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  ABIDING GRACE 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                          MARCH 11, 2018  

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re 

glad you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Right now, 

we are in the season of Lent, a time when we see what Jesus did to earn our 

forgiveness, and come to grips with the fact that our failures caused that. This Sunday 

God’s Word shows us God’s grace that motivated his activity for our salvation and the 

gift of faith he has given us to receive that salvation. Here are some things that may 

help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the 

hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, 

songs and other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate 

here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the “Lent” section might be helpful, 

hymns 98-129.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous 

“joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, 

there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on 

our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return 

to the sanctuary for worship. 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back 

of the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

Special Note: In the 8am service, the Wisconsin Lutheran Choir will be singing several 

selections. In the 10:30 service, those items in this order of service will be skipped. 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, 

thank you for 

bringing me 

here this 

morning to 

worship you 

and to be fed 

by your Word. 

Open my 

heart and my 

mind to hear 

your Word. 

Strengthen in 

me the faith 

that clings to 

your 

promises. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 
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THE ORDER OF  SERVICE  

CHOIR:  COME LET’S REJOICE                                                               John Amner 

Come, let’s rejoice unto the Lord our God, Let us make joy to God our Saviour, 

Let us approach to his presence in confession, And in psalms, let us make joy to him. 

         Alleluia  

Welcome 

INVOCATION 

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 

 

GATHERING RITE: REMEMBER YOUR LOVE  

The opening hymns and songs of Christian worship mean to "gather" individual 

Christians into a worshiping assembly. What the traditional service does with hymns, 

canticles, and opening liturgy, this Lenten gathering rite does with continuous song and 

response. 

 The congregation sings the refrain and repeats it as indicated. 

 

As watchmen who wait upon the daylight, wait for the Lord.   

 I trust in your kindness and redemption and your faithful word.   Refrain 

 Before all the mountains were begotten and the earth took shape,  

 Even then, O Lord, you were our refuge throughout every age.   Refrain 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

affirms that 

our worship 

begins in the 

name of and 

is directed 

toward the 

one, true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 
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CONFESSION OF S INS  

L: As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of Christ’s love, let us confess our 

sin and ask the Lord for pardon and strength: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner. 
 

L: 1. Lord Jesus, obedient in the desert 

2. Christ Jesus, the promise of salvation 

3. Lord Jesus, the flood of living water 

 

 

ABSOLUTION  

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 

by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:       Amen. 

Refrain 

 
 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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CHOIR:  ARISE, MY SOUL, ARISE                                                                      DAN FORREST 
 

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off thy guilty fears: 

The bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears: 

Before the Throne, my Surety stands, before the Throne, my Surety stand. 

My name is written on His hands. 

 

Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary, 

They pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me: 

“Forgive him, O, forgive,” they cry, “Forgive him, O, forgive,” they cry,  

“nor let that ransomed sinner die, nor let that ransomed sinner die.” 

 

My God is reconciled, His pard’ning voice I hear; 

He owns me for His child, I can no longer fear; 

With confidence I now draw nigh, with confidence I now draw nigh, 

And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they 

may be cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

 

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed 

especially toward them.  

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 
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F IRST LESSON                          NUMBERS  21:4-9 

 4
 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around 

Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 
5
 they spoke against God and 

against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”  

 
6
 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and 

many Israelites died. 
7
 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we 

spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away 

from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

  
8
 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone 

who is bitten can look at it and live.” 
9
 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up 

on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, 

they lived. 

 

CHOIR:  DIRSHU ASONAI                                               KENNETH LAMPL & KIRSTEN LAMPL  
         

Dirshu Adonai veuzo bakeshu fanav tamid 

 Seek the Lord and His strength; seek his presence continually. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY :  PSALM 32      (Spoken in 10:30 service)  

L: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 

C: whose sins are covered. 

L: When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me; 

C: my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 

L: Then I acknowledged my sin to you 

C: and did not cover up my iniquity. 

L: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 

C: and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

L:  You are my hiding place; 

C:  you will protect me from trouble. 

L: Many are the woes of the wicked, 

C: bur the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds those who trust in him. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     And to the Holy Spirit, 

 As it was in the beginning, 

     Is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 
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SECOND LESSON              EPHESIANS 2:1-10 

 1
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

2 
in which you 

used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom 

of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
3 

All of us also 

lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 

desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 
4 

But 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5 

made us alive with Christ 

even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
6 

And 

God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ 

Jesus, 
7 

in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of 

his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
8 

For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

 
9 

not by works, so that no one can boast. 
10 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

CHOIR: THE PURE IN HEART                                                                          PATRICK HAWES 
 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. –Matthew 5:48 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  (Spoken in 10:30 service)  

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”          (John 3:16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Verse of the 

Day 

The Verse of 

the Day serves 

to highlight 

one of the 

main themes 

for this 

Sunday of the 

Church Year. 

It also serves 

to prepare our 

hearts to 

receive God’s 

teaching in 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 

Traditionally, 

the verse is 

sung by a 

cantor or 

choir. 
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GOSPEL OF THE DAY                              JOHN 3:14-21 

 14
 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must 

be lifted up, 
15

 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”  

 
16

 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17

 For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
18

 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and 

only Son. 
19

 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 

darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 
20

 Everyone who does evil 

hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be 

exposed. 
21

 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 

plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.  
 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY :  391         GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE  

 

SERMON              EPHESIANS 2:1-10 

How Did That Happen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of 

the Day 

This hymn is 

chosen for its 

rich content 

and its 

connection to 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH      APOSTLES ’  CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined together to do 

the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the offering, 

please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed down 

your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair 

at the end of the row. 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

Public 

confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

proclaims and 

confesses the 

same saving 

faith in Jesus 

that the 

Apostles held 

and taught. 
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OFFERTORY BY THE CHOIR:  UNCLOUDED DAY    J.K. ALWOOD ARR. SHAWN KIRCHNER 

O they tell me of a home far beyond the skies, they tell me of a home far away, 

And they tell me of a home where no storm-clouds rise: 

O they tell me of an unclouded day. 
 

Chorus: O the land of cloudless days, O the land of an unclouded sky, 

O they tell me of a home where no storm-clouds rise: 

O they tell me of an unclouded day. 
 

O they tell me of a home where my friends have gone, they tell me of a land far away, 

Where the tree of life in eternal bloom 

Sheds its fragrance through the unclouded day. Chorus 
 

They tell me of a King in his beauty there, they tell me that mine eyes shall behold 

Where He sits on a throne that is bright as the sun 

In the city that is made of gold! Chorus 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

THE LORD ’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.  

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4).  
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CHOIR :  VERLEIH UNS FRIEDEN GENÄDIGLICH             HEINRICH SCHÜTZ  

Verleih uns Frieden genädiglich, Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten; 

 Grant us peace graciously, Lord God, in our time; 

 

Es ist doch ja kein ander nicht, der für uns könnte streiten, 

 There is indeed no other, who could fight for us, 

 

Denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 

 Than you, our God, alone. 

 

THE LORD ’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING PRAYER (SUNG BY THE CONGREGATION )   

The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 

Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 

Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  

Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 

God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 
 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 

©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 

items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 
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WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to 

want to find out more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 

Saatkamp or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor 

Scharf or the other ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information below.  

If you have any questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was 

taught, again, please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship.  And 

come again next week as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our 

Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, 

fellowship, and service opportunities. 

ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-214

 

Relay for Life Events 

The Rockdale Relay for Life is April 20
th

 and the Newtown Relay is on April 27
th

 If you 

are interested in participating or helping with our Abiding Grace booth, please talk 

with Cindy McCrae or Pastor Scharf.  
 

Ladies Bible Study 

Ladies’ Bible Study is Sunday March 18
th

 at 6pm. We will be discussing Chapter 14 of 

Max Lucado’s Traveling Light. You can join this study anytime, even if you don’t have 

a book. Hope to see you here! 

Cheerios Challenge – April 21
st
 

Come help us get to know our community and let them know more about us. We’ll 

have a display table at the annual Cheerios Challenge 5k/10k/15k Race in Covington. 

The expo area is right next door to the YMCA. Sign up to help or bring snacks we 

can hand out to the runners with our information! 

Prayer after 

worship 

Almighty God, 

grant that the 

Word which I 

have heard 

this day may 

through your 

grace be so 

planted in my 

heart that I 

may bring 

forth the fruit 

of the Spirit; 

through Jesus 

Christ, my 

Lord. Amen. 
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8:00am  Worship 

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Confirmation Class (middle schoolers) 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 9-12am  Preschool (When Newton County Schools are in session)  

Wednesdays at 11:00am  Bible Information Class  

Wednesdays at 6:15pm    Soup Supper (Feb. 21-March 21) 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm    Midweek Lenten Devotion (Feb. 21-March 21) 

Thursdays at 7:00pm  Bible Information Class  

Fridays at 9am   Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

March 18
th

 – 1pm  Elder Meeting 

March 24 10am-2pm  Easter4Kids – Register Now:  e4k.abidinggrace.com 

March 29 7:30pm  Holy Thursday Worship 

March 30 7:30pm  Good Friday Worship 

April 1 7am   Easter Sunrise Worship 

April 1 10:30   Easter Festival Worship Followed by Egg Hunt and Light Brunch 

April 20 & 27   Relay for Life Events 

June 25-29   Vacation Bible School at Abiding Grace 

June 26-29 (Sign up NOW)  International Youth Rally for High Schoolers (Bowling Green) 

July 9-13   Soccer Camp at Abiding Grace 

July 23-27 (Sign up NOW) Camp S.O.U.T.H. (for 4
th

-8
th

 graders) 

RECEIVE DAILY DEVOTIONS AND CHURCH UPDATES IN YOUR EMAIL  

If you’re not already getting daily devotions and church updates in your email, go to the links below and 

sign up! 

 Daily Devotions: http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL 

 Weekly Sermons:  http://eepurl.com/cy7DA 

 Invitations and Upcoming Events: http://eepurl.com/dJ-EA 

 Weekly Bulletin Announcements: http://eepurl.com/dSY19  

 

 

 

http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL
http://eepurl.com/cy7DA
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Please use the back page as an invitation for a friend.  Let’s fill up Easter4Kids so as many as 

possible children can benefit from it! 
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Crafts 

Games 

Songs 

Easter 

Story 

Food Fun! 

 

Hey Parents! Sign your kids up now for Easter4Kids  

at Abiding Grace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat. March 24th from 10am until 2pm Easter for Kids is a one day 

program for ages 3 to 10.  While parents spend some free getting ready 

for Easter (or whatever you’d like), your kids will have fun learning the real 

meaning of Easter.  There is no cost! 
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Call the church at 770-385-7691 or 

go online to e4k.abidinggrace.com 

to register or for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars to join us for Easter4Kids.  Then, bring the whole 

family to celebrate Easter with us! 

Passion Sunday Worship – 8:00 & 10:30 am – March 25
th 

Holy Thursday Worship – 7:30 pm – March 29th  

Good Friday Worship – 7:30 pm – March 30
th

 

Easter Sunrise Worship – 7:00 am – April 1
st
 

Easter Festival Worship – 10:30 am – April 1
st
  

(Followed immediately by Easter Egg Hunt and a light brunch)
 

 

 

 


