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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691   
          Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
                     

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton Co.) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 
          Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
           Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

              

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                             414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 
 

Welcome to Abiding Grace!  Thank you for being here! God has blessed us all in so 
many ways and one of the chief reasons we gather is to give him thanks. We’re glad you are 
here to join us. Today God’s Word reminds us what a blessing it is for us to live with a 
thankful spirit, and the many reasons we have to have one. 

This service folder will guide you through our worship.  If you have need of a 
restroom, they are in the church building in the middle of the hallway.  The staffed nursery 
is available inside the church across the hall from the restrooms if your child needs a break.  
While we encourage families to worship together and appreciate the occasional “joyful noises” 
the kids contribute – if you feel the need, please feel free to leave your child with the volunteer 
there and join us again in the service. You can also feel free to walk around with your child 
outside here if that will help. 

Please enjoy the service. May God richly bless you through it. 
 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 

THE WELCOME BY THE PASTOR 
 

INVOCATION  

Each week we begin in the name of our triune God, reminding us of that name he placed on us in our baptism. 
 

 

P(astor): In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

The Opening Hymn: #735                       Speak O Lord (printed on pages 4&5)  

FALL FESTIVAL (18th Sunday after Pentecost)       OCTOBER 8TH, 2017 

                  Newton County 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Each week, we enter into worship by reminding ourselves of our natural condition and looking to the only place from 

which we can find help – the grace of our God through Jesus. 

   
 L(iturgist): We have come into God’s presence to worship Him, our holy LORD.  But 

we come with our sins.  Let us cast off those sins onto our Savior that we may 
worship Him in holiness and joy, with our hearts renewed by His forgiveness! 

C:  Holy and gracious God, I confess that I have sinned against you.  Some of my 
sins I know – the thoughts and words and deeds that I am ashamed of – but 
some are known only to you.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask for your 
forgiveness. 

L: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Kyrie Eleison: (sung by the cantor)     by David Haas 

The title of this ancient song, Kyrie Eleison, means “Lord, have mercy.”   
It is the prayer of every sinner that knows our only hope is in the love of God. 

 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: 
Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

  

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: 
Christe eleison, eleison, Criste. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 

  

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body & blood: 
Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
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Gloria in Excelsis (Glory to God): (sung by the choir, the Sunday School, and congregation)                

In our worship, we respond to the declaration of our forgiveness with the words of the angels in Luke 2, 
praising God for his gift. The congregation is invited to join in on the refrains. 
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 

  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:  

Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. (refrain) 
  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, With the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

L:  Let us pray.    
 Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from all 
their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.            
 

C:      Amen.     

 THE WORD OF GOD 

FIRST LESSON:                                               Genesis 8:15-22 
 
 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons 

and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the 

animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth 

and be fruitful and increase in number on it.” 
 18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All the 

animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that 

moves on land—came out of the ark, one kind after another. 
 20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and 

clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and 

said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every 

inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living 

creatures, as I have done. 
22 “As long as the earth endures, 

seedtime and harvest, 

cold and heat, 

summer and winter, 

day and night 

will never cease.” 
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THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed  

especially toward them. 

 
THE PRESCHOOL CHOIR:  The children of our Preschool will sing  
“Jesus Loves Even Me.”  
 
I am so glad that Jesus loves me, Jesus loves me, Jesus loves me. 
I am so glad that Jesus loves me, Jesus loves even me. 
 
I know that Jesus takes care of me, takes care of me, takes care of me. 
I know that Jesus takes care of me, takes care of even me. 
 
I know that Jesus died on the cross, died on the cross, died on the cross. 
I know that Jesus died on the cross, He died for even me. 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON:                                          2 Corinthians 9:10-15 
 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 

enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people 

but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by 

which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with 

everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the 

surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 

 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR:  The children of our Sunday School will sing  
“Peace Like a River.”  
 

I’ve got peace like a river x3 
In my soul 
 

I’ve got love like an ocean x3 
In my soul 

 
I’ve got joy like a fountain x3 
In my soul 
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY 
 
Cantor sings:          Congregation echoes the cantor: 

 
Cantor:          Congregation:  

 
Cantor:     Congregation: 

 

L:  Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has 

done. (Repeat alleluias) (Psalm 105:1) 

 
THE GOSPEL LESSON:                      Luke 17:11-19 
 11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and 

Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a 

distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 
 14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, 

they were cleansed. 
 15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud 

voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
 17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one 

returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; 

your faith has made you well.” 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #234    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (pages 10&11) 
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THE SERMON:       Luke 17:11-19 

United We Cry Out 
I. We cry out for mercy 

II. We cry out our thanks 
 

MY NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #234                                          Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 
respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Liturgist) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: SUNG BY THE CHOIR  
 

The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 
Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 
Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  
Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 
God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 

             
 

Welcome! 
     It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around 
after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.  We’ll start the food and 
fun momentarily.  Please do make sure to sign a waiver form for anyone who will be participating in any of 
the rides or games. 
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in our relationship with Jesus.  See the announcements and 
calendar following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

 

Fall Festival Permission Form:  At the end of the service – the ushers will 

hand out permission forms.  Please fill one out for your whole family so that everyone can 
take part in all the activities, especially the hay ride.  You can return those forms to an 
usher or to the basket on the table at the back of the worship area. 
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Upcoming Special Events 
 

 

TRUNK-OR-TREAT: On Sunday, October 29th, 

right after the 10:30 service the kids will change into 
their costumes and go trunk-to-trunk for treats.  Come 
on out and join in the fun!  All are welcome to bring 
some candy or treats to pass out to all the kids. 
 

 
REFORMATION 500 -OCTOBER 29TH 

500 Years ago, Martin Luther started something that changed 
the world.  He reminded us that our authority should be 
God’s Word and not the opinion of man.  On this special 
anniversary of his famous posting of the 95 Thesis, we’re 
celebrating all day. And we’d love to have everyone come 
back to join us for that.  Come join us for our morning 
Reformation Services at 8 & 10:30 with Bible Study in 
between. Then stick around after the 2nd service for Trunk-or-
Treat in the parking lot.  Just bring some candy or a costume 
and be a part of the fun.  Then at 4pm, we’re hosting our 
sister churches in the area for a Reformation Festival with 
Joint choirs (Adult and Youth) and a special guest preacher 

and communion.  Following that service will be a German Feast.  Make a day of it. 
(Note: After Trunk-or-Treat, we’ll play a Luther Movie on the Big Screen for those sticking 
around the whole day, and then choir will practice at 2:15, kids at 3:30.) 
 

Lutheran Women’s Mission Society Rally in Memphis, TN – October 21st  Please see 
the invitation on the information table and talk to Donna Burks if you would like to attend or 
for more information. If you have mite box money, please turn it in to Donna by October 9. 
If you do not know what a mite box is or who Donna is, ask someone to introduce you to her 
and she’ll fill you in! 

 

Calling All Veterans:  Sunday, November 12th we’ll 

recognize and thank God for all our veterans who have willingly 
fought for our safety and security.  There will be a special prayer and 
ceremony in both the 8am & 10:30am services 
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Family Thanksgiving Dinner - Saturday November 18th at 

4pm - Many of us travel during this holiday and we would like to 
celebrate with our church family before everyone travels with this 
special pot-luck dinner.  A sign-up sheet for this event will come as the 
event draws near.  
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship:  Wednesday night, Nov. 22rd, 

7pm  Join your church family to thank God for all his many gifts in this 
special service. At this time we also collect food which is taken to needy families. 
 

 

Ladies Advent by Candlelight:  Thursday, Dec. 7th, 7pm.  All ladies are invited to 

this special night of worship, food and fellowship to prepare our hearts for Christmas. 
 

 
 

Christmas 4 Kids! – December 9th, 10am-2pm.  Mark your calendars and register now 

for this day of fun focusing on the real meaning of Christmas.  You can register your 3-10 
year-olds online at c4k.abidinggrace.com.  There are some information cards on the 
information table.  Please take a few and invite your friends. 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – December 24th, 5 & 7:30pm Mark your 

calendars and invite your friends to our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Services at 5 and 
7:30pm.  We’ll begin singing carols starting 15 minutes before each service.  What a great way 
to ring in the celebration of our Savior’s birth!  

Abiding Grace Preschool!!!  Looking for a place for your preschooler to grow in faith and 
knowledge and have a great time with other kids their age?  There are spots available for 3 and 
4 year olds.  Come in soon to meet the amazing teachers and see the program for yourself.  
You can contact our preschool director, Tina Jenkins, for more information: (404) 444-6047. 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 
by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted 
under OneLicense.net  #A714318.  

Speak, O Lord Text by Keith Getty Tune by Stuart Townsend Copyright 2006 by Thankyou Music; admin EMI CMG Publishing  
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Let’s Grow in the Word Together! 
 
 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS:  12 WEEKS TO GROW ON! 
NEW CLASSES START THE FIRST WEEK OF NOVEMBER 

          Come, grow closer to your Savior and some of your brothers and sisters in Christ at 
BIC (Bible Information Class).  This 12-week course will last about an hour each week and 
cover 12 key teachings of Scripture.  This class works best when there is a wide range of 
backgrounds and Bible knowledge represented in the room, so that everyone can benefit 
from all the questions asked and the Bible discussion that results.  This class also serves as 
our membership class because it covers the basics of what we as a church teach and believe 
because it is what God says.  Sign up now and we will set it on a day and time that works 
for your schedule.  All materials will be provided and childcare will be available if you 
request it in advance.  Sign up on the information table inside if you are interested. 
 
Sunday School:  Parents, you have an amazing responsibility to bring up your children in the 
way of the LORD.  Let your church help.  Every Sunday at 9:15, our Sunday School 
program pairs excellent teachers with each age group to create a powerful environment in 
which all the children can learn and grow in God’s Word.  They’ll have a blast with the crafts, 
music, stories and discussion. Bring them next Sunday! 
 

Midweek Bible Studies for all ages: Wednesdays in the Word!   
There are opportunities for the whole family to grow in the Word each Wednesday.  

At 7pm, we have Teen Bible study for the Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers, Adult Bible 
study for the adults, and Kids Club gives 0-10 year olds some fun time growing in the Word. 
Join us and feel free to bring the whole family!  
 
Upcoming Sunday Morning 9:15AM Bible Study Series 

A Legacy to Honor 
 From Oct. 29 through November 19, we’ll be running a special “Reformation” 
themed Bible Study – A Legacy to Honor. This class will examine some of the issues that 
were debated as a part of the Reformation and consider how we still need strength from 
God’s Word to battle them. 
 364 Days of Thanksgiving 
 From November 26th through December 10th, join us to realize that every day is better 
when it is a thankful day. 
 
Advent Midweek Meditations and Soup Suppers: Each Wednesday in December before 
Christmas, we’ll join to share some soup at 6:15 and then stick around for devotion at 7pm.   
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities:  
 

Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class 
Wednesdays at 5:30pm Canvassing  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study (Financial Peace U until Thanksgiving) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Interactive Faith Bible Study (Until Nov. 8) 
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 

 
Upcoming Special Events and Changes in Dates:  
 

Oct. 21st, 8 - 3    Lutheran Women’s Rally Memphis, TN 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 8&10:30am Reformation Festival Worship 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 11:45am Trunk or Treat 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 2:15pm  Reformation 500 Choir Practice 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 4:00pm  Reformation 500 Celebration (with area churches) 
Sun. Nov. 12th   Veteran’s Recognition Service 
Sat. Nov. 18th   Family Thanksgiving Feast 
Wed. Nov. 22nd, 7pm  Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Sat. Dec. 2nd             Abiding Grace Float in Covington & McDonough Christmas Parades 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Sun. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
 


