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  ABIDING GRACE 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

THIRD  SUNDAY AFTER  PENTECOST                                                   JUNE 24, 2018  

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re 

glad you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today we 

will see our God’s power over wind and wave and over every storm in our lives. Here 

are some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the 

hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, 

songs and other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate 

here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the “Trust” section might be helpful, 

hymns 414-451.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous 

“joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, 

there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on 

our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return 

to the sanctuary for worship. 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back 

of the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, 

thank you for 

bringing me 

here this 

morning to 

worship you 

and to be fed 

by your Word. 

Open my 

heart and my 

mind to hear 

your Word. 

Comfort me  

by your word I 

hear today 

with 

reminders of 

your power in 

every trial I go 

through all 

week long. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 
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THE ORDER OF  SERVICE  

Our service is introduced by music from the piano and a welcome from the presiding 

minister (also known as the “liturgist”). 

WELCOME  
 

 

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C(ongregation): Amen. 

OPENING HYMN  405  V .  1-4     OH ,  FOR A FAITH THAT W ILL  NOT SHRINK  

 

 

CONFESSION OF S INS  

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

ABSOLUTION  

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

reminds 

worshippers 

of their 

baptism in the 

name of the 

One true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 

 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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P R A Y E R  A N D  P R A I S E  

Kyrie Eleison: (sung by the Cantor and congregation)   by David Haas 

The title of this ancient song, Kyrie Eleison, means “Lord, have mercy.”   

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: 

Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: 

Christe eleison, eleison, Criste. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body & blood: 

Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

 

Gloria: (sung by the cantor and congregation)                              by David Haas 

The title of this ancient song, Gloria in Excelsis Deo,  

means “Glory to God in the highest.”   

 

 

 

Kyrie 

Kyrie is the 

Greek word 

for Lord. The 

expression, 

“Lord, have 

mercy” is one 

of the oldest 

worship 

responses in 

the Christian 

church. 

 

Gloria in 

Excelsis 

This song with 

roots in the 

4
th

 century 

proclaims the 

great things 

God has done 

to rescue us 

from sin, 

death, and the 

devil.  

 



5 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

You take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

receive our prayer. (refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this 

world so that your Church may worship you in peace and joy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed 

especially toward them.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                          MARK 4:41B  

L:  Alleluia. Even the wind and the waves obey him! 

  

C:  Alleluia! 

Verse of the 

Day 

The Verse of 

the Day serves 

to highlight 

one of the 

main themes 

for this 

Sunday of the 

Church Year. 

It also serves 

to prepare our 

hearts to 

receive God’s 

teaching in 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 

Traditionally, 

the verse is 

sung by a 

cantor or 

choir. 
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F IRST READING                                        ACTS 27:13-26  

 13 
When a gentle south wind began to blow, they saw their opportunity; so 

they weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete. 
14 

Before very long, a wind 

of hurricane force, called the Northeaster, swept down from the island. 
15 

The ship 

was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and 

were driven along. 
16 

As we passed to the lee of a small island called Cauda, we were 

hardly able to make the lifeboat secure, 
17 

so the men hoisted it aboard. Then they 

passed ropes under the ship itself to hold it together. Because they were afraid they 

would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and let the 

ship be driven along. 
18 

We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next 

day they began to throw the cargo overboard. 
19 

On the third day, they threw the 

ship’s tackle overboard with their own hands. 
20 

When neither sun nor stars appeared 

for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being 

saved. 
 21 

After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them 

and said: “Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you 

would have spared yourselves this damage and loss.
22 

But now I urge you to keep up 

your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be 

destroyed. 
23 

Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 

serve stood beside me 
24 

and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before 

Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’ 
25 

So keep 

up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told 

me. 
26 

Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island.” 

 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 419  V .  1-3                  IF GOD H IMSELF BE FOR ME  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 

 



7 

 

SERMON                     MARK 4:35-41 

Jesus Commands All Creation 

1. For the Care of His Church 

2. For the Comfort of His Church 
 35 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the 

other side.” 
36 

Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the 

boat. There were also other boats with him. 
37 

A furious squall came up, and the 

waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 
38 

Jesus was in the stern, 

sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you 

care if we drown?” 
 39 

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”Then 

the wind died down and it was completely calm. 
 40 

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 
 41 

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and 

the waves obey him!” 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH      APOSTLES ’  CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

Public 

confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

proclaims and 

confesses the 

same saving 

faith in Jesus 

that the 

Apostles held 

and taught. 
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OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined 

together to do the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the 

offering, please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed 

down your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the 

chair at the end of the row. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

THE LORD ’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE LORD ’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4).  

 



9 

 

19-M INUTE B IBLE STUDY                                                              JOB 27:2-6  &  38:1-11 

 
27:2

“As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice, the Almighty, who has made my life 

bitter,
3 

as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils, 
4 

my lips will not say anything 

wicked, and my tongue will not utter lies. 
5 

I will never admit you are in the right; till I die, I will not deny 

my integrity. 
6 

I will maintain my innocence and never let go of it; my conscience will not reproach me as 

long as I live.
 

 
38:1

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm. He said: 
2 

“Who is this that obscures my 

plans with words without knowledge? 
3 

Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer 

me. 
4 

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 
5 

Who marked off its 

dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it. 
6 

On what were its footings set, or 

who laid its cornerstone—
7 

while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? 
8 

“Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, 
9 

when I made the clouds its 

garment and wrapped it in thick darkness,
10 

when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, 
11 

when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt’? 

 

1. Review the details - what physical dangers and disasters happened to Job that were completely outside 

his control? Describe how Job initially handled these disasters. Does the excerpt from Job 27 show a 

change in the way Job has started to think about what happened to him? If so, describe that change. 

 

2. Explain in your own words what God's reply to Job is communicating. Your sinful nature will never find 

this satisfying--for what reasons? Your new self given by the Holy Spirit rejoices in God's answer--for what 

reasons? 

 

3. Today's sermon was on the Gospel of the Day where Jesus stilled the storm. That account often gets 

allegorized by preachers who talk about "the storms of life." What are the dangers in allegorizing like 

that? What connections can we make between the Gospel of the Day and Job's situation without 

allegorizing? 

 

4. For the last few centuries, western civilization has increasingly thought of the world and its operation in 

purely scientific terms. The more we understand about gravity, magnetism, biology, molecular science, 

and such, the more we believe we understand how the world works. In what ways does God redirect our 

thinking in these passages from Job? Tell what this leads you to pray about. 
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CLOSING PRAYER (SUNG BY THE CONGREGATION )   

The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 

Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 

Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  

Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 

God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 

©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 

items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Glory to God, David Haas, GIA Publications, G-3109  
 

ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to 

want to find out more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 

Saatkamp or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor 

Scharf or the other ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information above.  

If you have any questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was 

taught, again, please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship.  And 

come again next week as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our risen 

Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, 

fellowship, and service opportunities. 
 

Prayer after 

 Worship 

Almighty God, 

grant that the 

Word which I 

have heard 

this day may 

through your 

grace be so 

planted in my 

heart that I 

may bring 

forth the fruit 

of the Spirit; 

through Jesus 

Christ, my 

Lord. Amen. 

 



11 

 

New Abiding Grace Church Council 

Congratulations to our newly elected council members and a heartfelt thanks to all who have finished 

their term of service (Jeff Ferries as Director of Elders and Tom Rahrig as Secretary. Please keep our 

new servants in your prayers: President: Peter Sahlstrom, Secretary: Richard Terry, Director of 

Member Ministry: Greg Porter, Director of Elders: Joe Herman.  

 

Communion Schedule Change 

Due to VBS and Soccer Camp Closing Services, in July our Communion Sundays will switch to the 2
nd

 

and 4
th

 Sundays - July 8
th

 and July 22
nd

.  
 

 

Canvassing – Come Help Us Invite our Neighbors – WEDNESDAYS AT 5:30 

We canvass every Wednesday this summer at 5:30pm. Come on out and help get the Word out about 

the Word we preach and teach here!  If that time is too early for you, call Pastor Scharf and we’ll make 

a later time work for you to join us! 
 

WELS Labor Day Retreat 

Looking for an awesome way to spend your Labor Day weekend? Join people from all over our South 

Atlantic district for camping, hiking, fishing, canoeing and much more this Labor Day weekend. This 

year’s retreat will be held at Florida Bible Camp in High Springs, FL. For all the info go to 

www.welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com.  
 

Abiding Grace Lutheran Preschool – 2, 3 & 4 Year olds!! 

Now Registering 2018-2019 School Year! 

Talk to Tina Jenkins, Paulina Lightsey, or Donna Burks if you have any questions about our Abiding 

Grace Preschool. Registration materials are on the preschool table in the back. Sign your 2- 4 year-old 

child up now for a loving, Christ-centered education. 
 

WELS Marriage Enrichment & Get-Away Weekend – January 25-27 

It’s simple, really. Marriage is a man and a woman promising to live together as husband and wife until 

death. But anyone who has tried it knows it’s also complicated. Spend the weekend with your spouse 

making it simple again. In Simply Marriage couples learn to overcome frustration, appreciate their 

incompatibility, break patterns that destroy oneness, use words that work and grow more intimate. 

Register for Simply Marriage in Chattanooga, Tennessee, January 25-27, 2019. Visit 

www.wels.net/adult-discipleship for more information and to register. Space is limited so register soon! 

 

VBS BEGINS TOMORROW! 

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard at getting things ready for Splash Canyon! We will be 

setting up immediately following the 10:30 service. If you would still like to volunteer, please talk with 

Vicar right away. We still need more helpers to have things run smoothly so please consider this 

opportunity for service. If you have any questions, talk with Vicar 414-828-9991. 

http://www.welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com/
http://www.wels.net/adult-discipleship
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8am   Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study  

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Bible Information Class 

Mon. Wed. Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 

Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class 

Wednesdays at 5:30pm Canvassing (help invite our neighbors!) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers and Middle Schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  

Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

June 24
th

, 9:15am  Elders Meeting 

June 25-29   Vacation Bible School: Splash Canyon (sign up now!!) 

    vbs.abidinggrace.com 

June 26-29   “Never Alone" teen camp (Bowling Green)  

July 8
th

, 9:15am   Ushers Training Meeting 

July 9-13, 9am-Noon  Soccer Camp 2018 (sign up now)  

    soccer.abidinggrace.com 

July 14
th

, 8am   Men’s Bible Study (at Conyers Golden Corral on 138) 

July 15
th

, 6pm   Ladies Bible Study 

July 23-27   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4
th

-8
th

 Graders in Covington)  

Sun. Aug. 5
th

, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Farewell 

Sun. Aug. 12
th

, 8 & 10:30am  Vicar Welcome &  

    Abiding Grace 15
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

Sept. 1-3   WELS Labor Day Retreat (High Springs, FL) 

 


