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  Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691   
          Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
                     

   Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton Co.) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

   Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 
          Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
           Email:           pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

              

                                                                                      Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                             414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com   

 
 
Welcome to Worship!  We are glad you are here today to praise God and hear his 

Word.  Today, we celebrate the festival of the Lutheran Reformation, where we praise God 
for the dedication of all those willing to risk their lives to stand up for the truth of God’s 
Word. This year marks the 500th Anniversary of the posting of the 95 Theses, the event many 
historians point to as the beginning of the Reformation. We are excited that our brothers and 
sisters from the Atlanta area are here to celebrate with us. We will take the opportunity today 
to demonstrate that fellowship we share in our church body by participating in the Lord’s 
Supper together. Because of what God’s Word says about that fellowship and the warning 
attached to Communion, we ask that only those members of our sister churches 
(WELS/ELS) come forward at that time. If you have questions about this practice, please 
speak to Pastor Scharf.  

   This service folder will guide you through our service. Today our order of service is 
largely the one proposed for the new hymnal, so it may be unfamiliar to some. We pray you’ll 
enjoy it.  You’ll need the hymnal that was on your chair for the hymns referenced in this 
bulletin. If you have need of a restroom, they are down the hall behind this room on the left, 
and the nursery is available across the hall from the restrooms if your child needs a break.  
While we encourage families to worship together and appreciate the occasional “joyful noises” 
the kids contribute – if you feel the need, please feel free to watch and listen to worship on the 
closed circuit TV there, or leave your child with the volunteers and join us again in the service.  

Please enjoy the service.  You may use the hymnal to give you food for thought as we 
prepare for worship this Sunday.  The “Reformation” section of the hymnal (Hymns 199-205) 
might be especially helpful as we consider how God’s salvation for mankind is by grace alone, 
through faith alone, and found in Scripture alone.  Also notice a great wealth of prayers and 
psalms that will help you prepare for worship.   May God bless our worship together! 

OCTOBER 29, 2017 THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 

                  Newton County 
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THE SERVICE 
 
WELCOME BY THE PASTOR 
 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: #204      O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness. 

L:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father, 
 I am sinful by nature 
  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
  I have not loved others as I should.  
 I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
      But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
 with his holy life and innocent death. 
      Trusting in him, I pray: 
 God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

L: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, 

as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the  +  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie, eleison 

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
GLORIA (GLORY TO GOD) 

The Gloria will be sung by the choir. 
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THE WORD   

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your 
saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:       Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON:                                                       DANIEL 3:16-28 
 

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do 
not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing 
furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your 
Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will 
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his 
attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than 
usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing 
their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing 
furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the 
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fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, 
firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, 
“Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, 

and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, 

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, 
governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed 
their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was 
no smell of fire on them. 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied 
the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any 
god except their own God. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR: HYMN #293 God’s Word is Our Great Heritage 
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THE SECOND LESSON:                                                  ROMANS 3:19-28 
 

 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore 
no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the 
law we become conscious of our sin. 

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so 
as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires 
works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified 
by faith apart from the works of the law. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
THE PSALM OF THE DAY:  A MIGHTY FORTRESS   (sung by the choir) 

Martin Luther’s Devotion on Psalm 46   Setting by Jay Rouse 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 

Our helper He amid the flood, of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe, doth seek to work us woe. 

His craft and pow’r are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing. 

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;  

Lord Sabaoth His name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle. 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours, through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill, God’s truth 

 abideth still: His kingdom is forever and ever! A mighty fortress is our God! 
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Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Sung by the Choir. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY             Matthew 10:16-23 
 
16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 

and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local 
councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before 
governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do 
not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for 
it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel 
against their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of 
me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one 
place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel 
before the Son of Man comes. 
 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Be seated 
 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  In Christ Alone    (printed on next pages) 

THE SERMON:         ROMANS 3:19-28 

Here We Stand 
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Stand 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Be seated 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER:  (Spoken responsively with the liturgist, using Luther’s Small Catechism) 

L: I invite you to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me the Lord's Prayer as Christ our 
Lord taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven... 

L: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that he is our true Father and that we are 
his true children, so that we may pray to him as boldly and confidently as dear children ask 
their dear father. 

C: Hallowed be Thy name... 

L: God’s name is certainly holy by itself, but we pray in this petition that we too may keep it 
holy. 

C: Thy Kingdom come… 

L: God’s kingdom certainly comes by itself, even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition 
that it may come to us and to many others. 

C: Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven… 

L: God’s good and gracious will is certainly done without our prayer, but we pray in this petition 
that it may be done among us also. 

C: Give us this day our daily bread… 

L: God surely gives daily bread without our asking, even to all the wicked, but we pray in this 
petition that he would lead us to realize this and receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 

C: And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us… 

L: We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins or because 
of them deny our prayers; for we are worthy of none of the things for which we ask, neither 
have we deserved them, but we ask that he would give them all to us by grace; for we daily 
sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment.  So we too will forgive from the heart 
and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

C: And lead us not into temptation… 

L: God surely tempts no one to sin, but we pray that God would guard and keep us, so that the 
devil, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us or lead us into false belief, despair, and 
other great and shameful sins; and though we are tempted by them, we pray that we may 
overcome and win the victory. 

C: But deliver us from evil… 

L: In conclusion we pray that our Father in heaven would deliver us from every evil that 
threatens body and soul, property and reputation, and finally when our last hour comes, grant 
us a blessed end and graciously take us from this world of sorrow to himself in heaven. 
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C: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

L: We can be sure that these petitions are acceptable to our Father in heaven and are heard by 
him, for he himself has commanded us so to pray and has promised to hear us.   Therefore 
we say: 

 

C:  “Amen.”  “Yes, it shall be so.” 

 

 

THE OFFERING: 
As we celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation this year, we celebrate the grace of God in allowing 

us to start two new congregations in our Peachtree Circuit this year.  The offering today will be split between our new 
mission starts in Chattanooga, TN and Intown Atlanta. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry together.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that 
is being handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end 
of the row. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward for 

communion so that you can discuss this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 
 

Stand 

Preface 

L: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you.    

                                                                                             
L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all 

people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY) Sung by the choir. 
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THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

L: Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the 
crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to 
redeem us from sin. 

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)  (the choir sings the first line and congregation is invited to join in on rest.) 

 
 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers. You will approach up the center aisle and 
return via the side aisles. You will have the choice between individual and common cup.  To choose the common 
cup, simply refrain from the individual when it passes by. During the distribution, we will sing Hymn 313 
Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior, and Hymn 317, O Lord, We Praise You.  
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L: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. 

L: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

L: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #203   Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 
The above image is Luther’s seal, depicting our faith in the cross of Christ at the center, placed in our heart by 

grace alone through faith alone and by God’s Word alone. 
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WELCOME!   
     It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around 
after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf or 
any of the members after worship.  And come again next week as we join together again to worship God for 
the salvation he has given us by grace alone, through faith alone, revealed in Scripture alone.   

 

 
 

Let’s Eat!!  German Feast  Following the service we will transition the sanctuary into our 
fellowship hall.  We’d ask that you follow the direction of the ushers on the way out and 
(weather permitting) go out the front doors, take a left outside around to the side doors 
where you will enter through the Graceway and into the food serving line. By the time you 
get through, there will be tables set up in the sanctuary for dinner.  Many thanks to all our 
volunteers who prepared the meal and are helping to get everything set up. Following the 
announcements after the service, Pastor will conclude his prayer inviting us to give thanks 
with the words of the Psalmist: 
 

O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good,  
for his mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Jonathan Scharf  

   Preacher:  Pastor Jonathan Schroeder 

  Crucifer:  Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

   Acolyte: Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

     Choir Director:  Dr. Laurie Deemer 

        Accompanist:  Mrs. Nancy Mathena 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from “The Service”, being field tested for our new hymnal by 

Northwestern Publishing House. The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318, or CCLI License #11469598: 

In Christ Alone by Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend Copyright 2002 by Thankyou Music 

A Mighty Fortress by Jay Rouse Translated by Frederick H. Hedge Copyright 2012 by Highwoods Music Publishing 


