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         Abiding Grace Contact Information:          
Newton County Office:         770-385-7691           
Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 

            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com
  

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                          414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Has it seemed like the world 
is getting worse and worse lately? If you’ve ever felt this way, God’s Word that we’re looking 
at today is for you. As we wait for the day that God will take us to heaven and out of this sin 
filled place, right now we can only ask “how long?” But God doesn’t leave us without an 
answer and in his Word he tells what we need to know. Here are some things that might help 
you during worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house. Specifically, today, the 
“End Time” section might be helpful, hymns 206-220.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 
 
 

 LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR                  NOVEMBER 26TH, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 

OPENING HYMN: #417                                       I’m But a Stranger Here 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the LORD. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our 
hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature in 
heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending 
praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

 
 

THE FIRST READING                    Habakkuk 1:1-3, 2:1-4 
  The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet received.  
 2How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, 
“Violence!” but you do not save? 3Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong? 
Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
  I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say 
to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 
 2 Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a 
herald may run with it. 3For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not 
prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. 4“See, he is puffed up; 
his desires are not upright— but the righteous will live by his faith— 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message  
directed especially toward them. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM #130   (read responsively)  
 

L:  Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; Lord hear my voice. 
C:  Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. 
L:  If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 
C:  Lord, who could stand? 
L:  But with you there is forgiveness,   
C:  therefore you are feared.  
L:  I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 
C:  and in his word I put my hope. 
L:  Israel put your hope in the LORD, 
C:  for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Spirit, 
        As it was in the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

THE SECOND LESSON                        Revelation 22:6-13 
 6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God 
who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take 
place.” 
 7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy 
written in this scroll.” 
 8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen 
them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But 
he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets 
and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 10 Then he told me, “Do not 
seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. 11 Let the one who 
does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does 
right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.” 
 12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person 
according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 
Last, the Beginning and the End. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY 

L: Alleluia. Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 

come. Alleluia (Matthew 24:42) 

 

Stand 

 
THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                     Luke 12:35-40 
 

 35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting 
for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they 
can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master 
finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have 
them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants 
whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward 
daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be 
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
 
 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #704                      Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending (printed on p. 11) 

 

THE SERMON:         Habakkuk 1:1-3, 2:1-4 
 
 
 

How Long, O LORD? 
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Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

 

 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 
respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Liturgist) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: 331                                                                Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship. If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

SERVING THE LORD IN WORSHIP 

     11/26          12/3 

Sound:             Janette Scharf    Kris Heine 

     Accompanist:                                Nancy Mathena  

Ushers: 8:00am          Bill Henry               Gregg Burkhalter, Jean Guillot 

                10:30am         Mike Phillips, Chris Young         Bob Finch, Jeff Farries 

              Bill King, Mitch Dietzel              Greg Porter, Brian Patrick 

      Nursery: 10:30            Tina Jenkins                                Sarah Pertoso 

   Cleaning Team:          Cindy Finch, Margaret Rumfelt  The Henrys, Sherry Carroll 

              Deborah B., Roberta Hood         The Saatkamps 



 11 

 



 12 

Announcements 
 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC)  - Tuesdays at 7pm 
Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics of what 
Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different 
teachings out there. BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether 
you are considering membership or not. Childcare is available. All materials will be provided.  
Come grow with us! 
 

 
364 Days of Thanksgiving 
What if we took all the thanks shown on Thanksgiving and carried that thankful feeling 
through to the other 364 days of the year? How might our outlook on life change? How 
would God use our hearts of thankfulness for his kingdom? For the next 3 weeks of 
Sunday 9:15am Bible study, we’ll recognize the blessings we’ve been given, the one who 
gives them all to us, and we’ll be renewed to live with thankfulness to God and others. We 
hope to see you here! 
 
Midweek Advent Meditations – 7pm Wednesdays 
As more and more things seem to fill up our time around the holidays it can be easy to get 
lost in everything we’re doing. That’s why we’re having 3 midweek Advent services here at 
Abiding Grace. They will help us to focus on why we have a reason celebrate. This year 
we will meditate on the book of Hebrews and remember that Christ came to serve us. 
Each week we’ll see that Jesus was born into this world so that he could serve us as our 
Prophet Dec.6th, as our Priest Dec. 13th, and as our King Dec. 20th.  Join us Wednesdays 
at 7pm as we prepare our hearts for Christ who came to serve.  
 
Midweek Advent Soup Suppers – 6:15pm 
Before each midweek service we’ll have a meal that everyone is invited to join. This year 
the Gracefull Ladies Group is putting together 3 soup suppers. Check out the sign up 
sheet in back if you are interested in helping cook, donating ingredients, donating cash to 
offset the cost, or cleaning up after.  
 

Area Christmas Parades! 
This year Abiding Grace will have a float in both the Covington and McDonough 
Christmas parades on Saturday December 2nd. That means we need your help! If you are 
interested in helping to build the float, or to walk along with the float to hand out our 
invitations or to attach candy to those invitations that we will pass out, please contact 
Pastor or vicar.  
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Abiding Grace Men’s Basketball 
Want to have a great time getting to know other members while working off some of your 
holiday meals? Sign up for our basketball team! Check out the signup sheet on the table in 
back for more info or talk with vicar. 

 
Teen Ski Weekend! 
Are you still looking for a great present for your kids? How about an awesome weekend of 
skiing and fellowship with other teens from all over the Southeast! February 2nd-4th is this 
year’s WELS Teen Ski Weekend. It will be in the mountains of Gatlinburg, TN. Activities 
begin Friday night and go through Sunday afternoon. Check out the signup sheet in back 
for all the details. 

 
Outreachpalooza - Nov. 29th – Come when you can (5-8pm) 
This year, because of when Thanksgiving and Christmas fall, we have an extra Wednesday 
after Thanksgiving before Advent starts. So...we are going to use it for Outreachpalooza - 
which will replace regular Adult and Teen Bible study. There are a bunch of ways to help 
us get the word out about all of our December events. It should be a great night of fun, 
fellowship, some great outreach, and pizza!! Please sign up for what you want to help with: 
- Canvassing (starting at 5pm because of daylight) 
- Flyer hanging (at 5 or later, depending on when you can get there) 
- Poster/invite delivery to local businesses (starting when you can start) 
- Phone calling families who have been at kids events in past (starting when you get here) 
- Counting Postcards for mailing / Preparing newsletter 
- Working on float for Christmas parade (if it is needed yet) 

 
Advent by Candlelight 
Another great opportunity to stay connected during this busy time of year is coming up 
soon! Ladies Advent by Candlelight will be here on Thursday December 7th at 7 pm. This 
is a great way to prepare your heart to celebrate our Savior’s birth while enjoying a 
wonderful night of fellowship. Please let us know if you are planning on coming either by 
text 404-353-9469 or by email flcrawford@charter.net. Feel free to bring a friend! Check 
out the poster on the information table for all the information. 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 

 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class  
Tuesdays at 7 pm New Bible Information Class 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm  Advent Soup Suppers (Wednesdays in December) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Advent Midweek Meditations (Wednesdays in December) 
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Wed. Nov. 29th, 5pm -8pm (come when you can) Outreachpalooza*  
Sat. Dec. 2nd             Abiding Grace Float in Covington & McDonough Christmas Parades 
Wed. Dec. 6, 13, 20th 6:15pm – Soup Suppers / 7pm Midweek Advent Meditations 
Thurs. Dec. 7th, 7pm  Ladies Advent By Candlelight 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Mon. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 
©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 
items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  Text by Charles Wesley Tune by Thomas Olivers   
 
 
 

Please use the back page as an invitation for a friend.   
Let’s fill up Christmas4Kids so as many as possible children can benefit from it! 
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Crafts 

Games 

Songs 

Christmas 
Story 

Food Fun! 
 

Hey Parents!  Looking for a chance to get some Christmas 
shopping done? 

Let us help! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sat. December 9th from 10am until 2pm 
 
 
 

Christmas for Kids is a one day program for ages 3 to 10.  While 

parents spend some free time shopping (or whatever you’d like), 
your kids will have fun learning the real meaning of Christmas.  

There is no cost! 
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Call the church at 770-385-7691 or 
go online to c4k.abidinggrace.com 
to register or for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mark your calendars to join us for Christmas4Kids.  Then, bring the 
whole family to celebrate Christmas with us! 

 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program – 10:30am – Dec. 24th  

 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship – 5 & 7:30 pm – Dec. 24th 

 

 

Christmas Day Worship – 10:30 am – Dec. 25th  
 

Service of Lessons and Carols – 10:30am – December 31st 

 

 

 


