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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Many things in life threaten 
to divert us from the path of following Jesus. Today we hear Jesus’ call to follow him and 
learn how he himself sets our feet on the path of faith, of repentance, of forgiveness, and of 
eternal life. Also in our service today, we’ll have the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper.  
Questions for preparation are available on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal.  Here are 
some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Commitment” section might be helpful, hymns 452-479.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                         JULY 2ND, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: #463      Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in 
sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 
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L: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as 
we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 
 

GLORY TO GOD – Gloria in Excelsis  tune from hymn 480  Luke 2:14 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour 
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                           1 Kings 19:19-21 
Elisha showed his whole-hearted dedication to God’s call by doing away with his previous livelihood. 
 
 19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and 
threw his cloak around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my 
father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”  
 “Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”  
 21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. 
He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. 
Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his attendant.  
 
 
 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: #62 (read responsively)                                    
 
L:  My soul finds rest in God alone; 
C:  My salvation comes from him. 
L:  He alone is my rock and my salvation; 
C:  He is my fortress, I will never be shaken. 
L:  Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; 
C:  My hope comes from him. 
L:  Though your riches increase, 
C:  Do not set your heart on them. 
L:  My salvation and my honor depend on God; 
C:  He is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
L:  Trust in him at all times, O people; 
C:  Pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Spirit, 
        As it was in the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
THE SECOND LESSON     2 Corinthians 11:21b-30  
St. Paul’s dedication to follow Jesus was demonstrated by God’s grace given to him to endure incredible 
hardships and sufferings. 
  

 21 What anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to 
boast about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s 
descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I 
am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more 
severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the 
forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I 
was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the 
move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own 
countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger 
at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone 
without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been 
cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the 
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly 
burn? 
  30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.  
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY :     MARK 8:34b 

L:  Alleluia! If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross    
and follow me. 

C:  Alleluia! 

 

THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                     Luke 9:51-62 
Jesus addressed a number of different distractions that prevent people from whole-heartedly following him. 
 
 51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out 
for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 
things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us 
to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56and 
they went to another village.  
 57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.”  
 58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
place to lay his head.”  
 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”  
 But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  
 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.”  
 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye 
to my family.” 
  62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service 
in the kingdom of God.”  

 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #465  Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
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THE SERMON:            Luke 7:36-50 

Jesus has resolved to set your path: 
1. To follow him through all hardship. 

2. To follow him past misplaced priorities. 

 
 
 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 



 9 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward to discuss 
this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 
 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  (AGNUS DEI) 
 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution, in the 10:30 
service, we will sing Hymn 315, Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face.  Following the 
distribution, the congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   
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THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: #496   Glorious in Majesty     
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Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also 
get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Presiding Minister: Micah Plocher 

Preacher: Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Accompanist: Nancy Mathena 

Ushers: 8:00am    Gregg Burkhalter & Jean Guillot 

             10:30am  Bob Finch, Jeff Farries, Greg Porter & Brian Patrick 

Nursery: 10:30 Tina Jenkins 

Cleaning Team: Henrys & Sherry Carroll 

 
Divine Service I. Words & Music: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 

 

Announcements 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm 

Join us on Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm our popular Bible Information Class.  This 
“double round” will feature identical classes on Sunday and Tuesday of each week. This class 
is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions 
about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member 
class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up 
now!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
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Summer Ministry Assistants: 
Please make a point to introduce yourself to Jacob Ungemach and Will DeMarce. They are 
with us for 10 weeks to help us in our outreach ministry. Please consider teaming up with 
them to make visits – no experience necessary. They can even do all the talking if you’d like! 
Speak with them or Pastor Scharf to reserve your day for making visits with them. And join us 
every Wednesday at 5:30pm for canvassing as well. (This Wednesday, the confirmation 
students will be canvassing with us, meeting at 6:30pm. Otherwise, 5:30 pm is always the start 
time. 
 
WELS Labor Day Retreat: 
The Labor Day Retreat this year runs Saturday September 2 – Monday September 4.  This 
year's Retreat will be held at Hard Labor Creek State Park near Rutledge, Ga - about an hour 
east of Atlanta. Activities include opening & closing devotions, Sunday worship with 
communion, Adult Bible studies, Children's Bible studies with associated activities & crafts,  
Game night, campfire sing-along, & a talent show. 
There's also plenty of free time for hiking, canoeing, fishing, birding, lake swimming, napping!, 
chatting, & laughing (lots & lots of laughing!). Hard Labor Creek is well-known for its golf 
course, so bring your clubs! 
GROUP CAMP CABINS: Cabins hold 8 people; there may be more than one family in a 
cabin. The fee includes lodging & meals as above. (children 4 & under are free)  
Adults(12 & over): $55  
Child(5-11): $35  
Under 5: FREE (Maximum Family Cost $180 
If you would like to attend for one day it is $15. 
To register go to http://welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com/REGISTER.html 
 
Soccer Camp signup sheets:  
Please see the signup sheets in the entry way to help with supplies for camp and for the 
cookout on July 16 after the 10:30 service. Then join us for the cook out on July 16. 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study: Our next Ladies’ Bible Study will be on Sunday, July 16 at 6pm.  We 
will be covering Chapter 7, from Max Lucado's Traveling Light.  You can join this Bible Study 
at any time, even if you do not have a book.  We hope to see you there! 
 
Summer Sunday School:  Summer Sunday School is in full swing! Kids (infants - middle 
school), join us on Sundays at 9:15 as we have a great time exploring the Ten Commandments 
and enjoying fellowship with your Abiding Grace friends. 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class 
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sat. July 8th, 8am  Men’s Bible Study  
Sun. July 9th, noon  Ladies meeting 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp 2017* 
Sun. July 18th, noon  Preschool Open Forum 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
Sun. July 30th, 8 & 10:30 Education Sunday 
Sun. Aug. 6th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Plocher Farewell 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Saatkamp Welcome  

 
*Register now for Soccer Camp on the information table, or online at soccer.abidinggrace.com.  You can sign up to 
help on the information table as well! 
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July 10th-14th 
9am – Noon 
Register online at 

soccer.abidinggrace.com 
Or call (770) 385-7691 

 

$45 
 

Led by coaches and 
players from 

Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Soccer 

 

Includes t-shirt 
and soccer ball* 

*Register by July 5th to guarantee shirt 
and soccer ball. 


