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  ABIDING GRACE 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FOURTH  SUNDAY AFTER  PENTECOST                                     JUNE 17, 2018  

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad 

you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today our worship 

focuses on the ways God causes us to grow, not always the ways we expect. We grow 

though our use of His Word and today we also celebrate the blessing of Holy 

Communion. Questions for personal preparation are on page 156 in the front of the 

hymnal. If you haven’t received the Lord’s Supper here before, please speak to Pastor 

Scharf before doing so, due to the warnings God’s Word attaches to the sacrament. 

Here are some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns 

listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and 

other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's 

house.  Specifically, today, the “Justification” section might be helpful, hymns 376-401.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful 

noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room 

down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed circuit TV. 

Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for 

worship. 

●   The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back of 

the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, 

thank you for 

bringing me 

here this 

morning to 

worship you 

and to be fed 

by your Word. 

Open my 

heart and my 

mind to hear 

your Word.  

Give me 

comfort in 

knowing that 

you are 

working 

through it and 

causing me to 

grow. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 
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GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD 

Our service is introduced by music from the piano and a welcome from the presiding 

minister (also known as the “liturgist”). 

WELCOME  
 

 

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C(ongregation): Amen. 

 

L:   Oh, how I love your law!  
 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 
 

L: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
 

C: for they are ever with me. 
 

L: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
 

C: for I meditate on your statues. 
 

L: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

(Psalm 119:97-99, 103)                                                             (Continued on p. 4) 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

affirms that 

our worship 

begins in the 

name of and 

directed 

toward the 

one, true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. In 

reminds us of 

our Baptism 

each time we 

hear it, 

assuring us 

that we are 

claimed by 

God’s name. 
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L: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

         (2 Timothy 3:16, 17) 

L: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For 

this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

I pray Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

Confession 

“Therefore 

confess your 

sins to each 

other and 

pray for each 

other so that 

you may be 

healed. The 

prayer of a 

righteous 

person is 

powerful and 

effective. “ 

James 5:16 
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L:  God, gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31) The 

Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross 

the pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

 

   

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope 

and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

 

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed 

especially toward them.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                      ( sung by the choir )  

 Alleluia. “Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good 

heart, and bring forth fruit, and bring forth fruit with patience.” Alleluia.  

 

F IRST LESSON                                           EZEKIEL 17:22-24 

 22
 “ ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very 

top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant 

it on a high and lofty mountain. 
23

 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will 

produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest 

in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 
24

 All the trees of the forest will 

know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the 

green tree and make the dry tree flourish.  

“ ‘I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’ ”  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 

 



7 

 

 
 

HYMN 475                                                           THE MAN IS EVER BLEST  

 This hymn is a paraphrase of our Psalm of the day, Psalm 1. 

 

SERMON                       MARK 4:26-34 

 

Note the Growth (The Kingdom of God grows…) 

I. In your heart  

II. In our world 

 26
 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on 

the ground. 
27

 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 

though he does not know how. 
28

 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then 

the head, then the full kernel in the head. 
29

 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle 

to it, because the harvest has come.”  

 
30

 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable 

shall we use to describe it? 
31

 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on 

earth. 
32

 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such 

big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”  

 
33

 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they 

could understand. 
34

 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when 

he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.  

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH              N ICENE CREED  

Please stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 
 

Hymn of 

the Day 

This hymn is 

chosen for its 

rich content 

and its 

connection to 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

 and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined together 

to do the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the offering, 

please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed down your 

aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the 

end of the row. 

Nicene 

Creed 

Public 

confession is 

faith’s 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Nicene Creed 

has been 

confessed by 

Christians 

since the 4th 

century as a 

proclamation 

of the true 

Christian faith 

in the one, 

true, Triune 

God, 

emphasizing 

the deity of 

Jesus. This 

creed is still  

confessed by 

Christians all 

over the world 

to tell others 

what they 

believe, and 

to confess 

their faith 

together in 

worship. 
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OFFERTORY :  PSALM 96  PROCLAIM TO ALL OF THE NATIONS ( sung by Choir )  

( refra in)Procla im to a l l  of the nat ions the marvelous deeds of the Lord.  

 Procla im to a l l  of the nat ions the marvelous  deeds of the Lord .  
 

Sing to the Lord a new song, S ing to the Lord a l l  you lands!  

Sing to the Lord, with all your heart , and bless God’s name! (refrain) 
 

Announce salvation day by day, God’s glory throughout the earth! 

Among all the people in ev’ry land, God’s wondrous deeds! (refrain) 
 

Give to the Lord, you nations, praise to the Lord of all! 

Sing glory and praise and sing to the name, above all names! (refrain) 
 

Worship the Lord, and tremble, proclaim the one who reigns!  

Say to the nations: “The Lord is King,” who rules with justice! (refrain) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4).  
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S A C R A M E N T  O F  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N  
Because of the warnings God’s Word gives about this powerful meal, and because of the 

unity it confesses, Abiding Grace practices member communion. Please contact Pastor Scharf 

to discuss this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it.  

PREFACE  

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 

children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation 

and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him 

who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 

forever and ever. 
 

HOLY ,  HOLY ,  HOLY –  Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface 

The opening 

words of the 

Communion 

liturgy mark 

the beginning 

of the 

Sacrament 

section of the 

service and lift 

the 

worshipers’ 

hearts in 

praise. The 

opening 

sentences are 

among the 

oldest in the 

Christian 

liturgy. 

Sanctus 

The word 

sanctus means 

“holy.” Used 

possibly as 

early as the 

second 

century, this 

canticle was in 

wide use 

among 

Christians in 

worship by 

the fourteenth 

century. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat, 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this whenever you drink it in remembrance of me.” 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

LAMB OF GOD –  Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of 

Institution 

In the Words 

of Institution 

the liturgist 

both 

proclaims the 

words of 

Jesus to the 

congregation 

and sets apart 

the bread and 

wine for the 

Lord’s use. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus is God’s 

lamb—Agnus 

Dei—who was 

offered as a 

sacrifice for 

sin once for 

all. 
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D ISTRIBUTION  

Please follow the directions of the ushers. During the 10:30 service, we’ll sing Hymn 740 

Draw Near (printed on page 15) during the distribution. Following the distribution, the 

congregation joins to sing The Song of Simeon. 

THE SONG OF S IMEON  

 

 

 

 

 

Song of 

Simeon 

Because we 

have seen our 

Savior in 

Word and 

Sacrament, we 

sing knowing 

that we are at 

peace with 

God. Just as 

Simeon was 

ready to 

depart, so are 

we. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

19-M INUTE B IBLE STUDY                                                                     COLOSSIANS 1:3-8 

3 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 

4
because we have 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints— 
5 

the faith and love that 

spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the 

word of truth, the gospel 
6 

that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and 

growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in 

all its truth. 
7 

You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

our behalf, 
8 
and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.  

 

1. First of all, why do you think this reading was selected as the lectionary reading for this Sunday, 

paired with our Gospel Lesson for today? In other words, how does this tie in to the theme of the 

day? 

 

 

 

 

2. In what two different ways does he say the seed is growing? In what ways can we see that today? 

 

 

 

 

3. Sum up this introductory section of the letter by filling in the blanks: 

Paul is giving ___________ to God because of the ___________ of the believers in Colosse, based on 

the ___________ that they have, which shows itself in ____________. 
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4.  Now, consider the 4 words you put in those blanks. Why is each so important for a Christian life? 

What happens when each is missing? 

 

1 ______________ - 

 

2 ______________ -  

 

  “Which” or “by which” 

 

3 ______________ -  

 

 

4______________ -  

 

 

5.  Create an Assignment. Considering those 4 words – what would you assign to yourself as a 

practical “to do” this week? 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN :  322                                                ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN   
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by Northwestern 

Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  

#A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Proclaim to all the Nations by David Haas and Marty Haugen Copyright 1996 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

 

ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 
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WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around 

after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ. If the Spirit has worked 

through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get involved – please speak to 

Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor 

Scharf or the other ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information on p. 14.  If you have 

any questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again, please speak 

to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship.  And come again next week as we join together to 

worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our risen Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for 

other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities. 
 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Series: Idols We Never Knew We Had 

A wood-carved animal figurine. A chiseled stone statue. A golden goddess. Do you have an idol-

worship area set up in your home? We would say “Definitely not! I don’t bow down to idols!” But 

sometimes we do worship idols and make them our gods, not even realizing they are there. Our 

upcoming study will bring to light these idols that hide themselves so easily in our homes and hearts, 

and through God’s guidance and power we’ll get help to avoid worshiping these false gods. Join us 

every Wednesday at 7pm for this Bible Study. This week we’ll take a look at the idol of sports. 
 

 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Sundays at Noon and Tuesdays at 7pm 

This session continues today at noon. We will also offer a make-up class on Tuesdays at 7pm for 

those that can’t make it on Sunday. This class is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all 

about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC 

serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership 

or not.  Join this study today!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
 

 

Abiding Grace Lutheran Preschool – 2, 3 & 4 Year olds!! 

Now Registering 2018-2019 School Year! 

Talk to Tina Jenkins, Paulina Lightsey, or Donna Burks if you have any questions about our Abiding 

Grace Preschool. Registration materials are on the preschool table in the back. Sign your 2- 4 year-old 

child up now for a loving, Christ-centered education. 
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Canvassing – Come Help Us Invite our Neighbors – WEDNESDAYS AT 5:30 

 Earlier this year, we changed our canvassing time to help allow more people to come. That 

didn’t work  so we are switching back. We’ll canvass every Wednesday this summer at 5:30pm. Come 

on out and help get the Word out about the Word we preach and teach here!  If that time is too early 

for you, call Pastor Scharf and we’ll make a later time work for you to join us! 

 

19-Minute Bible Study 

 You will notice today our summer schedule for Bible Study on Sunday mornings. We’ll be going 

with a 19-minute Bible Study format, where we combine a shortened Bible Study to the end of the 

service. At the 10:30 service, the kids will have a special 19-minute study designed for them while the 

adults will stay in the sanctuary. At the 8am service, everyone will remain in the sanctuary for the study. 

It is our prayer that this will encourage many to think about joining us for our other Bible Study 

opportunities. 

 Then notice that the 9:15am time slot will be filled by meetings and training all summer long! 

See the calendar below for details of what is when. 

 

WELS Labor Day Retreat 

Looking for an awesome way to spend your Labor Day weekend? Join people from all over our South 

Atlantic district for camping, hiking, fishing, canoeing and much more this Labor Day weekend. This 

year’s retreat will be held at Florida Bible Camp in High Springs, FL. For all the info go to 

www.welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com/
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Get Into Summer!! 

Vacation Bible School: Splash Canyon 

Plunge in to VBS 2018! At Splash Canyon VBS, your children learn God keeps His promises on life’s 

wild ride! They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and explore five Bible accounts where our 

faithful God keeps His promises to be with us and gives us life and hope through Jesus, our Savior. 

Registration is open for ages 3-10 who will attend VBS from June 25
th

 to June 29
th

, from 9am-12pm. 

Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, 

and more. Plus, learn that all God’s promises are Yes in Jesus! Can’t wait to see you there! REGISTER 

NOW! Online at vbs.abidinggrace.com or sign up on the information table in the back. If you have 

any questions talk with Vicar or call 770-385-7691.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities!! 

Sign up as a volunteer for VBS 2018 on the sheet on the information table. There are many 

opportunities to help still open. Come and join us and we share the good news of the promise kept in 

Christ with our community! 

 

VBS Donations 

If you are moved to help with supplies for VBS there are signup sheets for crafts and for snacks on the 

information table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 

 

Soccer Camp 2018 – July 9-13, 9am-Noon 

Your kids will not want to miss Soccer Camp 2018. All children ages 6-14 are invited to this week of 

fun learning the game of soccer and having fun growing in their knowledge of God’s Word. Once 

again this year, we are bringing in coaches from Wisconsin Lutheran College Soccer to teach the 

soccer skills and we here at Abiding Grace will take care of all the rest. If you’d like to help (it takes 

about 40 volunteers to make this thing go!) please sign up on the information table.  And register 

your children now at soccer.abidinggrace.com.  You can also use paper registration here at church if 

you prefer. 
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8am   Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study  

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship and 19-Minute Bible Study 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Bible Information Class 

Mon. Wed. Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 

Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class 

Wednesdays at 5:30pm Canvassing (help invite our neighbors!) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers and Middle Schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  

Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

June 17
th

, 9:15am  Congregational Voters Meeting 

June 17
th

 8 & 10:30am  Father’s Day Worship with “Pies for Pop” 

June 24
th

, 9:15am  Elders Meeting 

June 25-29   Vacation Bible School: Splash Canyon (sign up now!!) 

    vbs.abidinggrace.com 

June 26-29   “Never Alone" teen camp (Bowling Green)  

July 8
th

, 9:15am   Ushers Training Meeting 

July 9-13, 9am-Noon  Soccer Camp 2018 (sign up now)  

    soccer.abidinggrace.com 

July 14
th

, 8am   Men’s Bible Study (at Conyers Golden Corral on 138) 

July 15
th

, 6pm   Ladies Bible Study 

July 23-27   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4
th

-8
th

 Graders in Covington)  

Sun. Aug. 5
th

, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Farewell 

Sun. Aug. 12
th

, 8 & 10:30am  Vicar Welcome &  

    Abiding Grace 15
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

Sept. 1-3   WELS Labor Day Retreat (High Springs, FL) 

 


