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  ABIDING GRACE 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

VBS CLOSING                                                                                 JULY 1, 2018  

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re 

glad you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today we 

will see that in all the ups and downs of our lives, there is always one place we can 

put our trust. Here are some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the 

hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, 

songs and other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate 

here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the “Trust” section might be helpful, 

hymns 414-451.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous 

“joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, 

there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on 

our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return 

to the sanctuary for worship. 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back 

of the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, 

thank you for 

bringing me 

here this 

morning to 

worship you 

and to be fed 

by your Word. 

Open my 

heart and my 

mind to hear 

your Word. 

Help me to 

learn more 

about what 

you promise 

me in your 

Word and  

then grow my 

faith in those 

promises. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 
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THE ORDER OF  SERVICE  

Our service is introduced by music from the piano and a welcome from the presiding 

minister (also known as the “liturgist”). 

WELCOME  
 

 

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C(ongregation): Amen. 

OPENING HYMN 446  (8AM ONLY)         I  AM TRUSTING YOU ,  LORD JESUS  

ANTHEM BY THE CHOIR                           PROCLAIM TO ALL THE NATIONS  

(The Choir will introduce and then the Congregation is invited to join in on the refrain) 

(refrain) Proclaim to all of the nations the marvelous deeds of the Lord. 

 Proclaim to all of the nations the marvelous deeds of the Lord. 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song, Sing to the Lord all you lands! 

Sing to the Lord, with all your heart, and bless God’s name! (refrain) 
 

Announce salvation day by day, God’s glory throughout the earth! 

Among all the people in ev’ry land, God’s wondrous deeds! (refrain) 
 

Give to the Lord, you nations, praise to the Lord of all! 

Sing glory and praise and sing to the name, above all names! (refrain) 
 

Worship the Lord, and tremble, proclaim the one who reigns!  

Say to the nations: “The Lord is King,” who rules with justice! (refrain) 
 

CONFESSION OF S INS  

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

        (Continued on p. 4) 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

reminds 

worshippers 

of their 

baptism in the 

name of the 

One true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

ABSOLUTION  

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P R A Y E R  A N D  P R A I S E  

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed 

especially toward them.  

H Y M N  2 3 4  V .  1 , 2 , 5     P R A I S E  T O  T H E  L O R D ,  T H E  A L M I G H T Y   

(Children from VBS will sing verse 1) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love 

you with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, 

and keep us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

VERSE OF THE DAY  (sung by the choir )                        PHILIPPIANS 4:4  

Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always: Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice in the Lord always; again I 

will say, Rejoice. 

  
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                   MATTHEW 3:13-17 

Please Stand  
 13 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.
14 

But 

John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 
 15 

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented. 
 16 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 

moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 
17 

And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased.” 
Please be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 441  (8AM ONLY)     O  GOD ,  OUR HELP IN AGES PAST  

HYMN OF THE DAY GOD ’S ON OUR S IDE    (Sung by chi ldren f rom VBS)  

(Congregation is invited to join in on the Refrain) 

(Refrain) We’er on the wild ride of life. We’ve got a great God who’s on our side. 

 Whenever waters rise, Jesus is our guide on the wild ride of life. 
 

 God’s always the same. (God’s always the same.) 

 He will never change, (He will never change,) 

 Yesterday, today, (Yesterday, today,) 

 And forevermore. (Refrain) 
 

 God’s promises are true (God’s promises are true) 

 For me and for you. (For me and for you.) 

 God will see us through (God will see us through) 

 When the storms will come.  (Refrain twice) 

 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 

 

Verse of the 

Day 

The Verse of 

the Day serves 

to highlight 

one of the 

main themes 

for this 

Sunday of the 

Church Year. 

It also serves 

to prepare our 

hearts to 

receive God’s 

teaching in 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 

Traditionally, 

the verse is 

sung by a 

cantor or 

choir. 
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SERMON               2  CORINTHIANS 1:18-22 

Can You Trust Him? 
 

 18 
But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and 

“No.” 
19 

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by me and 

Silas and Timothy, was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.” 
20 

For 

no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so 

through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 
21 

Now it is God who 

makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 
22 

set his seal of 

ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to 

come. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH      APOSTLES ’  CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

Public 

confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

proclaims and 

confesses the 

same saving 

faith in Jesus 

that the 

Apostles held 

and taught. 
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OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined 

together to do the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the 

offering, please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed 

down your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the 

chair at the end of the row. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4).  
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19-M INUTE B IBLE STUDY                                                                        2  K INGS 5:1-14 

 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his 

master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant 

soldier, but he had leprosy. 
 2 

Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served 

Naaman’s wife. 
3 

She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! 

He would cure him of his leprosy.” 
 4 

Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 
5 

“By all means, go,” the 

king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten 

talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 
6 

The letter that he took to the king 

of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his 

leprosy.” 
 7 

As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and 

bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is 

trying to pick a quarrel with me!” 
 8 

When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this 

message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a 

prophet in Israel.” 
9 

So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s 

house. 
10 

Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your 

flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” 
 11 

But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand 

and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 
12 

Are 

not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in 

them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage. 
 13 

Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great 

thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be 

cleansed’!” 
14 

So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had 

told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 

 

 

 

1. What are some of the details that we get about Naaman’s position in life? 
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2. Agree/Disagree: In our society, most people think money and power can take care of any problem they 

have. 

 

 

3. Why can it be a blessing not to be able to take care of a problem on your own? 

 

 

4. Was Naaman crazy for not listening to Elisha right away? 

 

 
5. Naaman had gone to great lengths to solve his problems but God fixed things for him in a simple, 

unexpected way. What should our expectations of God be? 

 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER (SUNG BY THE CONGREGATION )   

The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 

Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 

Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  

Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 

God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 
 

 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 

©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 

items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Proclaim to all the Nations by David Haas and Marty Haugen Copyright 1996 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

God’s on Our Side by Adam Countryman Copyright 2018 Concordia Publishing House 
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ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to 

want to find out more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 

Saatkamp or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor 

Scharf or the other ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information above.  

If you have any questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was 

taught, again, please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship.  And 

come again next week as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our risen 

Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, 

fellowship, and service opportunities. 
 
 

Abiding Grace Lutheran Preschool – 2, 3 & 4 Year olds!! 

Now Registering 2018-2019 School Year! 

Talk to Tina Jenkins, Paulina Lightsey, or Donna Burks if you have any questions about 

our Abiding Grace Preschool. Registration materials are on the preschool table in the 

back. Sign your 2- 4 year-old child up now for a loving, Christ-centered education. 

 
 

Soccer Camp 2018 – July 9-13, 9am-Noon 

If you liked VBS, you’ll love Soccer Camp 2018! All children ages 6-14 are invited to 

this week of fun learning the game of soccer and having fun growing in their 

knowledge of God’s Word. Once again this year, we are bringing in coaches from 

Wisconsin Lutheran College Soccer to teach the soccer skills and we here at Abiding 

Grace will take care of all the rest. If you’d like to help (it takes about 40 volunteers 

to make this thing go!) please sign up on the information table.  And register your 

children now at soccer.abidinggrace.com.  You can also use paper registration here 

at church if you prefer. 

 

Prayer after 

 Worship 

Almighty God, 

grant that the 

Word which I 

have heard 

this day may 

through your 

grace be so 

planted in my 

heart that I 

may bring 

forth the fruit 

of the Spirit; 

through Jesus 

Christ, my 

Lord. Amen. 
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Canvassing – Come Help Us Invite our Neighbors – WEDNESDAYS AT 5:30 

We canvass every Wednesday this summer at 5:30pm. Come on out and help get the Word out about 

the Word we preach and teach here!  If that time is too early for you, call Pastor Scharf and we’ll make a 

later time work for you to join us! 
 

New Abiding Grace Church Council 

Thanks to all who have finished their term of service (Jeff Ferries as Director of Elders and Tom Rahrig as 

Secretary. Please keep our new servants in your prayers: President: Peter Sahlstrom, Secretary: Richard 

Terry, Director of Member Ministry: Greg Porter, Director of Elders: Joe Herman.  
 

WELS Marriage Enrichment & Get-Away Weekend – January 25-27   

It’s simple, really. Marriage is a man and a woman promising to live together as husband and wife until 

death. But anyone who has tried it knows it’s also complicated. In Simply Marriage couples learn to 

overcome frustration, appreciate their incompatibility, break patterns that destroy oneness, use words 

that work and grow more intimate. Register for Simply Marriage in Chattanooga, Tennessee, January 

25-27, 2019. Visit www.wels.net/adult-discipleship for more information and to register.  
 

Church Directory: 

We are creating a new picture directory this year. The picture are being taken in Newton County on 

August 10 & 11, if you cannot have them taken on those days please speak to Donna Burks (770-402-

1542) Please signup in a time slot for one of those days and take a photography guide for the table. 
 

Communion Schedule Change 

Due to VBS and Soccer Camp Closing Services, in July our Communion Sundays will switch to the 2
nd

 

and 4
th

 Sundays - July 8
th

 and July 22
nd

.  
 

CASA for Children 

Take a look at the insert inside the bulletin if you might be interested in helping be a voice for children 

that need it. 
 

Free Bible to Give!! 

Can you think of someone with whom you want to share God's Word? The week of July 16-21st, you'll have a 

tool to use for that. A local Christian bookstore (Lifeway) approached us about being a part of a promotion. 

We're not endorsing one store over another, but just wanted to pass on this opportunity. On Sunday, July 

15th, anyone who wants a free bible to give can come to church and get a coupon. Then, they'll have 6 days 

to get to the store and pick it up. The intent of this is that you will give that Bible to someone you know 

along with some information about our church. Then let me know who you gave it to so we can pray that 

they use it. You can tell them about the promotion as a way to get into the conversation, but in the end, 

they'll end up with God's Word in their hands, and you might have an opportunity to talk about what His 

Word means to you.  It is a nice looking deluxe CSB bible, a translation that rated quite high in our synod's 

recent translation evaluation exercise. Let Pastor Scharf know if you have any questions and start thinking 

about who you want to give the gift of God's Word. 

http://www.wels.net/adult-discipleship
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8am   Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study  

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Bible Information Class 

Mon. Wed. Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 

Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class 

Wednesdays at 5:30pm Canvassing (help invite our neighbors!) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers and Middle Schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  

Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

July 1
st
, 9:15am   Council Meeting 

July 8
th

, 9:15am   Ushers Training Meeting 

July 9-13, 9am-Noon  Soccer Camp 2018 (sign up now)  

    soccer.abidinggrace.com 

July 14
th

, 8am   Men’s Bible Study (at Conyers Golden Corral on 138) 

July 15
th

, 6pm   Ladies Bible Study 

July 23-27   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4
th

-8
th

 Graders in Covington)  

Sun. Aug. 5
th

, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Farewell 

Fri. Aug. 10 2-8:30pm  Picture taking 

Sat. Aug. 11 10am – 4:40pm Picture taking 

Sun. Aug. 12
th

, 8 & 10:30am  Vicar Welcome &  

    Abiding Grace 15
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

Sept. 1-3   WELS Labor Day Retreat (High Springs, FL) 

 


