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  ABIDING GRACE 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

SOCCER CAMP CLOSING SERVICE                                                       JULY 15, 2018  

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re 

glad you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today 

God’s Word shows us the greatest victory is already ours because of what Jesus has 

done for us and encourages us to live focusing on that truth. Here are some things 

that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the 

hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, 

songs and other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate 

here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the “Worship and Praise” section might 

be helpful, hymns 233-261.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous 

“joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, 

there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on 

our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return 

to the sanctuary for worship. 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back 

of the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, 

thank you for 

bringing me 

here this 

morning to 

worship you 

and to be fed 

by your Word. 

Open my 

heart and my 

mind to hear 

your Word. 

Let me find 

peace and joy 

in the victory 

you have won 

for me and 

promised to 

me. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 
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THE ORDER OF  SERVICE  

Our service is introduced by music from the piano and a welcome from the presiding 

minister (also known as the “liturgist”). 

WELCOME  
 

 

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C(ongregation): Amen. 

OPENING HYMN                    ACROSS THE LANDS (PRINTED ON P .  14-15)  

 

CONFESSION OF S INS  

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

ABSOLUTION  

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

reminds 

worshippers 

of their 

baptism in the 

name of the 

One true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 

 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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P R A Y E R  A N D  P R A I S E  
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                            Luke 2:14 

After the cantor introduces the refrain once, please sing along with the Refrain each 

time it occurs. 

 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks,  

We praise you for your glory!  Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

Receive our prayer!  Refrain   

 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

You alone are the Lord, the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father!  Refrain 

Gloria in 

Excelsis 

This song with 

roots in the 

4th century 

proclaims the 

great things 

God has done 

to rescue us 

from sin, 

death, and the 

devil.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

O Lord, you granted your prophets strength to resist the temptations of the 

devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds to 

follow your Son faithfully even into suffering and death; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever 

C: Amen. 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed 

especially toward them. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  (sung by the choir )                          HEBREWS 11:1  

Alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not 

see. Alleluia 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                MATTHEW 26:36-46  

Please Stand  
 36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he 

said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two 

sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then 

he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay 

here and keep watch with me.” 
 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 

Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 

will.” 
 40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you 

men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that 

you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for 

this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 

 

Verse of the 

Day 

The Verse of 

the Day serves 

to highlight 

one of the 

main themes 

for this 

Sunday of the 

Church Year. 

It also serves 

to prepare our 

hearts to 

receive God’s 

teaching in 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 

Traditionally, 

the verse is 

sung by a 

cantor or 

choir. 
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 43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes 

were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, 

saying the same thing. 
 45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 

and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands 

of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 
Please be seated 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 457                                         F IGHT THE GOOD F IGHT  

 

 

SERMON                       PHILIPPIANS 3:7-14 

Press On Toward the Worthy Goal 
 

 7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of 

Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 

garbage, that I may gain Christ9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the 

righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—

yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the 

resurrection from the dead. 
 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my 

goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 

me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 

one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I 

press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of 

the Day 

This hymn is 

chosen for its 

rich content 

and its 

connection to 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH      APOSTLES ’  CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined 

together to do the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the 

offering, please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed 

down your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the 

chair at the end of the row. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

Public 

confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

proclaims and 

confesses the 

same saving 

faith in Jesus 

that the 

Apostles held 

and taught. 
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THE LORD ’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE LORD ’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

19-M INUTE B IBLE STUDY                                                         1  CORINTHIANS 15:50-58 

 50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 

does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will 

all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe 

itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed 

with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  
 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the 

power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4).  
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 58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

 

 

1. What’s the main point of this section?  Any questions you have about what is said here? 

  

  

2. How does this reading fit with the sermon text? How does it help enforce the theme of 

the day?   

  

  

3. Why can’t flesh and blood inherit the kingdom of God? What does it look like when we 

don’t realize that? Why is this such a hard truth to come to grips with?  

  

  

  

4. Explain Paul’s taunt: “Where is your victory death? Your sting?” 

  

  

  

5. Give three situations you might use this passage to comfort/encourage someone. 

  

  

6. How does the teaching Paul gives in this section change life now, even while we wait for 

eternity?  (Hint: Look at verse 58).  

  

 Assignment: Memorize 1 Corinthians 15:54 & 58 
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CLOSING ANTHEM        (SUNG BY THE CHOIR )          GO NOW IN PEACE  

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know he will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
 

 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 

©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 

items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Across the Lands by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend Copyright 2002 Thankyou Music. 

Go Now in Peace by Don Bessig and Nancy Price Copyright 1988 Harold Flammer Music 

  

 

ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 

 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to 

want to find out more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 

Saatkamp or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor 

Scharf or the other ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information above.  

If you have any questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was 

taught, again, please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship.  And 

come again next week as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our risen 

Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, 

fellowship, and service opportunities. 
 

 

 

 
 

Prayer after 

 Worship 

Almighty God, 

grant that the 

Word which I 

have heard 

this day may 

through your 

grace be so 

planted in my 

heart that I 

may bring 

forth the fruit 

of the Spirit; 

through Jesus 

Christ, my 

Lord. Amen. 
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Abiding Grace Lutheran Preschool – 2, 3 & 4 Year olds!! 

Now Registering 2018-2019 School Year! 

Talk to Paulina Lightsey or Donna Burks if you have any questions about our Abiding Grace Preschool. 

Registration materials are on the preschool table in the back. Sign your 2- 4 year-old child up now for a 

loving, Christ-centered education. 

 
 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) 

Sign up for a NEW SESSION starting in the 2nd half of July. This class is designed to cover the basics of 

what Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings 

out there.  BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering 

membership or not.  Sign up for this study today!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided. 

 

Church Directory 

We are creating a new picture directory this year. The pictures are being taken in Newton County on 

August 10 & 11. If you cannot have them taken on those days please speak to Donna Burks (770-402-

1542) Please sign up in a time slot for one of those days and take a photography guide from the table. 

 

Ladies' Night Out, July 21 - Dinner & Covington Art Walk  

Ladies, please join us for a ladies' night out of fun and fellowship on Saturday, July 21 in downtown 

Covington. We will meet at 5:00 pm at Amici on the Covington Square and then enjoy the Covington 

Art Walk afterward. Please sign up or let Bekah Herman know if you plan to attend so we know what 

size table we will need for dinner. Join us! Bring a friend! 

 

Free Bible to Give!! 

Can you think of someone with whom you want to share God's Word? This week, July 16-21st, you'll 

have a tool to use for that. A local Christian bookstore (Lifeway) approached us about being a part of a 

promotion. We're not endorsing one store over another, but just wanted to pass on this opportunity. 

The coupon is your bulletin insert. Get to the store by July 21st and pick it up. The intent of this is that 

you will give that Bible to someone you know along with some information about our church. Then let 

Pastor know who you gave it to so we can pray that they use it. You can tell them about the promotion 

as a way to get into the conversation, but in the end, they'll end up with God's Word in their hands, and 

you might have an opportunity to talk about what His Word means to you.  It is a nice looking deluxe 

CSB bible, a translation that rated quite high in our synod's recent translation evaluation exercise. Let 

Pastor Scharf know if you have any questions and start thinking about who you want to give the gift of 

God's Word. 
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Soccer Camp Grill Out 

Hang around after our 10:30 service for our Soccer Camp Closing grill out. All are invited and welcome to 

join. Get to know the Abiding Grace family! 

 

Vicar Saatkamp Farewell – August 5th 

Join us on August 5th as we say goodbye to Vicar Saatkamp and Joanna. He will be returning to 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary for his final year of training. Come so that they can say goodbye to you 

too! We’ll have a pot luck dinner, so sign up for what you would like to bring! If you have any 

pictures/videos of Vicar and Joanna from this year that you’d be willing to share for the slideshow – 

please send them to Bekah Herman at bekahherman@bellsouth.net. Thank you! 

 

Ladies' Bible Study 

Our last LBS of Max Lucado's Traveling Light will be tonight, Sunday, July 15 at 6pm. We will be 

discussing Chapter 18 and the Conclusion of the book. We would love to have you join us. 

 

Canvassing – Come Help Us Invite our Neighbors – WEDNESDAYS AT 5:30 

We canvass every Wednesday this summer at 5:30pm. Come on out and help get the Word out about 

the Word we preach and teach here!  If that time is too early for you, call Pastor Scharf and we’ll make a 

later time work for you to join us! 
 

 

Camp S.O.U.T.H. Supply Run 

As host congregation for Camp South, we have many of the materials for the camp in our storage. On 

Sunday the 22nd, you are encouraged to help us deliver those supplies. We’ll load up some trucks from 

church to head there and then some of us will head to BJs to pick up more supplies. Let Pastor Scharf 

know if you are able to help! 

 

Communion Schedule Change 

Due to VBS and Soccer Camp Closing Services, in July our Communion Sundays are switched to the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays - July 8th and July 22nd.  

 

 

Confirmation 2018-2019 Planning Meeting – This Wednesday at 7pm 

Come on Wednesday night to get information on Confirmation Class – a key part of your child’s spiritual 

journey. The class is for middle-school students and so vital as they prepare to make their confirmation 

promises and commit to serving Christ in their lives. At the meeting we’ll plan a schedule for class and go 

over expectations and opportunities.  PLEASE let Pastor know if you won’t be able to be there (but please 

be there😊). 
 

mailto:bekahherman@bellsouth.net
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New Vicar Welcome and 15th Anniversary Celebration 

Join us Sunday, August 12th, as we welcome our new vicar, Orie 

Thomford. We will also be celebrating 15 years of God’s grace to 

Abiding Grace with a 15th anniversary celebration service and 

luncheon to follow. More details will be coming soon but for 

now, mark it on your calendars. 
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16 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8am   Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study  

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Mon. Wed. Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 

Wednesdays at 5:30pm Canvassing (help invite our neighbors!) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers and Middle Schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  

Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

July 15th, 6pm   Ladies Bible Study 

Wed. July 18th, 7pm  Confirmation Planning Meeting 

Sun. July 22nd, after church Camp SOUTH supply delivery (see Pastor for details)  

July 23-27   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington)  

Sun. July 29th   Christian Education Sunday – back to regular service schedule 

Sun. Aug. 5th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Saatkamp Farewell 

Sun. Aug. 5th, 9:15am  Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 

Fri. Aug. 10th 2-8:30pm  Picture taking 

Sat. Aug. 11th 10am – 4:40pm Picture taking 

Sun. Aug. 12th, 8 & 10:30am  Vicar Thomford Welcome &  

    Abiding Grace 15th Anniversary Celebration 

Sept. 1-3rd    WELS Labor Day Retreat (High Springs, FL) 

October 7th, 10:30am  Fall Festival 

 


