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         Abiding Grace Contact Information:          
Newton County Office:         770-385-7691           
Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 

            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com
  

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                          414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 
 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today, God’s Word 
appointed for this Sunday reminds us of the end, when Jesus returns to “judge the living and 
the dead.” As terrifying as that should be, we can actually rejoice in that day because of what 
he has done to our sins. May God bless our time together worshipping him for that. Here are 
some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house. Specifically, today, the 
“End Time” section might be helpful, hymns 206-220.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 
 

 LAST JUDGMENT SUNDAY                                            NOVEMBER 19TH, 2017 

             Newton County 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION* 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: #29               Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

*Each week we begin worship in the name of the One we worship. This Trinitarian formula reminds us of our Baptisms where we 
were claimed as His own. After confessing our sins, we hear God’s declaration of forgiveness and we respond with some ancient 
words of the church asking for God’s continued mercy (Kyrie Eleison = “Lord have mercy”) and praising him for his work for 
our forgiveness (Gloria in Excelsis = “Glory to God in the highest”). 
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Kyrie Eleison: (sung by the Liturgist and congregation)                    by David Haas 
The title of this ancient song, Kyrie Eleison, means “Lord, have mercy.”   

 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: 
Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

  

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: 
Christe eleison, eleison, Criste. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 

  

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body & blood: 
Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

 
 

Gloria: (sung by the Liturgist and congregation)                                           by David Haas 
 

 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:  
Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. (refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that 
we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of your 
righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and present us at last 
holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING                                 Malachi 4:1-6 
 1“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 
evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD  

 Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the 
sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-
fed calves. 3 Then you will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your 
feet on the day when I act,” says the LORD Almighty. 
 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb 
for all Israel. 
 5 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of 
the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of 
the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” 
 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message  
directed especially toward them. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM #98   (read responsively)  
 

L:  Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 
C:  his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
L:  The LORD has made his salvation known 
C:  and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
L:  He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel;  
C:  all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
L:  Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 
C:  the world, and all who live in it. 
L:  Let the rivers clap their hands, 
C:  let the mountains sing together for joy; 
L:  let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 
C:  He will judge the world in righteousness and all the peoples with equity. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Spirit, 
        As it was in the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON                 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
  

 5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back 
trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. 
This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 
powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in 
his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, 
because you believed our testimony to you. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY: The Congregation is invited to echo the cantor’s “alleluias” according to the 
music below. 

Cantor:                                           Congregation: 
 

 
 

  
 

                      
Cantor:  Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.  (Revelation 2:10) 
(Repeat alleluias) 
 

THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                      Luke 21:5-19 
 

 5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 
beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, 
the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be 
thrown down.” 
 7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign 
that they are about to take place?” 
 8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and 
uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come 
right away.” 
 10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and 
fearful events and great signs from heaven. 
 12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over 
to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and 
all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony to me.14 But make up your mind 
not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves.15 For I will give you words and 
wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be 
betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of 
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you to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will 
perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life. 
 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #207                                                               The Day is Surely Drawing Near 

THE SERMON:                    Luke 21:5-19 
 
 

The Secret for Perfect Hair 
1. Be present in God’s presence – (or the temple gets destroyed!) 

2. Represent God’s presence – (He’s present in us) 
 

 
 

Stand 
 
 

 
 

 

THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Be seated 
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THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 
respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward to discuss 
this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

 
 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing. He protects and preserves his Church in every age and 
gives us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus with joy. Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks 
and honor and glory forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
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SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY) 
 

 
  

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI  (O CHRIST LAMB OF GOD) 
 

 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution, in the 10:30 
service, we will sing Hymn 741, Take and Eat printed on page 12.  Following the distribution, the 
congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   
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THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

  

THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: 441                                                                    O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 
©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 
items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Take and Eat Text by Michael Joncas & James Quinn Tune by Michael Joncas ©GIA Publications 1989  
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Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship. If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

SERVING THE LORD IN WORSHIP 

     11/19     11/26 

Sound:    Greg Deemer    Janette Scharf 

     Accompanist:  Nancy Mathena    

Ushers: 8:00am     Alan Emery/Wayne Mathena  Bill Henry 

                10:30am   Joe Herman, Peter S.   Mike Phillips, Chris Young 

     Mike Kessler   Bill King, Mitch Dietzel  

      Nursery: 10:30   Joanna Saatkamp   Tina Jenkins 

   Cleaning Team:  Hermans, Shirley Kunz Cindy Finch, Margaret Rumfelt,  

         Deborah B., Roberta Hood 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Thanksgiving at Abiding Grace 
Thanks to everyone who came to our family Thanksgiving feast on Saturday! Join us for 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship This Wednesday, November 22nd at 7 pm. We’ll praise our 
giving God for all he has blessed us with. All are welcome! 
 
NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC)  - Tuesdays at 7pm 
Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics of what 
Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different 
teachings out there. BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether 
you are considering membership or not. Childcare is available. All materials will be provided.  
Come grow with us! 
 

Abiding Grace Men’s Basketball 
Want to have a great time getting to know other members while working off some of your 
holiday meals? Sign up for our basketball team! Check out the signup sheet on the table in 
back for more info or talk with vicar. 
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Midweek Advent Meditations – 7pm Wednesdays 
As more and more things seem to fill up our time around the holidays it can be easy to get 
lost in everything we’re doing. That’s why we’re having 3 midweek Advent services here at 
Abiding Grace. They will help us to focus on why we have a reason celebrate. This year 
we will meditate on the book of Hebrews and remember that Christ came to serve us. 
Each week we’ll see that Jesus was born into this world so that he could serve us as our 
Prophet Dec.6th, as our Priest Dec. 13th, and as our King Dec. 20th.  Join us Wednesdays 
at 7pm as we prepare our hearts for Christ who came to serve.  
 

Midweek Advent Soup Suppers – 6:15pm 
Before each midweek service we’ll have a meal that everyone is invited to join. This year 
the Gracefull Ladies Group is putting together 3 soup suppers. Check out the sign up 
sheet in back if you are interested in helping cook, donating ingredients, donating cash to 
offset the cost, or cleaning up after.  
 

Area Christmas Parades! 
This year Abiding Grace will have a float in both the Covington and McDonough 
Christmas parades on Saturday December 2nd. That means we need your help! If you are 
interested in helping to build the float, or to walk along with the float to hand out our 
invitations or to attach candy to those invitations that we will pass out, please contact 
Pastor or vicar.  
 

Teen Ski Weekend! 
Are you still looking for a great present for your kids? How about an awesome weekend of 
skiing and fellowship with other teens from all over the Southeast! February 2nd-4th is this 
year’s WELS Teen Ski Weekend. It will be in the mountains of Gatlinburg, TN. Activities 
begin Friday night and go through Sunday afternoon. Check out the signup sheet in back 
for all the details. 
 

Outreachpalooza - Nov. 29th – Come when you can (5-8pm) 
This year, because of when Thanksgiving and Christmas fall, we have an extra Wednesday 
after Thanksgiving before Advent starts. So...we are going to use it for Outreachpalooza - 
which will replace regular Adult and Teen Bible study. There are a bunch of ways to help 
us get the word out about all of our December events. It should be a great night of fun, 
fellowship, some great outreach, and pizza!! Please sign up for what you want to help with: 
- Canvassing (starting at 5pm because of daylight) 
- Flyer hanging (at 5 or later, depending on when you can get there) 
- Poster/invite delivery to local businesses (starting when you can start) 
- Phone calling families who have been at kids events in past (starting when you get here) 
- Counting Postcards for mailing / Preparing newsletter 
- Working on float for Christmas parade (if it is needed yet) 



 16 

Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 

 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class  
Tuesdays at 7 pm New Bible Information Class 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm  Advent Soup Suppers (Wednesdays in December) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Advent Midweek Meditations (Wednesdays in December) 
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
TODAY Sun. Nov. 19th,12:00pm Voters Meeting 
Wed. Nov. 22nd, 7pm  Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wed. Nov. 29th, 5pm -8pm (come when you can) Outreachpalooza*  
Sat. Dec. 2nd             Abiding Grace Float in Covington & McDonough Christmas Parades 
Wed. Dec. 6, 13, 20th 6:15pm – Soup Suppers / 7pm Midweek Advent Meditations 
Thurs. Dec. 7th, 7pm  Ladies Advent By Candlelight 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Mon. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
 
 

Christmas for Kids! 
Looking for some extra time to do Christmas shopping or just to get things ready, then 
come drop your kids off at Christmas for Kids! On Saturday December 9th from 10am-
2pm we’ll celebrate the greatest gift even given: our Savior Jesus. There will be music, 
crafts, games, food, fun, the real Christmas story and much more! And it’s all free! But 
space is limited. So register now at the table in the back, online at c4k.abidinggrace.com, 
or call us at 770-385-7691.  


