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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today we’re closing out our 
Soccer Camp, which followed the theme “Following God’s Game Plan.” Our focus today will 
be the focus of this past week, that is, God’s plans for us, our sometimes unwillingness and 
inability to follow them, and his faithfulness to his promises regardless of what we do. Also in 
our service today, we’ll have the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Questions for 
preparation are available on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal.  Here are some things 
that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Commitment” section might be helpful, hymns 452-479.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 

SOCCER CAMP CLOSING                                             JULY 16TH, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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735 Speak O Lord 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: #735     Speak O Lord (printed on page 3) 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
Kyrie: (sung by the cantor and congregation)                                     by David Haas 
 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: Christe eleison, eleison, Criste. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 
Lord Jesus, you feed us with the Word of life: Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
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Glory to God (sung by the Liturgist and congregation)                                           by David Haas 
 

 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:  
Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. (refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
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L: Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour 
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                           Jeremiah 29:4-11 
 
 4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into 
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what 
they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this 
is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners 
among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are 
prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the LORD. 
 10 This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 
come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.  
 
 
 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 
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THE SECOND LESSON     Romans 8:28-39  
  

 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers.30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
 31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom 
God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus who 
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 
 “For your sake we face death all day long; 
     we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers,39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM: This is My Word                                  By Pepper Choplin 
 

As the snow falls from heaven, as it comes in swirling showers from the sky, so is my Word. 
As the rains bring the water to the earth that is thirsty and dry, so is my Word.   
And the Word of my mouth, it shall not return empty; it will bless the earth wherever it is heard.   
This is my Word. 
As the rains bring renewal, and the tender buds begin to come alive, so is my Word. 
Giving seed to the sower, and the bread to the hungry ‘til they thrive, so is my Word.   
And the Word of my mouth, it shall not return empty, it will bless the earth wherever it is heard, 
this is my Word, this is my Word. 
 

O Lord, when I am weary, when I feel the days I’m living are in vain,  
My God, help me be faithful to the Word You have given to proclaim. 
Proclaim the Word, and you will go out in joy and be led forth in peace, 
And the hills will break before you into song. 
So be faithful, brave, and true, for I will go before you. 
And when your earthly journey here is done, I’ll say well done, I’ll say well done, I’ll say well done, well done. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY               Luke 9:18-27 
 
 18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked 
them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 
 19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one 
of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 
 20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
 Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 
 21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers 
of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 
 23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, 
and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of 
the holy angels. 27I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the kingdom of God.” 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #715  What Grace is This (printed on page 9) 

 

THE SERMON:            Romans 8:28-39 

A Plan for Good 
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THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 
respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward to discuss 
this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  (AGNUS DEI) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution, in the 10:30 
service, we will sing Hymn 741, Take and Eat (printed on page 14).  Following the distribution, the 
congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   

 

THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #414   I Leave All Things to God’s Direction  
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Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also 
get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

            Lector:  Vicar Micah Plocher 

         Preacher:  Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

  Accompanist:   Nancy Mathena 

Ushers: 8:00am     Alan Emery & Wayne Mathena 

           10:30am  Joe Herman, Peter Sahlstrom, Jerry VanVickle & Mike Kessler 

 Nursery: 10:30   Janette Scharf 

Cleaning Team:   Joe & Bekah Herman & Shirley Kunz 

 
Divine Service I. Words & Music: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 
 Kyrie & Glory to God by David Haas Copyright 1999 by GIA Publications, Inc 
 This is My Word by Pepper Choplin Copyright 1999 GlorySound 
 Speak O Lord by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend copyright 2006 Thankyou Music 
 What Grace Is This! By Laurie F. Gauger & G.A.Hennig copyright 2005 Laurie F. Gauger & G. A. Hennig 
 Take and Eat by Michael Joncas copyright 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Announcements 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Starting in August!!! 

In August we will start a new round of our popular Bible Information Class. This class is 
designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions about 
God’s Word and all the different teachings out there. BIC serves as our new member class, but 
everyone is welcome to come and study God’s Word, whether you are considering 
membership or not.  Sign up now!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
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Register for Preschool NOW! 
Beginning this August and running with the Newton County School Calendar, Abiding Grace 
provides a wonderful, safe environment for your kids to grow spiritually, emotionally and 
intellectually. Preschool for 3 and 4 year old classes will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
(9am-Noon)! Register now, since there are limited spaces available. All sorts of information 
can be found on the table in the gathering area, and you can talk to the teacher, Mrs. Paulina 
Lightsey. 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study: Our next Ladies’ Bible Study will be today, July 16 at 6pm.  We will be 
covering Chapter 7, from Max Lucado's Traveling Light.  You can join this Bible Study at any 
time, even if you do not have a book.  We hope to see you there! 
 

 

Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class 
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. July 18th, noon  Preschool Open Forum 
Mon. July 24th, 6:30pm  Preschool Open House 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
Sun. July 30th, 8 & 10:30 Christian Education Sunday 
Sun. Aug. 6th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Plocher Farewell 
Mon. Aug. 7th   Preschool First Day 
Sat. Aug. 12th, 8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Saatkamp Welcome 
Sept. 2 -4   WELS Labor Day Retreat 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 4:00pm  Reformation 500 Celebration 


