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After six weeks of Lent, the Christian Year has now reached its climax. We have come 

to the celebration of the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. This is the celebration for which we have been preparing throughout Lent. Now 

we see what the whole season is about.  Tonight we focus on what makes Jesus the 

Christ. 

 We see him suffer and die for our sins and for the sins of the world. And we see him 

rise triumphantly on Easter morning to assure us that our salvation is complete, the 

victory is won.  Prior to the fourth century, Easter Day itself included all three emphases 

— Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. But the early Church fathers decided that 

it might be wise to spread those three emphases out over three days. 

And so Holy (or Maundy) Thursday was formed to commemorate the beginning of 

Christ’s humble suffering, as he gathers in the upper room, washes his disciples’ feet, 

institutes the Lord’s Supper, then proceeds to the Garden of Gethsemane for prayer, 

betrayal & arrest. 

Good Friday was set aside to ponder the intensity of Christ’s passion, as he is put on 

trial before Pontius Pilate, scourged, and crucified. On the cross, he speaks only seven 

times before he dies. 

The greatest theologian of the early Church, St. Augustine, called these days of special 

observance, “the most holy Triduum of the crucified, buried, and risen Lord.” 

(Triduum is Latin for three days.) These days have long been understood as the climax 

of the Church’s year. Together they form a unit. Therefore, as we celebrate these Three 

Holy Days, our worship will form a single unit. What follows is a single service, 

SERVICE NOTES:  THE TRIDUUM 
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celebrated over three days, which will take us through our Savior’s sufferings to his 

glorious triumph on Easter. 

Because these three services form one unit, you will notice some 

unusual things. First, there is no benediction after parts 1 and 2. 

The benediction will occur at the end of the service on Easter 

morning. Secondly, after parts 1 and 2, the congregation is asked 

to leave the church in silence. 

Part I — Holy Thursday (last night) 
It was on this evening nearly two thousand years ago that Jesus and 

his disciples gathered together in a large upper room in Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread. During this 

meal, Jesus demonstrated that he, the Christ, is our true Passover 

Lamb and instituted the Lord’s Supper. 
 

Part II — Good Friday 
The Seven Words – Scripture tells us of seven things Jesus said from the cross. All 

seven are short. All seven are profound, showing the depth of his love for us. Tonight, 

our worship revolves around focusing on these seven words. 
 

Tenebrae: A Service of Darkness – The word tenebrae (TEN-e-bray) means “darkness.” 

The service we use tonight follows a pattern that has existed in Good Friday worship 

for centuries. Throughout the service light will grow dim and candles will be 

extinguished, representing Christ’s life ebbing away. 
 

The Tolling of the Bell – There is a tradition in the church that at the funeral of a Christian, 

the bell is tolled marking the years of life on this earth. Tonight, as we sit in silence, we will 
be reminded of the 33 years of humility and sacrifice the Christ offered for us here.  
 

Symbolic Silence – The mood of the service is most solemn, encouraging the 

worshipers to reflect deeply upon their own life in the light of the Passion of our 
Lord. No closing blessing is pronounced and the congregation disperses into the night, 
leaving the darkened church in silence, yet remembering the Light which lingers and 
casts hope through the gloom of Good Friday. 
 
 

In keeping with the solemnity of the day, there will be no post-service music. 
 

Silence for meditation is appreciated. 
 

God bless your worship. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Focus on CHRIST 
 

Ringing of the Bell – 7 Tolls 

Welcome by the Pastor 
 
 

SOLO: WERE YOU THERE?                                     CW 119 

 

THE PROPHECY OF GOOD FRIDAY:                                   Isaiah 53 
 

1 Who has believed our message  
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,  
and like a root out of dry ground.  

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,  
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  

3 He was despised and rejected by men,  
a man of suffering, and familiar with suffering.  

Like one from whom men hide their faces  
he was despised, and we esteem him not.  

4 Surely he took up our infirmities and bore our sorrows, 
 yet we considered him stricken by God,  

smitten by him, and afflicted.  
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,  

he was crushed for our iniquities;  
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,  

and by his wounds we are healed.  
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
each of us has turned to our own way;  

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
7 He was oppressed and afflicted,  
yet he did not open his mouth;  

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  
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and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth.  

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  
And who can speak of his descendants?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living;  
for the transgression of my people he was stricken.  

9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,  
and with the rich in his death, 

 though he had done no violence,  
nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,  
and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering,  

he will see his offspring and prolong his days,  
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.  

11 After the suffering of his soul,  
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;  

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,  
and he will bear their iniquities.  

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,  
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  
because he poured out his life unto death,  
and was numbered with the transgressors.  

For he bore the sin of many,  
and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

 
HYMN #98, VS. 1-4                          Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
 

 
THE FIRST WORD  

 
Luke 23:26-34              Christ Alone Proclaims Our Forgiveness 
 

 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people 
followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the 
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time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and 
the breasts that never nursed!’  Then they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, 
“Cover us!” For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry? 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to 
the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.   
 

Silence for meditation    

CHOIR ANTHEM: Let Your Mercy Flow Down             By Larry Shackley 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Lord, let Your mercy flow down, down from your cross and Your thorny crown. 
Oh, blessed Jesus, look down; have mercy on a sinner like me. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all, my soul, my life, my all. 

 

THE SECOND WORD 

 
Luke 23:38-43      Christ Alone Opened Paradise for Us 
 

There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since 
you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be 
with me in paradise.” 

 
Silence for meditation 

 
HYMN #127 VERSES 1-4                      Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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THE THIRD WORD  
 

 John 19:25-27        Christ Alone Cares for All Our Needs 
 
 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple,  
“Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 
Silence for meditation 

 
SOLO:   ABOVE ALL        

 
THE FOURTH WORD   

 
Matthew 27:45-49   Christ Alone Suffered the Punishment of Hell 
 

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all 
the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi 
lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” When some of those standing there heard this, they said, 
“He’s calling Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He 
filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 
The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save 
him.” 
 

 
Silence for meditation 

 
CHOIR: PSALM 51                                                                         by Stephen Pishner 
 

Refrain: Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.In your compassion, blot out my offense. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me, O Lord, from my sin. (Refrain) 

 

My offenses – truly I know them; My sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned; What is evil in your sight I have done (Refrain) 

 

 



 
 
 
 

8 

A pure heart create for me, O God, Put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, O Lord, nor deprive me of your Holy Spirit. (Refrain) 

 

Give me again the joy of your help, Lord; With a spirit of fervor sustain me. 
O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall declare your praise. (Refrain) 

 
 

THE FIFTH WORD 
 

John 19:28-29  Christ Alone Fulfilled Scripture      
  
 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in 
it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 
 

Silence for meditation 
 

HYMN #122 VERS.1-5                                Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 
 
 

THE OFFERING: 
 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 
this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is 
being handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, it may be placed on the floor beneath the chair at 
the end of the row. 
 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

A:  Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father would defend her from the devil 
and keep her faithful to her Lord. 

Silent prayer 

L: Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving name to the world through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Protect us from the assaults of the evil one, and help us remain faithful 
to your Word so that in every adversity we may stand firm in our faith and give ourselves fully 
to our Savior’s work, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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A:   Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and for all people of God. 

Silent prayer 

L: Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for the good of your people. Preserve 
us from divisive spirits and false teachers. Give your servants the grace to proclaim Christ 
joyfully in word and deed so that all who hear them may come to know their Savior better 
and be strengthened for their lives of service, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word, that they remain firm in the 
simple faith of Baptism. 

Silent prayer 

L:   Almighty and everlasting God, you make us your own dear children by the washing of rebirth 
and renewal in the Holy Spirit. Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in Baptism, 
that each day they may die to sin and rise again to live new and holy lives, through Christ out 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all who are in authority. 

Silent prayer 

L: Almighty and everlasting God, you have established earthly government to keep a measure of 
order in this dying world and to protect us from the disorder of sin. Give to all rulers the 
wisdom to govern well and to all citizens the desire to obey them, so that we may live 
peaceful lives in all godliness and holiness, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

A:  Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and our communities from the many 
earthly calamities that threaten us. 

Silent prayer 

L:  Almighty and everlasting God, on all sides we are surrounded by danger from wars and 
famine, from disease and pestilence, with the devil begrudging us every minute of our lives. 
Protect us from all these miseries so that your name may still be glorified in them and so that 
we may safely pass through them to your heavenly kingdom, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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A: Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that they may come to know the one true 
God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. 

Silent prayer 

L: Almighty and everlasting God, Your Son was lifted up on the cross so that he might draw all 
people to himself. Through the proclamation of your Word, mercifully gather from the 
nations a people that are your very own, that we may join together around your throne in 
glory to praise and thank you forever, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us. 

Silent prayer 

L: Almighty and everlasting God, no one can harm us without grieving you, whose name we 
bear. We ask that you would change the hearts of those who work against us and who hate us 
without reason. Give them repentance and faith so that they may be glad with us and find joy 
in your love, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial. 

Silent prayer 

L:  Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our griefs and to 
carry our sorrows. Help those who are suffering for your name’s sake and who are struggling 
against temptation, that they may not be overwhelmed with sadness but find relief in your 
grace, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask in the words he 
himself has taught us. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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THE SIXTH WORD  

 
John 19:30                 Christ Alone Completed Our Salvation 
 

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 

 

Silence for meditation 
 

DUET: The Burial 
 
 

THE SEVENTH WORD  
 

Luke 23:33-36      Christ Alone Gives Life out of Death 
 

 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 
hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called 
out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said 
this, he breathed his last.  

Silence for meditation 

 

THE STREPITUS 

The Strepitus is a Latin word meaning “loud noise.”  It is meant to symbolize the earth shaking and rocks 
splitting at Jesus’ death and foreshadows the “rending of the tomb” as the stone was rolled away and the earth 
shook as Jesus’ rose. 

CLOSING CANTICLE: 
Lord, let at last your angels come; 

To Abram’s bosom bear me home that I may die unfearing, 
And in its narrow chamber keep  

My body safe in peaceful sleep until your reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me that my own eyes with joy may see,  
O Son of God, your glorious face, my Savior and my fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,  
And I will praise you without end. 

 



 
 
 
 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule for Easter Sunday 
 

6:30 – Set up for Sunrise Service 

7:00 – Easter Sunrise Service 
8:15 – Set up for Easter Service and Brunch 

9:15 – Adult Choir Practice in Sanctuary 
9:15 – Adult Bible Study in front classroom 

9:45 – Sunday School Choir Practice 
10:15 – Easter Hymn Sing 

 

10:30 – Easter Festival Service 
11:30 – Easter Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by Northwestern 
Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These and the following items are reprinted under 
OneLicense.net  #A714318: 

Let Your Mercy Flow Down by Shackley © 2017 Lorenz Publishing Company 
Psalm and Gospel Acclamation for Lent by Stephen Pishner ©1998 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before 

dispersing quietly.  There will be no greeting line so that all may go home in 

meditation. The bell will be tolled 33 times in memory of the 33 years of Jesus 

life on earth when he died.  Thank you for coming.  Just don’t forget to come 

back Sunday morning to celebrate what happened next! 

 


