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ABIDING GRACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
April, 30th, 2017 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY - THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

ELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING. We’re glad you are here. 

In our service we gather before our Almighty God to offer him our 

worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word and grow closer to one another. 

The Bulletin that you are holding has the entire Order of Service for today’s worship 

printed out for you. 

Hymnals, the red books on the seats, are used for singing during our worship.  

Ushers are available and happy to assist you with whatever you may need. Please ask 

the men near the back of the room or at the entrance doors. 

Babies and young ones are welcome and encouraged to worship with us. We are 

glad to hear their occasional, spontaneous “joyful noises.” Children’s church bags can 

be found by either entrance to help them focus. If, however, you feel that your child is 

growing overly disruptive and they need to walk around, you are welcome to use the 

gathering area or the play area up the ramp by the church entrance. 

Restrooms are found through the gathering area to your right as you leave the 

sanctuary. 

Our Worship Today 

Theme: The Lamb Is Our Shepherd 

 Good Shepherd Sunday celebrates Jesus calling himself our “Good Shepherd” in 

John’s Gospel. Much as sheep are easily hunted by predators and helpless before 

them, we are hunted by the devil and helpless against him if we face him by 

ourself. However, with Jesus as our Good Shepherd to defend us from the Evil 

One, guide us away from danger, and lead us to the peace of his Word and into 

eternal life, we are kept safe. 

 

W 
Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord Jesus, it 

often seems 

like I am 

surrounded 

by evil, with 

dark 

temptations 

both within 

and without, 

and enemies 

around me on 

every side. 

Today we 

focus on your 

promise to be 

my “Good 

Shepherd.” 

Help me to 

find safety 

and comfort 

always in your 

promises, and 

to overcome 

evil with 

good—the 

good of your 

love, which 

you have 

placed in my 

heart. Amen. 
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THE D IV INE SERVICE  
 

PASCHAL GREETING  

P(astor):  Christ is risen! 

C(ongregation): He is risen indeed! 

WELCOME BY THE PASTOR 

OPENING HYMN    #375 –  The King of Love My Shepherd Is   

 

INVOCATION  

L(iturgist): The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C(ongregation): And also with you. 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 

his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your 

child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 

according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 

my guilt. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 

You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 

his will. 

C: Amen. 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

affirms that 

our worship 

begins in the 

name of and 

directed 

toward the 

one, true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 

 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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P R A Y E R  A N D  P R A I S E  

OUR RESPONSE OF PRAISE  –  Dignus Est Agnus  

 

Dignus Est 

Agnus 

Latin for 

“Worthy is the 

Lamb,” this 

cry of praise 

has 

historically 

been sung 

throughout 

the Church 

season of 

Easter, joining 

our voices 

with the 

angels (cf. Rev 

4:12) to praise 

the triumph of 

our Savior, 

Jesus, who is 

pictured as 

“the Lamb 

who was 

slain” to save 

us from our 

sins and who 

rose again to 

guarantee our 

resurrection.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for 

the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we 

may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with 

him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

F IRST LESSON       Acts 13:15,16a,26-39 

Our Scripture readings for the day can be found on the insert. 

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward 

them. 

PSALM OF THE DAY               Psalm #23 

The liturgist and the congregation speak the psalm responsively. You will find the psalm 

on the bulletin insert. 

Prayer of 

the Day 

Drawing from 

the themes in 

today’s 

Gospel 

reading, the 

Prayer of the 

Day asks God 

for mercy, 

blessing, and 

aid in living a 

Christian life. 

Scripture 

Readings 

All three 

readings are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. We 

standing for 

the Gospel in 

order to  

honor our 

Lord. 
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SECOND LESSON             Revelation 7:9-17  

Our Scripture readings for the day can be found on the insert. 

VERSE OF THE DAY                        John 10:14 

The minister introduces the Alleluia refrain and then the congregation joins in to 

sing it before and after the verse. “Alleluia” refrain set to the tune of Hymn 165. 

L (sung): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

C (sung): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

L (sung): I am the Good Shepherd, said he. I know my sheep; my sheep know 

me, and I lay down my life for thee..  

C (sung): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

GOSPEL OF THE DAY                                                      John 10:22-30  

Please stand. 

Our Scripture readings for the day can be found on the insert. 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         #376-Jesus,  Your Blood and Righteousness  
 

SERMON             Revelation 7:9-17 

The Lamb has become the Shepherd 

1. The Lamb is our salvation 

2. The Lamb is the Good Shepherd 

Hymn of 

the Day 

The Hymn of 

the Day is 

chosen for its 

rich content 

and its 

connection to 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH      Apostle ’s Creed  

Please stand. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined together to do 

the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the offering, 

please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed down 

your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair 

at the end of the row. 

Apostle’s 

Creed 

Confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. This 

Trinitarian 

creed 

confesses the 

saving faith in 

Jesus that the 

Apostles 

taught. This 

creed is 

confessed by 

Christians all 

over the world 

to tell others 

what they 

believe, and 

to confess 

their faith 

together in 

worship. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

L:   Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you 

give us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

L: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us 

from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this 

place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, 

and love. 

L: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: 

sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over 

those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever 

perils may threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 

distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

L: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 

citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, 

security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may 

there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is 

poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and 

restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. Each time the minister says, “Lord, in your 

mercy…” the congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

L: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

L: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask 

you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and 

skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is 

pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

Public 

Prayer 

God invites 

our prayers 

and desires 

that Christians 

pray for many 

people and 

circumstances 

(1 Timothy 

2:1-4). The 

Lord’s Prayer 

was taught by 

our Savior 

Jesus himself, 

and succinctly 

prays for 

God’s blessing 

and help in 

every aspect 

of life. 
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THE LORD ’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.

 

HYMN        #714 –  The Lamb (printed on page 10)  
 

CLOSING PRAYER  

L: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 

temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

THE LORD ’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN     See, What a Morning (printed on extra sheet)  

The last refrain (starting with “And we are raised with him…”) is sung twice. 

Hymns 

St. Paul wrote, 

“Let the word 

of Christ dwell 

in you richly … 

as you sing 

psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God” 

(Colossians 

3:16). In 

singing hymns 

and songs of 

praise we join 

our voices 

with believers 

who have 

sung these 

hymns 

throughout 

the centuries 

and give glory 

to the God 

who has 

saved us by 

his one and 

only Son, 

Jesus. 
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11 

 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out 

more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Steenbock or any of the members 

after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor Steenbock or the other ministry 

staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information below.  If you have any 

questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, 

again, please speak to Pastor Steenbock or any of the members after worship.  And 

come again next week as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our 

Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, 

fellowship, and service opportunities. 

ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Vicar Micah Plocher 

Cell: (989) 882-3687 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Preacher:  Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Accompanist(s):  Mrs. Becky Reid 

Service of the Word. Words & Music: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 

The Lamb. Words & Music: © 1987 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 

Morningstar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 

See, What a Morning. Words & Music: © 2002 Thankyou Music/Adm. By worshiptogether.com 

songs.. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 

  

Prayer after 

worship 

Lord Jesus, 

you are 

indeed my 

Good 

Shepherd! 

You gave your 

life to save me 

and now 

continually 

defend and 

protect me 

from every 

evil scheme of 

the devil, the 

world, and my 

own sinful 

nature. May 

your words I 

have heard 

today lead me 

to stay close 

beside you all 

through my 

life until you 

lead me safely 

to my 

heavenly 

home. Amen. 
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 

Wednesdays at 6:45pm  Confirmation (Middle School ages, at Newton County site) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Adult Bible Study (at Newton County site)  

Wednesdays at 7pm  Teen Bible Study (High School ages, at Newton County site) 

Wednesdays at 7pm    Kids Club (ages 0-10, at Newton County site)  

Fridays at 9am Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled, at Newton County site) 

Saturdays at 10am  Canvassing 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

Sun. May 14, 10:30am  Mother’s Day worship service 

Sun, May 21, 10:30am  Graduate Recognition Sunday 

Sat. May 27, 2:00pm  Seminar: Confidently Sharing Jesus with Friends 

Sun. May 28, 12:15pm  45-minute Workshop: Community Outreach at Abiding Grace 

Sat. June 24, 2:00pm  Seminar: Confidently Sharing Jesus with Friends 

Sun. June 25, 12:15pm  45-minute Workshop: Community Outreach at Abiding Grace 

M-F Jul 10-14, 9am-12pm Computer Camp – Mark your calendars. Invite your friends! 

 

 

 

 

RECEIVE DAILY DEVOTIONS AND CHURCH UPDATES IN YOUR EMAIL  

If you’re not already getting daily devotions and church updates in your email, go to the links below and 

sign up! 

 Daily Devotions: http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL 

 Weekly Sermons: http://eepurl.com/bxNb_D 

 Invitations and Upcoming Events: http://eepurl.com/dJ-EA 

 Weekly Bulletin Announcements: http://eepurl.com/dSY19  

 

 


