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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 

           Pastor Jonathan Scharf  
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

         Pastor Benjamin Steenbock   

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

             

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                          414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 
 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship tonight.  In our service we gather before our 
almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves 
through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.  This evening, we especially take note of 
all the gifts that our awesome God has given us throughout the year and respond with our 
songs of thanksgiving.  May God bless our worship that it may be a fitting tribute to the One 
who has done all things well.   

If you have need of a restroom, they are down the hall behind this room on the left, 
and the nursery is available across the hall from the restrooms if your child needs a break.    

 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

TODAY’S THEME: 
 

O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD 
 

    

 
THE ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

 

WELCOME 

L(iturgist):   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation):   Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN: #613   Come, You Thankful People, Come 
 

THANKSGIVING EVE                                              NOVEMBER 22ND,  2017 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

L:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray:  Lord, have mercy on me a sinner.  

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (Glory to God)      Luke 2:14 

Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  The Gloria in 
Excelsis, which echoes the praises of the angels, has been in use as a song of worship among Christians since the 4th 

century.  After the cantor introduces the refrain once, please sing along with the Refrain each time it occurs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks,  
We praise you for your glory!   Refrain 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
Receive our prayer!  Refrain   

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father!  Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
L:  Let us pray.  
 (The liturgist speaks the Prayer of the Day)  
C:       Amen. 

  
  THE WORD OF GOD 

 
FIRST LESSON:                      Deuteronomy 8:10-18 
 

 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good 
land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to 
observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, 
when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your 
herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 
then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, 
that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water 
out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never 
known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say 
to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 
But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, 
and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.  

 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
          The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially    
          toward them.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM #100   (read responsively)  
 

L:   Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
C:  Worship the LORD with gladness; 
L:  Come before him with joyful songs. 
C:  Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us and we are his. 
L:  We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
C:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
L:  Give thanks to him and praise his name. For the LORD is good and his love endures 
forever; 
C:  His faithfulness continues through all generations. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Spirit, 
        As it was in the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
THE SECOND LESSON:                                          Philippians 4:10-20 
     10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. 
Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying 
this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty 
or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.14 Yet it was good of you 
to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your 
acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me 
in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, 
you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. 17 Not that I am looking for a gift, but I 
am looking for what may be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and even 
more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. 
They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet 
all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM — A CANON OF PRAISE  by Sarah Hart 
 

A hymn of glory let us sing, New hymns throughout the world shall ring, 
And we to you will ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise. 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.  

Praise him ye heavenly host above. Praise him, my soul, for all his love. 
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 THE VERSE OF THE DAY: 

   
Alleluia. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever. Alleluia.  

(Psalm 136:1) 
     
                                              
THE GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                               Luke 17:11-19 
  

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a 
distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 14 When he saw 
them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 15 
One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.   16He 
threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.17 Jesus asked, “Were 
not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise 
to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you 
well.” 

 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #610      Now Thank We All Our God 
 

 
 

THE SERMON:                              Psalm 100 
 

We Thank the LORD with Joy and Gladness! 
I. He has made us his own. 

II. In his goodness, he always shows mercy and faithfulness to you. 
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THE NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 
this community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is 
being handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at 
the end of the row. 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
 
L: Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful.  You have provided green forests 

and refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our 
work and rest. 

C: Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle 
breeze. 
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L: Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink.  
Thank you for our work, for projects that are done well, and for the approval of 
supervisors and teachers.  Thank you for all who serve at night to make our days more 
pleasant.   

C: Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the 
joys of human friendships. 

 

L: Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and 
highways, and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us. 

C: Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and 
laughter. 

 

 L: Thank you for the daily greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from 

faces loved by you. 

C: Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care. 
 

L: Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks to you for personal blessings. 
 

Silent Prayer. 

 

L: And finally Lord, as the Proverb says, “Give us neither poverty nor riches, but give us 

only our daily bread.  Otherwise we may have too much and disown you … or we may 

become poor and steal and so dishonor your name.”  Help us to remember you, our Lord 

and God, as the source of every blessing and the keeper of every promise.  In Jesus’ name 

we pray and join in praying the prayer he taught us: 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

Because of the warnings God’s Word places on this powerful meal, Abiding Grace practices membership communion. 
Please schedule a time to speak with Pastor Scharf before coming to the Lord’s Supper. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks. 
O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with 
them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

THE SANCTUS:  Holy, Holy, Holy 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                          
     Agnus Dei 
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THE DISTRIBUTION Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution we will sing 

Hymn 233, All People that on Earth Do Dwell.  Following the distribution, the congregation joins 
to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   
 
THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon – “Now Dismiss”) 

 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

 

L:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness 

 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN: #609 – We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer 
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Welcome!   
 

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around for 
a few minutes after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
Refreshments are available in the back of the church. 
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved, or if you have any questions about our worship here today – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 
Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.   You can also get a hold of Pastor or Vicar using the 
contact information found at the beginning of this folder. And come again next week as we join together 
again to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ during the season of Advent. 
See the material on the information table (in the gathering area) for other Bible Study, fellowship, and 
service opportunities. 

  

Thank You!!! 
We thank God for all those who serve His Kingdom and our congregation in so many ways, often without 
notice: in leadership, folding bulletins, entering data, canvassing, working on outreach, praying for God’s work 
here, planning events, preparing for and cleaning up after worship, and so much more.  Some of the things done 
are so silent they escape our notice, but not our appreciation.  Thanks to all who have devoted their heartfelt 
service to the LORD this year!  
 

 

364 Days of Thanksgiving 
What if we took all the thanks shown on Thanksgiving and carried that thankful feeling 
through to the other 364 days of the year? How might our outlook on life change? How 
would God use our hearts of thankfulness for his kingdom? For the next 3 weeks of 
Sunday 9:15am Bible study, we’ll recognize the blessings we’ve been given, the one who 
gives them all to us, and we’ll be renewed to live with thankfulness to God and others. We 
hope to see you here! 
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Announcements 
 

 
Outreachpalooza - Nov. 29th – Come when you can (5-8pm) 
This year, because of when Thanksgiving and Christmas fall, we have an extra Wednesday 
after Thanksgiving before Advent starts. So...we are going to use it for Outreachpalooza - 
which will replace regular Adult and Teen Bible study. There are a bunch of ways to help 
us get the word out about all of our December events. It should be a great night of fun, 
fellowship, some great outreach, and pizza!! Please sign up for what you want to help with: 
- Canvassing (starting at 5pm because of daylight) 
- Flyer hanging (at 5 or later, depending on when you can get there) 
- Poster/invite delivery to local businesses (starting when you can start) 
- Phone calling families who have been at kids events in past (starting when you get here) 
- Counting Postcards for mailing / Preparing newsletter 
- Working on float for Christmas parade (if it is needed yet) 
 
NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC)  - Tuesdays at 7pm 
Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics of what 
Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different 
teachings out there. BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether 
you are considering membership or not. Childcare is available. All materials will be provided.  
Come grow with us! 
 
 

Abiding Grace Men’s Basketball 
Want to have a great time getting to know other members while working off some of your 
holiday meals? Sign up for our basketball team! Check out the signup sheet on the table in 
back for more info or talk with vicar. 
 
Teen Ski Weekend! 
Are you still looking for a great present for your kids? How about an awesome weekend of 
skiing and fellowship with other teens from all over the Southeast! February 2nd-4th is this 
year’s WELS Teen Ski Weekend. It will be in the mountains of Gatlinburg, TN. Activities 
begin Friday night and go through Sunday afternoon. Check out the signup sheet in back 
for all the details. 
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Midweek Advent Meditations – 7pm Wednesdays 
As more and more things seem to fill up our time around the holidays it can be easy to get 
lost in everything we’re doing. That’s why we’re having 3 midweek Advent services here at 
Abiding Grace. They will help us to focus on why we have a reason celebrate. This year 
we will meditate on the book of Hebrews and remember that Christ came to serve us. 
Each week we’ll see that Jesus was born into this world so that he could serve us as our 
Prophet Dec.6th, as our Priest Dec. 13th, and as our King Dec. 20th.  Join us Wednesdays 
at 7pm as we prepare our hearts for Christ who came to serve.  
 

Midweek Advent Soup Suppers – 6:15pm 
Before each midweek service we’ll have a meal that everyone is invited to join. This year 
the Gracefull Ladies Group is putting together 3 soup suppers. Check out the sign up 
sheet in back if you are interested in helping cook, donating ingredients, donating cash to 
offset the cost, or cleaning up after.  
 

 
Area Christmas Parades! 
This year Abiding Grace will have a float in both the Covington and McDonough 
Christmas parades on Saturday December 2nd. That means we need your help! If you are 
interested in helping to build the float, or to walk along with the float to hand out our 
invitations or to attach candy to those invitations that we 
will pass out, please contact Pastor or vicar.  
 

 
Christmas for Kids! 
Looking for some extra time to do Christmas shopping or 
just to get things ready, then come drop your kids off at 
Christmas for Kids! On Saturday December 9th from 10am-
2pm we’ll celebrate the greatest gift even given: our Savior 
Jesus. There will be music, crafts, games, food, fun, the real 
Christmas story and much more! And it’s all free! But space 
is limited. So register now at the table in the back, online at 
c4k.abidinggrace.com, or call us at 770-385-7691.  
 

 
 
 

 



 15 

Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 

 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class (Lesson 10) 
Tuesdays at 7 pm New Bible Information Class 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm  Advent Soup Suppers (Wednesdays in December) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Advent Midweek Meditations (Wednesdays in December) 
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
 
Wed. Nov. 29th, 5pm -8pm (come when you can) Outreachpalooza*  
Sat. Dec. 2nd             Abiding Grace Float in Covington & McDonough Christmas Parades 
Wed. Dec. 6, 13, 20th 6:15pm – Soup Suppers / 7pm Midweek Advent Meditations 
Thurs. Dec. 7th, 7pm  Ladies Advent By Candlelight 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Mon. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 
©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 
items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Glory to God, David Haas ©1999, GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. 
A Canon of Praise, Sarah Hart ©1999, Laurel Press. All rights reserved 
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