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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691          
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144            
 

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry)
   

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                             989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 
 

 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today is the Second Sunday 
in Lent, a season of the church year when we focus more closely on Jesus’ perfect obedience 
in life and in death. Today, God’s Word tells us how Jesus kept striving for our salvation, even 
in the face of danger, persecution, and hardship. When we face the same things, God’s Word 
strengthens us to stand firm in the faith and keep going in our lives of faith. Here are some 
things that may be helpful to you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Lent” section of hymns may give you some great food for thought, hymns 98-129.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 

hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 

●  The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back of the 
room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

SECOND  SUNDAY IN LENT                                                        MARCH  12TH, 2017 

Newton County 
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GATHERING RITE: REMEMBER YOUR LOVE  
 

The opening hymns and songs of Christian worship mean to "gather" individual Christians into a worshiping 
assembly. What the traditional service does with hymns, canticles, and opening liturgy, this Lenten gathering 

rite does with continuous song and response. 
 

 The congregation sings the refrain and repeats it as indicated. 

 
 
 

As watchmen who wait upon the daylight, wait for the Lord.   
I trust in your kindness and redemption and your faithful word.   Refrain 
 
Before all the mountains were begotten and earth took shape,  
Even then, O Lord, you were our refuge throughout ev’ry age.   Refrain 
 

INVOCATION 

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation):  Amen. 
 

L: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of Christ’s love, let us confess our sin and ask 
the Lord for pardon and strength: 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

L: 1. Lord Jesus, obedient in the desert, Lord have mercy… 
2. Christ Jesus, the promise of salvation, Christ have mercy… 
3. Lord Jesus, the flood of living water, Lord have mercy… 

 

 
 
 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C:       And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep 
us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body 
and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hart the soul; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:      Amen.                         

 

                               THE WORD OF GOD 

 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward 
them.  
 

 

 

 

THE FIRST LESSON                               Jeremiah 26:8-15 

 8 But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the LORD had 
commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and said, “You 
must die! 9 Why do you prophesy in the LORD’s name that this house will be like Shiloh and 
this city will be desolate and deserted?” And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the 
house of the LORD.  
 10 When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal 
palace to the house of the LORD and took their places at the entrance of the New Gate of the 
LORD’s house. 11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and all the people, 
“This man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied against this city. You have 
heard it with your own ears!”  
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 12 Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: “The LORD sent me to 
prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard. 13 Now reform your 
ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent and not bring 
the disaster he has pronounced against you. 14 As for me, I am in your hands; do with me 
whatever you think is good and right. 15 Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you 
will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in 
it, for in truth the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.”  

 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 91 (read responsively) 
L: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
C:   Will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
L:   I will say of the LORD, 
C:   “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
L:   You will not fear the terror of the night, 
C:   Nor the arrow that flies by day. 
L:   If you make the Most High your dwelling,            
C:   Then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent. 
L:   For he will command his angels concerning you  
C:   To guard you in all your ways; 
L:   They will lift you up in their hands, 
C:   So that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

SECOND LESSON                             Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 

 17 Join together in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live 
according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say 
again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on 
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.  
 1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is 
how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!  
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY:                                                          Philippians 2:8b      
                              

 Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY       Luke 13:31-35 
 
  31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go 
somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”  
 32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must keep 
going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
 34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will 
not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  

 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #434  Lord, You I Love with All My Heart 
 
SERMON:                                           Luke 13:31-35 

In Any Case, I Must Keep Going  
I. In Spite of Opposition  

II. Because of Christ's Love 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is 
being handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at 
the end of the row. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is 
invited to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Liturgist) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN: #415  Be Still, My Soul 

 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 
by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted 
under OneLicense.net  #A714318. 

Gathering Rite by Gary Daigle, GIA Publications, Inc. G-4640 


