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ABIDING GRACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

HOLY THURSDAY                 MARCH  29TH, 2018 

ELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE FOR WORSHIP THIS EVENING. We’re glad you are here. 

In our service we gather before our Almighty God to offer him our 

worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word and grow closer to one another. 

The Bulletin that you are holding has the entire Order of Service for today’s worship 

printed out for you. 

Hymnals, the red books on the seats, are used for singing during our worship.  

Ushers are available and happy to assist you with whatever you may need. Please ask 

the men near the back of the room  at the entrance doors. 

Babies and young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” It is 

important that our children get into the habit of being in church with the family.  As a 

result, sometiems we get to heart heir spontaneous “joyful noises.” If,  however, you 

feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the hall on your 

right where you can watch the service on our closed circuit TV.  You may watch back 

there with them, or leave your child with a volunteer and return to the sanctuary for 

worship. 

Restrooms are found down the hall behind you on the left. 

The Lord’s Supper is offered during today’s service. Because of God’s specific 

instructions and warnings regarding the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you please 

schedule a time to speak to the pastor before communing here. Questions for 

preparation for the Lord’s Supper are found on page 156 in the front of the hymnal. 

 

 

W 
Prayer 

before 

worship 

O holy and 

merciful God, 

tonight we 

celebrate 

institution of 

the Sacrament 

of Holy 

Communion. I 

thank you for 

sending your 

one and only 

Son to give 

up his body 

and pour out 

his blood for 

the 

forgiveness of 

all my sins. 

Lead me now 

to trust that in 

his Holy 

Supper, I 

receive that 

true body and 

blood, giving 

me the same 

forgiveness he 

won for me 

on the cross. 

Amen. 
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Our Worship Today: Holy Thursday, Part I of the Triduum 

After six weeks of Lent, the Christian Year has now reached its climax. We have come 

to the celebration of the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. This is the celebration for which we have been preparing throughout 

Lent. Now we focus on what makes Jesus the Christ. 

We see him suffer and die for our sins and for the sins of the world. And we see 

him rise triumphantly on Easter morning to assure us that our salvation is 

complete, the victory is won.  Prior to the fourth century, Easter Day itself 

included all three emphases — Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. But the 

early Church fathers decided that it might be wise to spread those three 

emphases out over three days. 

And so Maundy Thursday was formed to commemorate the beginning of Christ’s 

humble suffering, as he gathers in the upper room, washes his disciples’ feet, 

institutes the Lord’s Supper, then proceeds to the Garden of Gethsemane for 

prayer, betrayal & arrest. 

Good Friday was set aside to ponder the intensity of Christ’s passion, as he is put 

on trial before Pontius Pilate, scourged, and crucified. On the cross, he speaks 

only seven times before he dies. 

Then Easter Sunday celebrates his victory over death and our guarantee of 

eternal life. These days have long been understood as the climax of the Church’s 

year. Together they form a unit. Therefore, as we celebrate these Three Holy 

Days, our worship will form a unit. What follows is a single service, celebrated 

over three days, which will take us through our Savior’s sufferings to his glorious 

triumph on Easter. 

Because these three services form one unit, you will notice some unusual things. 

First, there is no benediction after parts 1 and 2. The benediction will occur at the 

end of the Easter service. Secondly, after parts 1 and 2, the congregation is asked 

to leave the church in silence. 

 

 

Triduum 

The greatest 

theologian of 

the early 

Church, St. 

Augustine, 

called these 

days of 

special 

observance, 

“the most 

holy Triduum 

of the 

crucified, 

buried, and 

risen Lord.” 

Triduum is 

Latin for 

“three days.” 
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Triduum, Part I — Holy Thursday 

 

The institution of the Lord’s Supper sets forth the depth of Jesus’ love and gives 

power to the Church to live out his command to “love one another,” which he gave 

on the first Holy Thursday (cf. John 13:34-35). 

 

Our service today will also feature the Stripping of the Altar – The altar, which 

symbolizes Christ, is stripped in token of Jesus’ abandonment by his disciples in 

Gethsemane. This action of ceremonially stripping the altar prepares the chancel and 

the congregation for Good Friday. 

 

 

In keeping with the solemnity of the day, there will be no post-service music. 

Silence for meditation is appreciated. 

God bless your worship. 

 

 

 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Holy Thursday 

is often also 

called 

“Maundy 

Thursday.” 

The word 

“Maundy” 

comes from 

the novum 

mandatum or 

“new 

command” 

Jesus gave on 

this night, 

when he said, 

“A new 

command I 

give you: Love 

one another. 

As I have 

loved you, so 

you must love 

one another. 

By this all men 

will know that 

you are my 

disciples, if 

you love one 

another”  

(John 13:34-35). 
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THE D IV INE SERVICE  
Our service is introduced by music from the piano and a welcome from the presiding 

minister (also known as the “liturgist”). 

 

OPENING HYMN            #128 –  Not All the Blood of Beasts  

 

 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT  

M(inister):  In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the 

path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We 

have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, 

death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one 

another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at 

Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our 

lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace 

and new life. In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God 

himself. This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe that 

our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us 

in the name and by the command of our Lord. We who receive 

God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be 

servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. In Holy 

Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most 

intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his 

disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together 

we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness and 

participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him and 

one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet 

we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous 

culmination of our reconciliation with God and each other. 

End of Lent 

The historic 

Christian 

church year is 

centered 

around the 

life and 

teachings of 

Jesus. The six-

week Lent 

season has 

prepared our 

hearts for 

Holy Week. 

Therefore, 

Holy Thursday 

marks the end 

of Lent 

proper. From 

this point 

forward we 

trace our 

Savior’s steps 

to the cross 

and to death 

waiting 

eagerly for his 

resurrection 

from the 

dead, when 

the joyful 

Easter season 

begins. 
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C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

CONFESSION OF S INS  

M: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for self-examination 

 

L: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed  

   by my fault, by my own fault, by my own grievous fault;  

   wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,  

   forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  

 

C(ongregation): The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness,  

  and remission of all your sins.  

L:  Amen. 

 

C:  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed  

   by my fault, by my own fault, by my own grievous fault;  

   wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,  

   forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 

 

L:  The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness,  

 and remission of all your sins.  

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession 

of Sins 

In confession 

we admit to 

breaking 

God’s law and 

ask the Lord 

to be merciful 

and forgive us 

for the sake of 

his Jesus’ life 

and death in 

our place. 

Absolution 

In absolution 

God fulfills his 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M: Let us pray. 

  Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true 

body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. 

Grant us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always 

partake of this Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

W O R D  O F  G O D  

F IRST LESSON               Exodus 12:21-30  

 21 
Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at 

once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 
22 

Take 

a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on 

the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of 

your house until morning. 
23 

When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the 

Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass 

over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and 

strike you down. 
 24 

“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 

descendants. 
25 

When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, 

observe this ceremony. 
26 

And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony 

mean to you?’ 
27 

then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed 

over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down 

the Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 
28 

The Israelites did just 

what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 
 29 

At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the 

firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was 

in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 
30 

Pharaoh and all his 

officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in 

Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. 

 

Prayer of 

the Day 

Drawing from 

the themes in 

today’s 

Gospel 

reading, this 

prayer asks 

God for 

blessing, and 

aid in living a 

Christian life. 
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THE CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message given especially for them. 

 

SECOND LESSON             1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

 16 
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in 

the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of 

Christ? 
17 

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share 

the one loaf.
 

 

BEHOLD THE LAMB    Getty & Townend            Sung by the Choir  

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us, and we remember, 

The promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. 
 

Refrain: So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 

as a sign of our bonds of peace around the table of the King 
 

The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you, eat and remember, 

The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, paid the price to make us one. Refrain 
 

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you, drink and remember, 

He drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember 

Our call to follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. 
 

As we share in his suffering we proclaim Christ will come again! 

And we’ll join in the feast of heaven, around the table of the King! 

 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY          1 Corinthians 11:26  

M: For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

 

 

Behold the 

Lamb 

The verses of 

this anthem 

focus us on 

the blessings 

our Savior 

gives us in the 

sacrament of 

Holy 

Communion. 
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GOSPEL OF THE DAY                  Mark 14:12-26  

Please stand. 

 12 
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary 

to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to 

go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
 13 

So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man 

carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 
14 

Say to the owner of the house he 

enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with 

my disciples?’ 
15 

He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make 

preparations for us there.” 
 16 

The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told 

them. So they prepared the Passover. 
 17 

When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 
18 

While they were 

reclining at the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one 

who is eating with me.” 
 19 

They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t 

mean me?” 
 20 

“It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with 

me. 
21 

The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who 

betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 
22 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 

it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 
 23 

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

they all drank from it. 
 24 

“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said 

to them. 
25 

“Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that 

day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
 26 

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Gospel of 

the Day 

Jesus 

instituted the 

Lord’s Supper 

as a 

Sacrament 

that gives 

forgiveness of 

sins, new life, 

and salvation 

by its 

connection to 

his sacrifice 

on the cross 

and received 

through faith. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                     #316 O Jesus, Blessed Lord,  to Thee  

 

SERMON                   Mark 14:12-26 

This Meal is Different 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of 

the Day 

This hymn is 

chosen for its 

rich content 

and its 

connection to 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 
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THE N ICENE CREED  

Please stand to speak the Nicene Creed. 

 

      We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

      We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 

death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. 

And his kingdom will have no end. 

 

      We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe 

in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world. During the offering, please take a moment 

to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed down your aisle. After 

everyone has signed it, place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 

 

The Nicene 

Creed 

Public 

confession is 

faith’s 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Nicene Creed 

has been 

confessed by 

Christians 

since the 

fourth century 

as a 

proclamation 

of the true 

Christian faith 

in the one, 

true, Triune 

God, and 

especially in 

the deity of 

Jesus. 

Christians all 

over the world 

confess this 

creed to tell 

others what 

they believe 

and to 

confess their 

faith together 

in worship. 



12 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH           

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 

 

 

THE LORD ’S PRAYER      spoken by the congregation  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself, and 

succinctly 

prays for 

God’s blessing 

and help in 

every aspect 

of life.  

Public 

Prayer 

God invites 

our prayers 

and desires 

that Christians 

pray for many 

people and 

circumstances 

(1 Timothy 

2:1-4) 
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S A C R A M E N T  O F  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N  
Because of the warnings God’s Word gives about this powerful meal, and because of the 

unity it confesses, Abiding Grace practices member communion. Please contact Pastor 

Scharf to discuss this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it.  

PREFACE  

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 

and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 
 

HOLY ,  HOLY ,  HOLY –  Sanctus  

 

Sanctus 

Sanctus 

means “holy.” 

Used possibly 

as early as the 

2nd century, 

this canticle 

was widely 

used among 

Christians by 

the 14
th

  

century. 

Preface 

The Preface 

mark the 

beginning of 

the Sacrament 

section of the 

service. These 

opening 

sentences are 

among the 

oldest in the 

Christian 

liturgy. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and 

eat, this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this whenever you drink it in remembrance of 

me.” 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

LAMB OF GOD –  Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of 

Institution 

In the Words 

of Institution 

the pastor 

both 

proclaims the 

words of 

Jesus to the 

congregation 

and sets apart 

the bread and 

wine for the 

Lord’s use. 

Agnus Dei 

Agnus Dei 

means “Lamb 

of God.” As 

we sing, we 

remember 

that Christ 

offered up 

himself as a 

sacrifice for 

our sins. 
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D ISTRIBUTION  

Please follow the directions of the ushers. The congregation will sing Hymn #741 Take 

and Eat (printed on p.19) as the distribution of the Lord’s Supper takes place. 

Following the distribution, the congregation joins to sing our song of departure below. 

 

THE NUNC D IMITTIS (THE SONG OF S IMEON )  

 

 

Nunc 

Dimittis 

Nunc Dimittis 

means “Now 

dismiss,” and 

is the name of 

the song that 

the old man 

Simeon sang 

in the temple 

when he 

beheld the 

eight-day-old 

Jesus. In the 

Lord’s Supper, 

we experience 

Jesus’ real 

presence in, 

with, and 

under the 

bread and 

wine. Here we, 

too, have seen 

the salvation 

Jesus won for 

us by his 

sacrifice. Now, 

we can depart 

this place and 

go out into 

the world in 

peace. 
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CLOSING PRAYER  

L: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

hear may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming 

of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 

his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 

live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR  

HYMN      #136 –  ‘Twas on that Dark, that Doleful Night  

As the closing hymn is sung, we observe the stripping of the altar. 

 Candles extinguished — Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows 

me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  The events of 

Good Friday snuffed out the human life of Jesus, the Light of the world.  As even 

creation was dark when he suffered, so we extinguish our candles. 

 Altar books removed — The Altar Book and hymnal guides our worship together as 

we hear his Word and respond with prayer and songs of praise.  As Jesus suffers 

these normally joyful sounds grow quiet.  

 Communion vessels removed — Jesus offered his body and blood as the payment 

for our sins.  They have been given to us in, with, and under the form of bread 

and wine in this Holy Supper.  As he was removed from us in the grave, so we 

remove the elements and vessels of this Sacrament. 

 Paraments and stole removed — Paraments are the cloths that cover our altar and 

the stole is the symbol of ordination worn by the pastor and displays symbols of 

our God and salvation.  Purple, the color of Lent, also points to the purple robe 

Jesus wore as the soldiers mocked him.  As Jesus was stripped of the purple robe, 

and of his dignity, so we remove the paraments from the altar. 

 The altar is draped in black — Our altar is in the form of a table.  It is here where 

our Lord Jesus serves us as both host and meal at his banquet feast.  It is draped 

in black to remind us of the death of our Savior in our behalf. 

Stripping of 

the Altar 

The altar, 

which 

symbolizes 

Christ, is 

stripped in 

token of 

Jesus’ 

abandonment 

by his 

disciples in 

Gethsemane. 

In that 

garden, after 

Jesus had 

finished 

praying, Judas 

(who betrayed 

Christ for 30 

silver coins), 

came with 

armed men to 

arrest Jesus. 

When the 

disciples saw 

Jesus would 

not resist, 

they all fled. 
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WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out 

more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp or any of 

the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor Scharf or the other 

ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information below.  If you have 

any questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, 

again, please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship.  And 

come again tomorrow as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our 

Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, 

fellowship, and service opportunities. 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE OF THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS  

Tomorrow at 7:30pm, remember Jesus’ death and what it means for you on this 

anniversary of it.  We’ll meditate on the seven “words” we hear him speak and know 

that he brings peace for the broken.  Don’t miss the special music in this service. 

 

ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship 

Supplement ©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by 

Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian 

Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Behold the Lamb. Words and Music: Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend © 1996 ThankYou Music 

Prayer after 

worship 

Lord Jesus, I 

thank you for 

the gift of this 

Sacrament, 

and the 

forgiveness of 

sins you have 

given me in 

your true 

body and 

blood. Help 

me now focus 

my thoughts 

on what that 

forgiveness is 

based on: 

your bloody 

sacrifice on 

the cross for 

my sins, and 

the righteous, 

perfect life 

you lived to 

give me as a 

gift. Prepare 

our hearts for 

Good Friday, 

and help us to 

see your glory 

in your 

crucifixion. 

Amen. 
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Announcements 

Easter Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt – Apr. 1
st
, following 10:30 service:  

After our Easter worship, let the celebration continue with some great food and plenty of fun for the 

kids!  Members: Please see the information table to sign up for items you can bring to help provide 

for our guests this special day! 

 

Cheerios Challenge! – Saturday, April 21
st 

, 7am 

Come on out and help us get to know our community and let them know about us.  We’ll be 

sponsoring a table at the Cheerios Challenge Race Day (15K, 10K, 5K, & 1-mile runs).  This is a big 

event for our community and we’ve been blessed to be a part of it for 14 years.  Come out and help 

greet and invite our neighbors.  Sign up if you’ll be there and/or if you can provide something for us 

to give to the runners (snacks, fruit, cookies, Gatorade mix, etc.) 

 

A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY:   

West Newton Elementary School (where we used to worship) has reached out and asked if some of 

our members would be willing to help read to some of their students. This could be one-on-one or 

to groups.  Please speak to Pastor Scharf if you are willing to serve our community in this way. 

 

 Hosting Volunteers:  

This summer there will be volunteers coming for Soccer Camp, and 2 young men as SMA students 

as well.  If you’d be willing to open your house for a week for some college volunteers, that would 

be greatly appreciated.  Please sign up on the information table and/or talk to Pastor Scharf. 

 

Relay for Life Events 

The Rockdale Relay for Life is April 20
th

 and the Newtown Relay is on April 27
th

 If you are interested 

in participating or helping with our Abiding Grace booth, please talk with Cindy McCrae or Pastor 

Scharf.  

 

Lutheran Women’s Rally  

This year’s Spring Rally will be in Columbia, TN on April 21, at Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church. The 

Theme is “The Amazing RACE”, with games throughout the day as we grow in knowledge of God’s 

grace and the ministry being done to spread his Word. Please speak to Donna Burks (770) 402-1542 

if you have any question. 
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COMING EVENTS  
ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8:00am  Worship 

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Confirmation Class (middle schoolers) 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 9-12am  Preschool (When Newton County Schools are in session)  

Wednesdays at 11:00am  Bible Information Class  

Wednesdays at 7:00pm   Wednesdays in the Word  

    Adult Bible Study 

    Youth Group (middle schoolers and high schoolers) 

    Kids’ Club (0-10 year olds) 

Thursdays at 7:00pm  Bible Information Class  

Fridays at 9:00 am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

March 30 7:30pm  Good Friday Worship 

March 31 7:30pm  Easter Vigil Service (at our Henry County Campus) 

April 1 7am   Easter Sunrise Worship 

April 1 10:30   Easter Festival Worship Followed by Egg Hunt and Light Brunch 

April 11 6:30pm   Canvassing (come help us invite our neighbors) 

April 14
 
8:00am   Men’s Bible Study 

April 14 9:00am   Council Meeting 

April 14 11:00am  Canvassing (come help us invite our neighbors) 

April 20 & 27   Relay for Life Events 

April 21 7am   Cheerios Challenge 

April 21    Ladies’ Rally at Christ our Savior in Columbia TN 

April 22 6:00pm   Ladies’ Bible Study 

April 25 6:30pm   Canvassing (come help us invite our neighbors) 

May 20    Confirmation Sunday 

June 25-29   Vacation Bible School: Splash Canyon 

June 26-29 (Sign up NOW)  International Youth Rally for High Schoolers 

July 9-13   Soccer Camp 

July 23-27 (Sign up NOW) Camp S.O.U.T.H. (for 4
th

-8
th

 graders) 

 

 

 


