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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                        414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you are 
here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today God’s Word shows us his 
heart of love for us. He seeks to save us. As part of his love for us, today in our service, we’ll have 
the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper. God tells us to be prepared for that.  Questions for 
preparation are available on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal. If you haven’t received the 
Lord’s Supper here before, please touch base with the pastor before doing so because of the 
warnings God attaches to is. Here are some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in the 
hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Justification” section might be helpful, hymns 376-401.  

 
● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 
● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 

hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with the 
family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the hall on 
your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with 
your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
● “The Service” – Today we are doing our field test of this new order of service. Each week 

we’ll introduce more of the musical settings for it. We’ll be asking for feedback soon. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST           SEPTEMBER 17TH, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: #749  The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me ( printed on page 3) 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness. 

L:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father, 
 I am sinful by nature 
  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
  I have not loved others as I should.  
 I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
      But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
 with his holy life and innocent death. 
      Trusting in him, I pray: 
 God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

L: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, 

as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the  +  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie, eleison 

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

GLORY TO GOD 

The Gloria will be sung by the choir. The congregation is invited to join in as they feel comfortable. 
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THE WORD   

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

L: Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, 
loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:       Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                         Hosea 3:1-5 
The Lord made Hosea’s life a model of his joyful love over forgiving sinners. 
 
 1 The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved 
by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they 
turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”  
 2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 
3 Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be 
intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.”  
 4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or 
sacred stones, without ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and 
seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to 
his blessings in the last days.  



 8 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially 
toward them. 

PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM #51   (read responsively)  
 
L: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love.  
C: Wash away all my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  
L: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  
C: Be merciful O Lord, for we have sinned.  
L: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done with is evil in your sight.  
C: Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.   
L: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquity.  
C: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 

me.  
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Spirit, 
        As it was in the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON            2 Corinthians 2:5-11  
Paul urged the church in Corinth to rejoice over the repentance and forgiveness of a man in Corinth. 
 

 5 If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of 
you, to some extent—not to put it too severely. 6 The punishment inflicted on him by the 
majority is sufficient. 7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not 
be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.  
9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in 
everything. 10 If you forgive anyone, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was 
anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan 
might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.  
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The congregation sings the alleluias.  When the verse appointed for the day is not sung, the congregation may sing the 

general verse. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                Luke 15:1-10 
Jesus tells two parables highlighting God’s love to seek out repentant sinners. 
 

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.”  

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 
one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost 
sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes 
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to 
repent.  

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, 
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her 
friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the 
same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.”  

  

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #304                                                             Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

 
THE SERMON:       Luke 15:1-10 
 

Rejoice with the angels in heaven! 
1. Jesus has “found” self-righteous sinners like you and me. 

2. Jesus gives you and me the opportunity to “find” and forgive.  
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Stand 
 
THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

L: Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us with peace 

today as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Guide our lives 

today as we see clearly the path you have laid out for us. Work in us today through your 

Spirit that our thoughts, words, and actions glorify you and serve our neighbor. 
C: Fill us with the Word we have heard today and move us to believe it and live it. 
L: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word.  Take away 

their fear of criticism and contention and make them bold to say what you say. Fill them 

with a love like yours and lead them to announce the forgiveness of sins as your free gift 

to us and all people. 
C: Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.  
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L: Forgive us for the times we hear your Word but fail to live it in our lives. Break down 

the apathy that lurks in us and leads us to ignore eternal realities. Convict us with your 

law and then fill us so full of your gospel that we overflow with zeal to do your will. 
C: Give us thankful hearts to live and love with joy. 
L: Guard and guide us as we live in a society that despises what you say about marriage. 

Lead husbands and wives to love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. 

Move parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus even 

when their children grow up. 
C: Protect us from the evil that surrounds us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
L: Provide your divine compass for those who govern us by making laws and setting 

policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from crime and aggression. Lead us to 

value the rights of our fellow citizens and to care for those who cannot care for 

themselves. 
C: Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed 

to all. 
L: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 

has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.  
C: Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in your grace. 
L: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. 

(Pour out your special blessing on…here name the person and the cause of the petition.) 

Fill eager minds with wisdom to discover new ways to treat disease and illness. Give 

patience and compassion to those who care for the sick and dying. 
C: Lift the eyes of the dying to your love in Christ. 
L: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
Silent prayer 
L: Eternal Lord, you guide the world with your mighty power and love all people 

because your Son lived and died and rose again. Hear our prayers, spoken and in silence, 

and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 

Preface 

L: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you.                                                                                                
L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) (the choir will sing, the congregation is invited to join in as they feel 
comfortable. 
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THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

L: Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the 

crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to 

redeem us from sin. 
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those 

under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has 

destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, 

increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when 

Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to 

you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD   Agnus Dei (the choir will sing, the congregation is invited to join in as they feel comfortable.) 
 

 
Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward for 

communion so that you can discuss this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution, in the 10:30 
service, we will sing Hymn 740, Draw Near (printed on page 16).  Following the distribution, the 
congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   
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THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

 
 

L: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. 

L: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

L: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: #491    O Master of the Loving Heart 
 
Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf*, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Presiding Minister: Vicar Steven Saatkamp  

   Preacher:  Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

        Accompanist:  Nancy Mathena 

       Sound:  Kris Heine 

    Ushers: 8:00am     Alan Emery & Wayne Mathena 

               10:30am   Joe Herman, Peter Sahlstrom, & Mike Kessler 

     Nursery: 10:30   

    Cleaning Team:  Joe & Bekah Herman & Shirley Kunz 

 

*Pastor Scharf is preaching today at our Henry County Campus. He will be back by 12:30 if 

you’d like to stick around and speak with him. 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 
Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under 
OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

 
The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me by Timothy Dudley-Smith 1926 copyright 1991 Hope Publishing Company 
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Announcements 
 

Ladies Bible Study: Our next Ladies Bible Study will be on Sunday, September 17 at 6pm. 
 We will be covering Chapter 9, from Max Lucado's Traveling Light.  You can join this Bible 
Study at any time, even if you do not have a book.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Bible Study Series – Continues on Sundays! – My God is a (fill in the blank) God! 
We learn about our God from his creation but God also reveals himself to us in his Word. 
During this Bible study we'll take a look at some of what makes God be God. Our second 
week's focus is: My God is an eternal God!  Come join us as we study who God is! 
 
Planning for Upcoming Events  
See the sign-up sheets on the Information Table to volunteer to help with Fall Festival on 
Oct. 8th or our special Reformation 500 celebration on Oct. 29th.  And then take some cards 
to INVITE, INVITE, INVITE. The more people we can get here for these fun events, the 
more people we’ll be able to share the good news about Jesus with.  
 
Financial Peace University 
What if you could be debt-free? What if you could be in control of your finances, with an 
emergency fund on hand, retirement savings in place, and a solid plan for your family’s future? 
Sound impossible? It doesn’t have to be. Abiding Grace is now offering Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University Wednesdays at 7 pm. Sign up now at https://fpu.com/1050222 
 
Outreach Opportunities – Help us Invite our Community!! 

 Canvassing – Every Wednesday night at 5:30, meet at church and we’ll go out 
into a nearby neighborhood to knock on some doors and let them know about 
us.  No talking necessary.  Just come and team up with someone for moral 
support!  Think of how thankful you are that someone let you know about 
Abiding Grace! 

 Follow-up Visits – Talk to Vicar or Pastor to get set up to go on some visits 
of people who have expressed interest in Abiding Grace and let them know 
what we are all about. 

 FALL FESTIVAL  –  OCTOBER 8TH - Abiding Grace Fall Festival is coming up 
soon! Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 8th, where we’ll all join 
together for one service at 10:30 (outdoor, weather permitting) and then stick 
around for food, games, music, and tons of fun. This free event is a great 
opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to discover Abiding Grace. 
Coming soon there will be some cards to help you invite your friends. In the 
meantime, get the word out and mark your calendars! 

https://fpu.com/1050222
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. Wed. Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class 
Wednesdays at 5:30pm Canvassing  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers and Middle Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sept. 17th, 6pm   Ladies Bibles Study 
Oct. 7th, 8am   Work day getting grounds ready and setup for FF 
Oct. 8th, 10:30am  Fall Festival – (Unity Sunday – no 8am service) 
Oct. 21st, 8 - 3    Lutheran Women’s Rally Memphis, TN 
Oct. 21st, 8am   Work day interior deep cleaning, trim bushes, etc. 
Oct. 28th, 9am   Finish getting ready for Reformation 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 8&10:30am Reformation Festival Worship 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 11:45am Trunk or Treat 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 4:00pm  Reformation 500 Celebration (with area churches) 
Sun. Nov. 12th   Veteran’s Recognition Service 
Sat. Nov. 18th   Family Thanksgiving Feast 
Wed. Nov. 22nd, 7pm  Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Sat. Dec. 2nd  Abiding Grace Float in Covington & McDonough Christmas Parades 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program (Unity Sunday – no 8am Service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Sun. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st   Service of 9 Lessons and Carols (Unity Sunday – no 8am Service) 


