 10:30 Education Sunday 
Sun. Aug. 6th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Plocher Farewell 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Saatkamp Welcome  

 
*Register now for Soccer Camp on the information table, or online at soccer.abidinggrace.com.  You can sign up to 
help on the information table as well! 
 
 
Divine Service I. Words & Music: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 

Kyrie & Glory to God by David Haas Copyright 1999 by GIA Publications, Inc. 
Victory’ Won by Kim Busby copyright 2017 Concordia Publishing House 

 
 


