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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                        414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today God’s word tells us 

not to worry. If we remember what really matters and who it is that holds us in His hands, we 
don't have to worry. Let’s praise God for that! Here are some things that may help you as we 
worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Trust” section might be helpful, hymns 414-451.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 
 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST               AUGUST 13TH, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 

 
 
OPENING HYMN: #200           A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS: Melodic Gloria               (James Chepponis) Luke 2:14 
        

Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  The Gloria in 
Excelsis, which echoes the praises of the angels, has been in use as a song of worship among Christians since the 4th 

century.  For our Gloria today we use a newer melody for these ancient words.  After the cantor introduces the refrain 
once, please sing along with the Refrain each time it occurs.  After the last verse it will be sung twice. 
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father.  Refrain 
 

We worship you, we give you thanks,  
We praise you for your glory.  Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
Receive our prayer.  Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit in the Glory of God the Father.  Refrain (twice) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and 
to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your 
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and 
mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                           Genesis 15:1-6 
 
 1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
  “Do not be afraid, Abram.  
 I am your shield,   
 your very great reward.”  
 2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and 
the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have 
given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”  
 4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son 
coming from your own body will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at 
the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your offspring be.”  
 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  
 

 

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message  

directed especially toward them. 
 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM #121   (read responsively)  
 
L:  I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
C:  Where does my help come from? 
L:  My help comes from LORD, 
C:  the maker of heaven and earth. 
L:  He will not let your foot slip, 
C:  he who watches over you will not slumber; 
L:  indeed, he who watches over Israel 
C:  will neither slumber nor sleep.  
L:  The LORD watches over you, 
C:  the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
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L:  The LORD will keep you from all harm, 
C:  he will watch over your life; 
L:  the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
C:  both now and forevermore. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Spirit, 
        As it was in the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON      Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 
 1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2This 
is what the ancients were commended for.  
 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of what was visible…. 
 8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he 
made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as 
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking 
forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  
 11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren--was 
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 
12And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  
 13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted 
that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are 
looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, 
they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better 
country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared a city for them.  
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY 
 
Cantor sings:          Congregation echoes the cantor: 

 
Cantor:          Congregation:  

 
Cantor:     Congregation: 

 

L:  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. (Repeat 

alleluias) (Hebrews 11:1) 

 

THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                   Luke 12:22-34 
 
 22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 Life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no 
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 
25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this very 
little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  
 27 “Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the 
grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more 
will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or 
drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as 
well.  
 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will 
not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
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L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #768 How Firm A Foundation (printed on page 9) 
 

THE SERMON:       Luke 12:22-34 

Don't Worry! 
1. Worry is unproductive. 
2. God's got you covered. 

 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 
 
CONFIRMATION OF NEW MEMBERS  

Today, Melvin Jones, Dick Mulloy, and Veronica John make their promises of faithfulness to God 
and His Church.  Please keep them in your prayers as we welcome them into our congregation. In the first 
service, we will receive by transfer Steven and Joanna Saatkamp as members. 

 
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS 

Please keep in your prayers our elders for 2017-2018: 
Jeff Farries Mitch Dietzel Bill King Alan Emery Brian Patrick 
Joe Herman Greg Porter Jason Pertoso Bill Henry Gregg Burkhalter 
 

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR AND TEACHER 

 Those that weren’t able to be here for Christian Education Sunday will be installed today. 
 
INSTALLATION OF VICAR SAATKAMP 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING   

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN: 442            Jesus, Lead Us On 
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Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

 

Announcements 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – New Round Started 
Monday night at 6:30pm . Sign up now for our new round of our popular Bible Information 
Class. This class is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer 
your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our 
new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  
Sign up now!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided.  Come grow with us! 
 

Register for Preschool NOW! 
Preschool has now started and will be running with the Newton County School Calendar. 
Abiding Grace Preschool provides a wonderful, safe environment for your kids to grow 
spiritually, emotionally and intellectually. Preschool for 3 and 4 year old classes will be 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (9am-Noon) and 2-year olds on Tues and Thurs (if we have 
enough 2 year olds)! Register now, since there are limited spaces available. All sorts of 
information can be found on the table in the gathering area, and you can talk to the teachers, 
Mrs. Paulina Lightsey or Joanna Saatkamp, or the director Mrs. Tina Jenkins. 
 
Planning for Upcoming Events  
Sign up on the Information Table if you would like to help plan our Reformation 500 
celebration on Oct. 29th.  And if you’d like to help with Fall Festival on Oct. 8th, sign up on 
that sheet.  We’ve got some great opportunities to plan some wonderful events. 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 
Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under 
OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 
 Melodic Gloria, James Chepponis, GIA Publications, G-2955  
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Sundays at noon   Confirmation Class (Middle School Students) 
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am (begins 8/7)   Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Monday at 6:30pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle - High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Saatkamp Welcome 
Sun. Aug. 20th, 6pm  Ladies Bibles Study 
Sept. 2 -4   WELS Labor Day Retreat 
Sept. 9    Fuzz Run Outreach 
Oct. 8th, 10:30am  Fall Festival 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 8&10:30am Reformation Festival Worship 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 11:45am Trunk or Treat 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 4:00pm  Reformation 500 Celebration 
Sun. Nov. 12th   Veteran’s Recognition Service 
Sat. Nov. 18th   Family Thanksgiving Feast 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

   Preacher:   Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

   Sound:   Janette Scharf 

   Ushers: 8:00am     Nathan Pitts 

                10:30am   Todd Schneider, Eric Schneider, and Chase Haggard 

 Nursery: 10:30am  Sarah Pertoso 

    Cleaning Team: Janette Scharf, Vickie Fowler, & Ann Armstrong 


