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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word.  Today as we celebrate our 
earthly fathers, God’s Word focuses us on the love of our Heavenly Father, who guides, 
protects, helps, and provides for us, completely out of his grace. Also in our service today, 
we’ll have the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Questions for preparation are 
available on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal.  Here are some things that may help you 
as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Justification” section might be helpful, hymns 376-401.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                         JUNE 18TH, 2017 

             Newton County 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: #385      Chief of Sinners Though I Be 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS: Melodic Gloria               (James Chepponis)   
       

Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  The Gloria in 
Excelsis, which echoes the praises of the angels, has been in use as a song of worship among Christians since the 4th 

century.  For our Gloria today we use a new melody for these ancient words.  After the cantor introduces the refrain once, 
please sing along with the Refrain each time it occurs.  After the last verse it will be sung twice. 

 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father.  Refrain 
 

We worship you, we give you thanks,  
We praise you for your glory.  Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
Receive our prayer.  Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit in the Glory of God the Father.  Refrain (twice) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 

O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. 
Show us your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly 
lives that we do not lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                           Daniel 9:15-19 
 
 15 “Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done 
wrong. 16 O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath 
from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have 
made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us.  
 17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, O 
Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, O God, and hear; open your 
eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you 
because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! 
O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and your 
people bear your Name.”  

 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 

 
 
 
DUET: The Lord Is Kind and Merciful                                   by Marty Haugen 
 (Psalm 103) 
 

(refrain) The Lord is kind and merciful, the Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all my being bless his name; 
bless the Lord, and forget not his benefits.  (refrain) 
 

He pardons all your iniquities, and comforts your sorrows, 
Redeems your life from destruction, and crowns you with his kindness. (refrain) 
 

Merciful, merciful, and gracious is our God; 
Slow to anger, abounding in kindness. (refrain) 
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THE SECOND LESSON     1 Corinthians 6:9-20  
  

 9 Or do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor 
homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you 
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the Spirit of our God.  
 12 “Everything is permissible for me” —but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is 
permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 “Food for the stomach and 
the stomach for food” --but God will destroy them both. The body, not meant for sexual 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the Lord 
from the dead, and he will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? 
Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in 
body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who unites himself with the 
Lord is one with him in spirit.  
 18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but 
he who sins sexually, sins against his own body. 19 Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not 
your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.  
 
 
THE CHOIR: We Are Not Alone         by Pepper Choplin 

We are not alone. We are not alone. We are not alone. God is with us. 
We are not alone. We are not alone. We are not alone. God is with us. 
We are never alone, for God is with us. We are never alone, for God is with us.  
Now, through all our days. Always.  Forever and ever, we are never alone. 
And God will make us strong. For God is with us. We. We will press on. For God is with us. 
Now, through all our days, always. For ever and ever. We are never alone. 
Our God is with us now. 
 

 

THE VERSE OF THE DAY :     Galatians 4:6 

L:  Alleluia! Because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!”. Alleluia. 

 



 7 

THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                     Luke 7:36-50 
 
 36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that 
town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of 
perfume, 38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 
tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that 
she is a sinner.”  
 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”  
 “Tell me, teacher,” he said.  
 41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled 
the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”  
 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.”  
 “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
  44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with 
her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from 
the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she 
has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—
for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”  
 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
 49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?” 
  50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  

 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #479  Jesus, Your Boundless Love to Me 
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THE SERMON:            Luke 7:36-50 

 

Where’s the Love? 
It Flows from the Forgiven Heart 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

  

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward to discuss 
this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  (AGNUS DEI) 
 

 

 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution, in the 10:30 
service, we will sing Hymn 397, Just As I Am, without One Plea.  Following the distribution, the 
congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   
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THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

 
 

 

 

THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 
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Closing Prayer (sung)     
The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 

Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 
Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 

Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 
May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  

Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 
May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 

God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 
 
 
Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also 
get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

Announcements 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm 

Join us on Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm our popular Bible Information Class.  This 
“double round” will feature identical classes on Sunday and Tuesday of each week. This class 
is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions 
about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member 
class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up 
now!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
 

Summer Ministry Assistants: 
Please make a point to introduce yourself to Jacob Ungemach and Will DeMarce. They are 
with us for 10 weeks to help us in our outreach ministry. Please consider teaming up with 
them to make visits – no experience necessary. They can even do all the talking if you’d like! 
Speak with them or Pastor Scharf to reserve your day for making visits with them. And join us 
every Wednesday at 5:30pm for canvassing as well. (This Wednesday, the confirmation 
students will be canvassing with us, meeting at 6:30pm. Otherwise, 5:30 pm is always the start 
time. 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class 
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
June 19-23   Vacation Bible School* 
June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 
Sat. July 8th, 8am  Men’s Bible Study  
Sun. July 9th, noon  Ladies meeting 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp 2017* 
Sun. July 18th, noon  Preschool Open Forum 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
Sun. July 30th, 8 & 10:30 Education Sunday 
Sun. Aug. 6th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Farewell 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am New Vicar Welcome  

 
*Register now for Vacation Bible School and Soccer Camp on the information table, or online at 
vbs.abidinggrace.com or soccer.abidinggrace.com.  You can sign up to help on the information table as well! 
 
 
 
Divine Service I. Words & Music: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 
Melodic Gloria, James Chepponis, GIA Publications, G-2955  
We are not Alone by Pepper Choplin copyright 2005 Harold Flamer Music 
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Music! 

Games! Crafts! 

 Bible 

Stories! 

Friends! 
Free! 

Abiding Grace Lutheran Church 

Vacation Bible School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 19th-23rd 
9am – Noon 

Register online at vbs.abidinggrace.com 
Or call (770)385-7691 
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July 10th-14th 
9am – Noon 
Register online at 

soccer.abidinggrace.com 
Or call (770) 385-7691 

$45 
 

Led by coaches and 
players from 

Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Soccer 

includes ball 
and t-shirt* 

*Guaranteed if registered by July 5th 


