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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                        414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today, God’s Word lays out 
for us a dichotomy of life. We are either headed to heaven or hell.  As we study what he says 
about this, we have every reason to worship him for showing us the path to life.  Here are 
some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Justification” section might be helpful, hymns 376-401.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                  AUGUST 27TH, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
INVOCATION 

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 

 
 
OPENING HYMN: #234           Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
           (In the 2nd service, the choir will sing verse 1and congregation will join in on verses 2-5) 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS        Luke 2:14 
Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  The Gloria in 
Excelsis, which echoes the praises of the angels, has been in use as a song of worship among Christians since the 4th 

century.  Our melody today, however is somewhat newer than that.  After the cantor introduces the refrain once, please 
sing along with the Refrain each time it occurs. 

 
 

 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks,  
We praise you for your glory!   Refrain 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
Receive our prayer!  Refrain   

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father!  Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that 
we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                           Isaiah 66:18-24 
 
 18 “And I, because of their actions and their imaginations, am about to come and 
gather all nations and tongues, and they will come and see my glory.  
 19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the 
nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, 
and to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim 
my glory among the nations. 20 And they will bring all your brothers, from all the nations, to 
my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in chariots and 
wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites 
bring their grain offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I 
will select some of them also to be priests and Levites,” says the LORD.  
 22 “As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares 
the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure. 23 From one New Moon to another 
and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says the 
LORD. 24 “And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; 
their  worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all 
mankind.”  
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THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message  

directed especially toward them. 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON   Hebrews 12:18-24 
 
 18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; 
to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that 
those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not 
bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to 
death.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”  
 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living 
God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the 
church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the 
Judge of all men, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  
 
 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 103 - The Lord Is Kind and Merciful              by:  Marty Haugen 
 (Sung by the Choir – Congregation joins in on refrains after 1st verse.)   

 
(Refrain)  The Lord is kind and merciful; the Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all my being bless his name; 
Bless the Lord, and forget not his benefits. (Refrain) 
 

He pardons all you iniquities, and comforts your sorrow, 
Redeems your life from destruction, and crowns you with his kindness. (Refrain) 
 

Merciful, merciful, and gracious is our God; 
Slow to anger, abounding in kindness. (Refrain) 
 
 
THE VERSE OF THE DAY     1 TIMOTHY 10:1B 
L:  Alleluia!  Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel.  Alleluia!  
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                   Luke 13:22-30 
 
 22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 
Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  
 He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets 
up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for 
us.’  
 “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’  
 26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 
 27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all 
you evildoers!’  
 28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 
29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the 
feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first 
who will be last.”  

   
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #395 Seek Where You May to Find a Way 
 
THE SERMON:       Hebrews 12:18-24 

Where are you going? 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 



 9 

THE LORD’S BLESSING   

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 
THE CLOSING PRAYER (sung) 
 

 The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 
Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 
Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  
Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 
God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 

 
Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Presiding Minister:  Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

   Preacher:   Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

   Sound:   Greg Deemer 

   Ushers: 8:00am     Peyton & Bill Henry 

                10:30am   Mike Phillips, Chris Young, Bill King and Mitch Dietzel 

 Nursery: 10:30am   

    Cleaning Team: Cindy Finch, Margaret Rumfelt, Deborah Belcher, & Roberta Hood 
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Announcements 

New Bible Study Series – Starting Next Sunday! – My God is a (fill in the blank) God! 
David writes in Psalm 19, "The heavens declare the glory of God. The skies proclaim the work 
of his hand." We learn about our God from his creation but God also reveals himself to us in 
his Word. During this Bible study we'll take a look at some of what makes God be God. Our 
first week's focus is: My God is an unchanging God!  Come join us as we study who God is! 
 
BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Monday Nights at 6:30pm 
Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics of what 
Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different 
teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether 
you are considering membership or not.  Come join us!  Childcare and all materials will be 
provided.  Come grow with us! 
 

Register for Preschool NOW! 
Preschool has now started and will be running with the Newton County School Calendar. 
Abiding Grace Preschool provides a wonderful, safe environment for your kids to grow 
spiritually, emotionally and intellectually. Preschool for 3 and 4 year old classes will be 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (9am-Noon). Register now, since there are limited spaces 
available. All sorts of information can be found on the table in the gathering area, and you can 
talk to the teachers, Mrs. Paulina Lightsey or Mrs. Joanna Saatkamp, or the director Mrs. Tina 
Jenkins. 
 
Planning for Upcoming Events  
Sign up on the Information Table if you would like to help plan our Reformation 500 
celebration on Oct. 29th.  And if you’d like to help with Fall Festival on Oct. 8th, sign up on 
that sheet.  We’ve got some great opportunities to plan some wonderful events. 
 
WELS Labor Day Retreat: 
Join some of our brothers and sisters in Christ for this relaxing weekend. The Labor Day 
Retreat this year runs Saturday September 2 – Monday September 4.  This year's Retreat will 
be held at Hard Labor Creek State Park near Rutledge, Ga - about an hour east of Atlanta. 
Activities include opening & closing devotions, Sunday worship with communion, Adult Bible 
studies, Children's Bible studies with associated activities & crafts, Game night, campfire sing-
along, & a talent show. 
To register go to http://welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com/REGISTER.html 
 
 

http://welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com/REGISTER.html
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Installation of Pastor Lucas Bitter – Today - Sunday, August 27th, 6:30pm 
The Board for Home Missions invites you to celebrate the planting of our new Atlanta Intown 
Church and the installation of our new pastor, Lucas Bitter, at a special service at 6:30pm 
today at Hodgepodge Coffee House (720 Moreland Ave SE).  There will be a fellowship time 
immediately following.  
 
Outreach Opportunities – Help us Invite our Community!! 

 Canvassing – Every Wednesday night at 5:30, meet at church and we’ll go out 
into a nearby neighborhood to knock on some doors and let them know about 
us.  No talking necessary.  Just come and team up with someone for moral 
support!  Think of how thankful you are that someone let you know about 
Abiding Grace! 

 

 Fuzz Run Community Event – This year the Fuzz Run in Covington is on 
September 9th.  Abiding Grace will again have a table at both the expo (on the 
8th) and at the event itself.  Thousands from the community come to this great 
event.  And we can take this opportunity to help them out physically (with free 
snacks and drinks) and spiritually (letting them know where to get fed the 
Word)!  Sign up now to help at the table and/or bring some snacks to share.  
We should be good on drinks, but need lots of fruit and granola bars or the 
like. 

 

 Follow-up Visits – Talk to Vicar or Pastor to get set up to go on some visits 
of people who have expressed interest in Abiding Grace and let them know 
what we are all about. 

 

 FALL FESTIVAL  –  OCTOBER 8TH - Abiding Grace Fall Festival is coming up 
soon! Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 8th, where we’ll all join 
together for one service at 10:30 (outdoor, weather permitting) and then stick 
around for food, games, music, and tons of fun. This free event is a great 
opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to discover Abiding Grace. 
Coming soon there will be some cards to help you invite your friends. In the 
meantime, get the word out and mark your calendars! 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Confirmation Class (Middle School Students) 
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am     Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Monday at 6:30pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 5:30pm  Canvassing 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle - High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. Aug. 27th, 6:30pm  Pastor Bitter’s Installation 
Sept. 2 -4   WELS Labor Day Retreat 
Sept. 9    Fuzz Run Outreach 
Oct. 8th, 10:30am  Fall Festival – Unity Sunday 
Oct. 21st    Lutheran Women’s Rally Memphis, TN 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 8&10:30am Reformation Festival Worship 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 11:45am Trunk or Treat 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 4:00pm  Reformation 500 Celebration (with area churches) 
Sun. Nov. 12th   Veteran’s Recognition Service 
Sat. Nov. 18th   Family Thanksgiving Feast 
Wed. Nov. 22nd, 7pm  Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids  

 
 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 
Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under 
OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 
 Glory to God, David Haas, GIA Publications, G-3109  

 Closing Prayer, by Don Besig, 1978, Howard Flammer Music, E-5204 


