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          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
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Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. Today we have 
the special privilege of hearing the message of our salvation through the recitations and 
songs by the children in our congregation’s educational programs – Preschool, Sunday 
School, and Confirmation Class. Today, in this year of the celebration of the 500th 
Anniversary of the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation – our children will remind us of 
the “Sola’s” of the Reformation. The program, entitled “A Sola Christmas” will celebrate the 
gift of God in our salvation through Christ alone, by grace alone, through faith alone, 
recorded in Scripture alone, to the glory of God alone! 
 It is our prayer that these reminders will help all of us to celebrate a CHRISTian 
CHRISTmas. Our worship will follow the order of service printed in this bulletin, and we 
ask you all to participate in the places marked.  Here are some things that might be helpful as 
we worship: 
 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed for you. You'll need the hymnal for the singing the hymns listed in this bulletin. 

  
● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church 
with the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful 
noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room 
down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. 
Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for 
worship. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE       DECEMBER 24TH
 , 2017 

                  Newton County 
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A “Sola” Christmas 

  
Welcome by the Pastor 
 
Processional Hymn: #55 Oh, Come All Ye Faithful (children v1&3, congregation 2&4) 
  
Invocation: 
 
M(inister): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 
  
Responsive Reading (Psalm 96, selected verses): 
 
M: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
C:  Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation 
day after day. 
M: Declare his glory among the nations, 
C:  his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
M: Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, 
C:  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
M: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 
C:  tremble before him, all the earth. 
M: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
C:  let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
M: Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, 
C:  he comes to judge the earth. 
M: He will judge the world in righteousness 
C:  and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
 
  
Congregational Hymn: # 64 Let Us All With Gladsome Voice (children v1, cong. v2-4) 
 
  
Introduction by the Pastor 
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Part One: By Scripture Alone (Sola Scriptura) 
 
Narration & Recitation:  
 
By Scripture Alone... 

When the earth was new and people lived for hundreds of years, information was 
passed down from one generation to the next by word of mouth. Many generations were 
able to talk directly with Adam and Eve about the Garden of Eden, their fall into sin, and 
God’s promise of a Savior. As the first people began dying and the number of generations 
increased, it became necessary to record God’s promises. God tells us through his disciple 
Peter in the second book of Peter how this took place: 
  Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 
interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, 
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21) 
  

So how do we know that the baby whose birth we are celebrating is our Savior? 
Because Scripture tells us. That news can be found nowhere else but in God’s Word. God 
gave his people prophecies—pictures of coming events—so they would recognize the 
Messiah when he came. 
   “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 
  “The Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 
   “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  

(Micah 5:2) 
   “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 
people of Israel and Judah. In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from 
David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’”  

(Jeremiah 33:14-16) 
  
 
Hymn: #67 What Child is This (sung by the congregation) 
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Part Two: By Faith Alone, Through Christ Alone (Sola Fide, Solus Christus) 
  
Narration & Recitation:  
 
By Faith Alone, Through Christ Alone... 

 
In the 11th chapter of the letter to the Hebrews, we find a definition for faith: “Faith 

is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” When we receive unsettling 
news, our reaction might be to doubt the truth of this news. Today we see in Mary an 
example of a strong faith as she reacts to some potentially startling news. 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.”  
  “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is 
impossible with God.”  

 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel 
left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 
  

Mary was chosen by God to give birth to the Savior. Mary was not special in and of 
herself, but by faith—a gift of the Holy Spirit—she trusted God and his Word. Many people 
today say they have faith, but too often it is in someone or something that provides no 
lasting foundation. Scripture tells us, that there is only one sure foundation for our faith—
Jesus Christ. 
  Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” (John 14:6) 
  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12) 
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Thousands of years after making the first promise of a Savior, God finally sent the 
Messiah. Listen again to those familiar words proclaiming Jesus’ birth: 
  

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went 
to their own town to register.  
  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  
  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
(Luke 2:1-7) 
  
Preschool children come forward. 
 
Hymn: #68 Away in a Manger (preschool v1, Sunday School v2, congregation v3) 
  
 
Part Three: To God’s Glory Alone (Soli Deo Gloria) 
  
Narration & Recitation:  
 
To God’s Glory Alone... 
 

Matthew, the author of the first book of the Bible’s New Testament, records the 
angel’s instructions to Joseph concerning Mary’s child: 
  “You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

(Matthew 1:21) 
  

We have no part in saving ourselves. The Bible tells us we are saved through Christ 
alone. So we give God alone all the glory in thankfulness for sending his Son to save us. Yes, 
tonight we see a humble baby in a manger; but the apostle Paul reminds us in his letter to the 
Philippians of Jesus’ honored place: 
  God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 
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The angels gave us a good example when they praised God after telling the 
shepherds the news of Jesus’ birth. 
  There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ, the Lord. This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:8-14) 
  
Hymn: #61 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (children v1, congregation v2-3) 
  
Part Four: By Grace Alone (Sola Gratia) 
  
Narration & Recitation:  
 
By Grace Alone... 

In the next few days many of you will be opening your Christmas gifts. What did you 
do to earn those gifts? The moment we do something to earn them, they are no longer gifts.  
Out of love for us, God gave the most precious gift on that first Christmas night—the 
Savior who lived a perfect life and suffered and died to pay for our sins. 

Our sinful nature wants nothing to do with God and his precious gift. Despite that 
fact, God loves us still. God’s love is undeserved. That is GRACE! The apostle Paul reminds 
us: 

It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8,9) 
  

After you have opened your gifts, do you keep quiet about them? Or do you tell all 
your friends what you have received? When the shepherds saw God’s gift to the world, they 
did not keep the news to themselves. They spread the word so that others could experience 
God’s grace too! 
  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart.  

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. (Luke 2:15-20) 
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Hymn: #57 Go tell it on the Mountain (children v1, congregation v2-3) 
  
Devotion by the Pastor 
 
 
Responsive Prayer of Response 
 
M: God our Wonderful Counselor, in your Word you reveal to us who you are and what we 
are. 
C: Through your Scriptures alone you show us that you are righteous and we are not. 
You show us that you are love and that we are forgiven. 
M: Mighty God, you provide us with certain hope and redeem us from our sin. 
C: Through faith alone we hold to your promises, and through Christ alone we 
receive salvation. 
M: Everlasting Father, you rule the universe, the church, and the hearts of your people. 
C: To you alone belongs all glory and praise! 
M: Prince of Peace, your love covers us and fills us and moves us. 
C: Through grace alone we receive new life and eternal hope. 
M: Faithful God, move us to rejoice in our salvation and to share eagerly this Good News 
with others. 
C: Help us to live for you through Scripture alone, by faith alone, in Christ alone, 
under grace alone, and to your glory alone.  Amen. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Benediction 
  
Recessional Hymn: #62 Joy to the World (children v1, congregation v2-3, all v4) 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 
Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These and the following items 
are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318:  
 A Sola Christmas, Matthew Manthe, NPH 2017 
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Welcome! 
      It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick 
around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Many thanks to 
the dedicated teachers and parents of our Sunday School and especially to the kids who worked so hard to 
be able to proclaim God’s Word for you this morning! 
     If the Spirit has worked through his Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again tonight to celebrate Christmas with our Christmas Eve Candlelight Services at 5&7:30pm.  
Prior to each service we’ll have a chance to sing some of our favorite Christmas Hymns during our 15-minute 
sing-a-long. See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

Opportunities in the Word 
 

 
BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC)   

Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions and strengthen your 
relationship with God. We’ll cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer 
your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there. BIC serves as our 
new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or 
not. Childcare is available. All materials will be provided.  Come grow with us! You can either 
jump in to the current class which is a little over half-way through or sign up for the new 
class starting in January! 

 
 Current Class - Tuesdays at 7pm (on Lesson 7) 
 Upcoming Class – Beginning in January Sign up now and you can have input 
on day of week and time of class. I’ll check with everyone on the list to try to get a time 
that works for all! 

 
Wednesdays in the Word 
 Beginning again in January, join us each Wednesday for a great opportunity for 
the whole family to grow in God’s Word! With Bible studies and activities for every age 
group, it’s a wonderful mid-week pick-me-up!  

Adult Bible Study – 7pm 
Youth  Group (Middle & High Schoolers) – 7pm 

Kids Club (1-10 year olds) – 7pm 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL!!! – SUNDAYS AT 9:15AM 
 If you were impressed by how well the children did today at sharing the good 
news about Jesus and want that for your child – make a commitment in the New Year to 
have your children in Sunday School (and you can grow in the Word at Adult Bible 
Study at the same time).  There are classes for each age group to learn at their level.   
 
PRESCHOOL! 
 Same goes for our preschool program! There are still spots available in our 3&4 
year old class for this year, and for both the 2-year old and 3-4 year old classes for the 
2018-2019 school year.  Register early to ensure your space and this great quality 
Christian Education for your child. 

 

Upcoming Youth Activities – SIGN UP NOW! 

 
Teen Ski Weekend! 
Are you still looking for a great present for your kids ($125 or $165 depending on if you 
tube or ski)? How about an awesome weekend of skiing and fellowship with other teens 
from all over the Southeast! February 2nd-4th is this year’s WELS Teen Ski Weekend. It 
will be in the mountains of Gatlinburg, TN. Activities begin Friday night and go through 
Sunday afternoon. Check out the signup sheet in back for all the details, sign up there, 
and then register online today! 
 
WELS International Youth Rally – June 26th-29th 

Sign up now since registration fills up fast and we will want to get a jump start on the 
fundraising for this amazing trip. Last time, there were around 2000 youths coming 
together to grow in God’s grace in Colorado.  This year, we’ll travel to the campus of 
Bowling Green University for this week of worship and workshops and activities and 
friendship and fellowship and a whole lot of fun.  The cost is $345/participant if we 
register early enough. 
 
Camp S.O.U.T.H. – July 23rd-27th 
This AMAZING event is right in our backyard at the FFA camp in Covington. Sign up 
now so we can make plans to have a great group involved.  More information coming, 
but last year was $275 per participant for the whole week. 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 

Sundays at 8am  Worship (except next Sunday 12/31 – Unity Sunday) 

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7 pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Mon. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st, 10:30am Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Jan. 14th, 8& 10:30  Commitment Sunday / New Member Welcome Banquet 
Feb. 2-4   Youth Ski Trip Weekend – Gatlinburg, TN 
June 26-29th (Sign up NOW) International Youth Rally for High Schoolers 
July 23rd-28th (Sign up NOW) Camp S.O.U.T.H. (for 4th-8th graders)  

 
New Member Welcome – Jan. 14th 
Join us on Jan. 14th to welcome all our new members from the previous year.  (New 
Members – make sure you mark your calendars to be here!!!) We’ll have a great meal 
after the 10:30 service with a  program welcoming new members and letting everyone 
know about a bunch of the opportunities to get involved here at Abiding Grace.  
 
Chair Committee – Help us get New Chairs for the Sanctuary!!! 

On January 14th, after the New Member Welcome, a new committee will meet for the 
first time.  In our Plan of Ministry, we agreed to put together a plan for purchasing new 
matching, comfortable chairs for our Newton County Sanctuary. We’d like interested 
people who are willing to help do some research and put together a proposal for our net 
Voters Meeting come together and make a plan!  Let Pastor Scharf or Brian Patrick 
know if you are willing to serve in this way! 
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Don’t Miss: Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Tonight 5pm & 7:30 pm (Hymn sing starts 4:45&7:15) 
 

 
 

There will be special music by the choir, a powerful message of peace from God’s Word 

and the opportunity to quietly contemplate the greatest story ever told! 

 
Read Your Bible in a Year! 
There are a lot of great ways to take time in God’s Word every day. Please do it! You 
won’t regret it.  If you are interested in trying to read through the Bible in its entirety in 
2018, check out the table in the gathering area with schedules that can help you.  These 
will be attached to the member email this Wednesday as well if you prefer a digital copy. 

If you don’t get those emails, sign up at the links below  

Receive Daily Devotions and Church Updates in Your Email 
If you’re not already getting daily devotions and church updates in your email, go to the links below and sign up! 

 Daily Devotions: http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL 

 Weekly Sermons:  http://eepurl.com/cy7DA 

 Invitations and Upcoming Events: http://eepurl.com/dJ-EA 

 Weekly Bulletin Announcements: http://eepurl.com/dSY19  

http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL
http://eepurl.com/cy7DA

