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 Abiding Grace Contact Information:                   
Newton County Office:         770-385-7691  
Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 

 

        Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

         Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry)   

                          Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
           Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com  

 
         Vicar Micah Plocher 

 Cell Phone:                           989-882-3687 
           Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com  
 

         Newton County 

PALM SUNDAY / PASSION SUNDAY                             APRIL 9, 2017 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Here is the culmination of our Lenten journey of repentance and 
renewal. Here is final preparation for the celebration of the Paschal 
Mystery. The journey of Lent has prepared our hearts to ponder anew 
the Passion of our Lord and his glorious triumph over death and grave.  

With repentant hearts we join our Lord’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, confident in his everlasting rule, hailing him as our Eternal 
King. At the same time, we are mindful that he is our King because he is 
the Messiah, the promised Son of David sent as the sacrificial Lamb of 
God. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

PALM BRANCHES 

 Using palm branches on the first Sunday of Holy Week is a long standing tradition of the Church. 
After carrying palm branches in procession, placing them before the altar, and then retrieving them after the 
service, the members of the church take them home to place behind a cross or religious picture on a wall in 
their home. The palm fronds can also be tied into the shape of a cross.  

Bibles: You may grab a Bible from the black cart to follow along with the readings for today. 

PROCESSION WITH PALMS 

 Those who wish to join the procession will gather in the classroom adjoined to the sanctuary. The 
service will begin with the invocation, reading of the Triumphal Entry Gospel, and prayer . After the “Let us 
go forth in peace… In the name of the Lord.” The procession will begin and we will sing , All Glory Laud, and 
Honor. The procession will follow crucifer and acolyte. After you have placed your palm branch before the 
altar you may return to your seat.   

Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder 
them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with the family. And as a re-
sult, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is 
growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service 
on our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary 
for worship. 

“Paschal” is a 
word meaning 
“relating to 
Easter”.  It takes 
its root from the 
Hebrew Word for 
“Passover”. 
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PALM SUNDAY: PROCESSION WITH PALMS 

Those processing gather outside the sanctuary. Palm branches or fronds are distributed.  

M(inister): The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C(ongregation):  And also with you. 

M: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of 
our Lord’s paschal mystery. Today we come together to begin the solemn celebration of Holy 
Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our Messiah: to 
suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry that culminated at 
the empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, we share in 
his resurrection and new life. 

M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40 
 

The Triumphal Entry 

 28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached 

Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 

saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied 

there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why 

are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”  

 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were 

untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”  

 34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”  

 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went 

along, people spread their cloaks on the road.  

 37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole 

crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had 

seen:  

C:    38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory 
in the highest!”  

 

M:      39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell 
you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

The word 
“hosanna” is a 
Hebrew word that 
means “Lord, save 
us!”  

The crowds cried, 
“Hosanna!” at 
Jesus entrance 
into Jerusalem, 
and it is still the 
cry of Christians 
today.  

The Lord has 
saved us! 
Hosanna!  

The Gospel of the 
Day for Palm 
Sunday tells us of 
our Savior’s final 
entry into 
Jerusalem, where 
just a few days 
later he would be 
arrested, tried, 
and killed. As we 
marvel at his 
focus and 
commitment to 
our salvation, we 
join with the 
crowds as we 
together raise 
their cry: 
“Hosanna! Blessed 
is the King who 
comes in the name 
of the Lord!” 
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When all have reached their places, the minister stands at the altar and says: 

M:   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest!  

M: Let us pray: 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through your Son, 
Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm 
in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect confidence; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever . 

C: Amen. 

M: Let us pray. 

 God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as a king by 
those who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing and palm branches in his path. 
Accept our praise, and listen to our prayers as we rejoice in our triumphant King, Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

M: Let us go forth in peace, 

C: In the name of the Lord. 

Hymn: #131 All Glory, Laud, and Honor  ( Printed on page 5) 

The procession begins. In the 10:30 Service, the congregation will sing verses 1– 2, & 5 , the choir will 
sing  verses 3-4. 

 The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 

CHILDREN’S SONG—HO HO HO HOSANNA 
 

  Ho-ho-ho-hosanna! Ha-ha-hallelujah!   
              He-he-he-he saved me, now  I’ve got the joy of the Lord! (repeat) 

CHOIR: A JOYFUL HOSANNA                                                                by Jon Paige & Brian Buda                                                                                 

Hosanna!  Hosanna! Hosanna to the King!  Hosanna! Hosanna! The hills and valleys ring.  
Lift your heads, ye ancient doors, see the coming of the Lord. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna to the King. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! The palms are lifted high. Hosanna! Hosanna! The King is passing by. 
See the long awaited One. He is royal David’s Son. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna to the King. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. This is the One who comes with glory crowned. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. The streets ring out with joyful sound! 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 12:23 

  Behold! The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

“Sing and make 
music in your 
heart to the Lord” 
(Ephesians 5:19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The congregation 
joins in the “Glory 
to you” before 
and after the 
verse. 
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Our Hymn of the 
Day puts into stark 
contrast the royal 
reception of Palm 
Sunday and the 
lowly purpose for 
which he rode.  It 
perfectly prepares 
us to hear the 
Passion History. 

SERMON                                                      Luke 19:28-40  (printed on pg. 3) 

Focus on Christ’s Focus 
I. He Focused on What Matters 

II. Focusing on Him Brings Shouts of “Hosanna!” 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #133 v.1-2                                                                                                      Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: #133 v.3-5                                                                                                      Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

The “Passion 
History” takes its 
name from the 
Late Latin - 
passionem – 
“suffering, 
enduring” and 
refers to the final 
period of the life 
of Jesus, from his 
entrance into 
Jerusalem 
through his 
suffering and 
death on Calvary. 

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD                           Luke 22:1—23:56   

Jesus Anointed and Institutes The Lord’s Supper              Luke 22:1-38 
   You can follow along on page 1636 in the Bibles available on the cart.  
 
 Preschool:   I am Jesus Little Lamb 

The Garden of Gethsemane                  Luke 22:39-54 
 You can follow along on page 1638 in the Bibles available on the cart.  
 
 Hymn #104  Go to Dark Gethsemane 

On Trial Before Caiaphas                  Luke 22:54-71 
 You can follow along on page 1639 in the Bibles available on the cart.  
 
 Hymn #114, v. 1-3 Christ, the life of all the living   

On Trial Before Pilate                     Luke 23:1-25 
 You can follow along on page 1639 in the Bibles available on the cart.  
 
 Hymn #117, v. 1-3 O Dearest Jesus 

The Crucifixion of Jesus                     Luke 23:26-49
 You can follow along on page 1641 in the Bibles available on the cart.  
 
 Hymn #117, v. 4-7 O Dearest Jesus   

The Burial                                 Luke 23:50-56 
 You can follow along on page 1642 in the Bibles available on the cart.  
 
 Hymn #114, v. 4-7 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
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OFFERING: As part of our 
worship, moved by 
God’s love in Christ, 
we offer him our 
first and best gifts, 
purely out of 
thanks to him.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 

The Lord invites 
our prayers and 
asks that Christians 
pray for many 
people and 
circumstances. 
  

 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 
this community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being 
handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end 
of the row. 

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited 
to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 

CLOSING HYMN – (ON NEXT PAGE)     
Congregation will sing v. 1-2, Choir v. 3-4              

In Christ Alone 
in 10:30 service                                                                                                                      

The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 
3,500 years.  The 
Lord said, “So 
they will put my 
name on [them], 
and I will bless 
them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:                                    (Spoken by the Congregation) 
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After the Service 
 
Palm Branches: 
 As a reminder of what God’s Word has shown us today, you are invited to take a 
palm branch with you to your home and place it behind a cross or a religious picture on 
your wall.  One year from now, on the Festival of the Transfiguration, we will bring the 
dried palm branches from our homes back to church where they will be burned to provide 
the ashes for next Ash Wednesday.  There will be ladies in the overflow room adjoining 
the sanctuary that can help you form your palm frond into a cross, that you can display in 
your home this year as well. 
 
 

Welcome! 
      It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  
Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  Refreshments are available in the adjoining room. 
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more 
or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after 
worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on 
page 2.  If you have any questions or comments about anything that went on here or what 
was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  He loves to hear your questions. And join 
us this Holy Week for all our special opportunities to celebrate the pinnacle of what our 
Savior has done for us.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, 
and service opportunities.  
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Holy Week Schedule:  THE TRIDUUM             
  

Triduum is Latin for “three days.”  For centuries the church has celebrated the events of these 
most holy three days as a time of intense personal preparation.  The following three worship 

opportunities make up the Triduum:  
 

 
April 13th at 7:30PM  Holy Thursday  
 

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he instituted the Lord’s Supper and gave his disciples the 
command and the example to “love one another”.  Tonight we celebrate the Lord’s Supper and 
consider its institution and power. 
 

 
April 14th at 7:30PM   Good Friday - The Seven Words A SERVICE OF DARKNESS 
 

The middle of the Triduum is Good Friday.  On this day, darkness blanketed the earth from 
noon until 3:00PM, as our Savior endured the pains of hell, hanging from a cross.  But Christ’s 
suffering means our salvation.  In this worship service, we use the ancient custom of tenebrae, 
Latin for “darkness.”  Throughout the service, as we meditate upon our Savior’s passion, lights 
are dimmed and candles snuffed.  This symbolizes the ebbing of Christ’s life.  The somberness 
of this service serves as a foil, making the joy of Easter Sunday that much brighter.  Come join 
us for this experience in God’s Word and music. 
  
 
April 16th at 7am & 10:30am  Easter Sunday - Focus 
 

This Sunday we celebrate the high festival of the Christian Year and the conclusion of this 
Triduum. We’ll have a 7am sunrise service (outdoor weather permitting) to which all are 
invited, and we especially encourage all those who will be helping serve our guests at the 
10:30 service to take this chance to worship without the distractions of preparation.  Then at 
10:30, we’ve invited our community to come celebrate Easter with us.  The special service will 
be followed by an Easter Egg Hunt and brunch.  Please make plans to be there and help 
welcome our community and worship our LORD!  See the signup sheets on the information 
table for your opportunities to help! 
 

 
 

Easter Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt – Apr. 16th, following 10:30 service.  Let 
the celebration continue with some great food and plenty of fun for the kids!  
Members: Please see the information table to sign up for items you can bring to 
help provide for our guests this special day! 
 
Cheerios Challenge! – Saturday, April 15th, 7am 
Come on out and help us get to know our community and let them know about us.  We’ll be 
sponsoring a table at the Cheerios Challenge Race Day (15K, 10K, 5K, & 1-mile runs).  This 
is a big event for our community and we’ve been blessed to be a part of it for 13 years.  Come 
out and help greet and invite our neighbors.  Sign up if you’ll be there and/or if you can 
provide something for us to give to the runners (snacks, fruit, cookies, Gatorade mix, etc.) 
 
Spring Lutheran Women's Missionary Society Rally;  The Spring Rally for the Southern 
Hills will be on April 29, 2017, at Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church in Hiram, GA . The 
speakers will be Beverly Flohr on Prison Ministry and Pastor Benjamin Steenbock on Mission 
Work with Abiding Grace. If you would like to go please make sure you signup on the sheet in 
the entry way by April 15. If you have Mite box money please turn it into Donna Burks or put 
it in the box by the signup sheet by April 23. 
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Reformation 500: Movie Screening!! 
As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran 
Reformation this year, we have a special opportunity to celebrate. 
Mark your calendars for May 8th, 6:30pm, when we’ll be hosting 
a special screening of the new film: A Return to Grace: Luther’s 
Life and Legacy, at Conyers Carmike Crossroads 16 Theater.  
You can buy your tickets online at: https://www.tugg.com/events/
a-return-to-grace-luther-s-life-and-legacy-zafk, or link to it from 
the Abiding Grace website. 
 
NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) 
Starting after Easter, we’ll start a new run of our popular Bible 
Information Class.  Sign up now and you’ll be able to help pick 
the time and day of the class based on what works for you. This 
class is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all 
about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  
BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering 
membership or not.  Sign up now!!  Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
 
National Conference on Worship Music and the Arts: Anyone in the congregation who is 
interested in music and worship and would like training in how better to use their gifts for 
God’s glory is invited to this Conference.  Held every 3 years, it is the largest Lutheran 
worship conference in the world.  This year, our congregation will be subsidizing some of the 
cost (depending on how many take advantage of it) to help everyone who would like to 
participate. The dates are June 13-16, 2017 at Carthage College in Kenosha, WI.  Please let 
pastor know if you are interested so that travel arrangements can be planned.  More 
information is available on the poster on the bulletin board in the fellowship area and at 
www.wels.net/worshipconference. 
 
Hosting Volunteers: This summer there will be volunteers coming for VBS and Soccer Camp, 
and hopefully 2 young men as SMA students as well.  If you’d be willing to open your house 
for a week for some high school (VBS) or college (Soccer Camp) volunteers, that would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please sign up on the information table and/or talk to Pastor Scharf. 
 
South Atlantic District Youth Camps: Our South Atlantic District is excited to offer two 
youth camps this summer: Camp SOUTH (here in Covington, July 24th-28th) for youth entering 
4th through 9th grade; and The Amazing Race Teen Challenge (in Orlando, FL, June 27th-30th) 
for teens entering 9th through finishing 12th grade. These camps are a great opportunity for 
youth to grow in their faith and meet Christian friends from across the country. If you want to 
attend either of these camps, add your name to the sign-up sheets in the gathering space 
AND register online and pay the registration fee by April 30th. Snap the QR codes below 
for the online registration forms, or see the links on the information packets in the gathering 
space.  
 
     Camp SOUTH    The Amazing Race 

       
 
 

http://www.wels.net/worshipconference
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

 
Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm Confirmation Class (Middle School students) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Wednesdays in the Word (restarting after Easter) 
         -Adult Bible Study, Teen Bible Study, and Kids’ Club- 
Thursdays at 7pm  Bible Information Class  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

 
Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. Apr. 9th, noon  Ladies’ Meeting 
Wed. Apr. 12th,  6:15 pm Special Easter Canvassing (with pizza to follow) 
Thur. Apr. 13th, 7:30pm Holy Thursday Service 
Fri. Apr. 14th, 7:30pm  Good Friday Service 
Sat. Apr. 15th, 7am  Cheerios Challenge in Covington (see info inside) 
Sat. Apr. 15th, 7pm  Easter Vigil Service (at Henry County Campus) 
Sun. Apr. 16th, 7am   Easter Sunrise Service (outdoor weather permitting) 
Sun. Apr. 16th, 10:30am Easter Worship (and Easter Egg Hunt) 
Sun. Apr. 23rd, 6pm  Ladies’ Bible Study 
Sat. Apr. 29th   Ladies’ Rally at Mighty Fortress in Hiram, GA 
Monday, May 8th, 6:30pm Movie Screening: A Return to Grace - Luther’s Life and Legacy 
June 13-16   National Worship Conference (in Kenosha, WI) 
June 19-23   Vacation Bible School (Here) 
June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp (Here) 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders at FFA camp in Covington) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House 

or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian copyright Licensing 
#11469598. 

A Joyful Hosanna by Jon Paige & Brian Buda copyright 2016 Hall Leonard 
In Christ Alone by Stuart Townend & Keith Getty Copyright 2002 Thankyou Music   


