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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691          
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144            
 

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry)
   

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                             989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 
 

 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today, God’s Word shows us 
what a difference a relationship makes. In our worship we’ll see what God did for our 
relationship with him and thank him for the gifts of our relationships with others as we seek 
to model his love. Here are some things that may be helpful to you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Christian Love” section of hymns may give you some great food for thought, hymns 490-
499.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 

hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 

●  The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back of the 
room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

SHARE GOD’S LOVE SUNDAY                                           FEBRUARY 12TH, 2017 

Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

WELCOME 

L(iturgist):   In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):   Amen. 

OPENING HYMN: # 715  What Grace Is This!  (printed on page 3)    
 
 

The Confession of Sins 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
 

 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (“Glory to God”)          Luke 2:14 

 
Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  The Gloria in 
Excelsis, which echoes the praises of the angels, has been in use as a song of worship among Christians since the 4th 

century.  After the cantor introduces the refrain once, please sing along with the Refrain each time it occurs. 
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks,  
We praise you for your glory!   Refrain 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
Receive our prayer!  Refrain   

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father!  Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:       And also with you. 
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L: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to 
know the things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish 
them;  through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:      Amen.                         

                               THE WORD OF GOD 

 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward 
them.  
 

THE FIRST LESSON                             Jeremiah 17:5-8 

5 This is what the LORD says:  
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man,  
who depends on flesh for his strength  

and whose heart turns away from the LORD.  
6 He will be like a bush in the wastelands;  
he will not see prosperity when it comes.  

He will dwell in the parched places of the desert,  
in a salt land where no one lives.  

7 “But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,  
whose confidence is in him.  

8 He will be like a tree planted by the water  
that sends out its roots by the stream.  

It does not fear when heat comes;  
its leaves are always green.  

It has no worries in a year of drought  
and never fails to bear fruit.” 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 1 (Sung by the choir, with the congregation joining in on the refrain. The 

text of the entire Psalm can be found on page 64 in the front of the hymnal.)            
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SECOND LESSON                                2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong.  

  
VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by the choir):                                                   Jeremiah 17:7                                 

Alleluia! Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. Alleluia! 

THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                    Luke 6:17-26  
 17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples 
was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the 
coast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. 
Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because 
power was coming from him and healing them all.  
 20 Looking at his disciples, he said:  
 “Blessed are you who are poor,  
     for yours is the kingdom of God.  
 21 Blessed are you who hunger now,  
     for you will be satisfied.  
 Blessed are you who weep now,  
     for you will laugh.  
 22 Blessed are you when people hate you,  
     when they exclude you and insult you  
 and reject your name as evil,  
     because of the Son of Man.  
 23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 
that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.  
 24 “But woe to you who are rich,  
     for you have already received your comfort.  
 25 Woe to you who are well fed now,  
     for you will go hungry.  
 Woe to you who laugh now,  
     for you will mourn and weep.  
 26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,  
     for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.  
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L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 
 

CHOIR: Such Love                                           by Graham Kendrick 

Such love, pure as the whitest snow. Such love weeps for the shame I know. 
Such love, paying the debt I owe – O Jesus, such love! 

Such love, stilling my restlessness. Such love, filling my emptiness. 
Such love, showing me holiness – O Jesus, such love! 

Such love springs from eternity. Such love, streaming through history. 
Such love, fountain of life to me – O Jesus, such love! 

 
 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #379  Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound 
 
SERMON:                                           2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 
Grace is Sufficient 

 

I. To Give Us the Proper Attitude 
II. To Grow us through the Challenges 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is 
being handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at 
the end of the row. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is 
invited to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Liturgist) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen 
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THE CLOSING PRAYER (sung) 
 

 The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 
Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 
Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  
Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 
God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 

 

Welcome! 
      It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around 
after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through his Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get involved 
– please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold 
of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or comments about 
anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And come again next 
week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  See the 
announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

 

Announcements 
 

Work Days for Shed Project:  A few weeks ago, a team of workers finished work on the 
foundation of our new storage shed. Now, mark your calendars for Feb 18th & 25th at 8am, 
when we’ll build the shed and get it all ready for use!  Sign up on the sign-up sheet in the 
gathering area so we can plan for the proper number of volunteers. 
 
Sign-up Sheets: See the gathering area for all sorts of opportunities to get involved and to 
commit to connecting to each other and God’s Work! 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study – next session Sunday, February 19th at 6:00pm:  The Ladies’ Bible 
Study series based on Max Lucado's Traveling Light: Releasing the Burdens You Were Never Intended 
to Bear – The Promise of Psalm 23 will continue next week. We will continue to read and discuss 
a few chapters each month.  If you haven’t signed up but would like to come please contact 
Bekah Herman. We would love to have you join us! 
 
Congratulations!! Goal Achieved!! We’ve reached our fundraising goal for the new 
playground equipment. Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Watch the back area for 
activity once we can get the build scheduled. 
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Grow closer to your Savior in 2017 – Bible Information Class 
As you remember today how important your Savior is to you – commit to growing in your 
relationship with Him this this year.  One great way to do that is through Bible Information 
Class.  It’s a commitment of 12 sessions, about an hour each.  Each week, we’ll go through 
one key teaching of Scripture and let God’s Word answer our questions and help us 
understand him more.  This also serves as our new member class.  We’ll provide everything 
you need, even childcare, if you sign up in advance. This round of BIC will meet on 
Thursdays at 7pm.  Sign up on the sheet in the gathering area and come grow with us! 
 

National Conference on Worship Music and the Arts: Anyone in the congregation who is 
interested in music and worship and would like training in how better to use their gifts for 
God’s glory is invited to this Conference.  Held every 3 years, it is the largest Lutheran 
worship conference in the world.  This year, our congregation will be subsidizing some of the 
cost (depending on how many take advantage of it) to help everyone who would like to 
participate. The dates are June 13-16, 2017 at Carthage College in Kenosha, WI.  Please let 
pastor know if you are interested so that travel arrangements can be planned.  More 
information is available on the poster on the bulletin board in the fellowship area and at 
wels.net/worship conference. 
 

Hosting Volunteers: This summer there will be volunteers coming for VBS and Soccer 
Camp, and hopefully 2 young men as SMA students as well.  If you’d be willing to open your 
house for a week for some high school (VBS) or college (Soccer Camp) volunteers, that 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please sign up on the information table and/or talk to Pastor 
Scharf. 
 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend – Aug. 4-6, 2017: Does your marriage ever seem like a 
mystery to you? God uses marriage to teach the gospel, referencing Christ’s relationship to 
the church like a bridegroom to a bride. The truth is we are not always compatible in our 
association as husband and wife – sin overshadows and damages that relationship. However, 
we are forgiven, loved and freely received by Jesus.  We reflect his love for us as we forgive 
and love our spouse. Join us for a marriage enrichment weekend August 4-6, 2017 at The 
Orlando Marriott – Lake Mary, FL. The cost is $349 per couple and includes lodging, 
breakfast both mornings and lunch on Saturday. Space is limited, so register early. If you are 
interested, see the poster, announcement slide, or brochures in the gathering space.  Visit 
www.wels.net/adult-discipleship for more information and to register. 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 
by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted 
under OneLicense.net  #A714318. 

“Such Love” by Graham Kendrick, setting by Jack Schrader © 1988 by Make Way Music  
“Glory to God” by David Haas © 1987 by GIA Publications, Inc. 
 

http://www.wels.net/adult-discipleship
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Coming Events 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 

Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session)  
Wednesdays at 6:45pm  Confirmation Class (Middle School students) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Thursdays at 7pm  Bible Information Class  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 

Sun. Feb. 12th, noon  Ladies’ Pot Luck Lunch 
Sat. Feb. 18th, 8am  Work Day for Shed Project 
Sun. Feb. 19th, 6pm  Ladies’ Bible Study 
Sat. Feb. 25th, 8am  Work Day for Shed Project 
Wed. Mar. 1st, 7pm  Ash Wednesday Service 
Sat. April 8th, 10am-2pm Easter4Kids 
Thur. Apr. 13th, 7:30pm Holy Thursday Service 
Fri. Apr. 14th, 7:30pm  Good Friday Service 
Sun. April, 16th, 7am   Easter Sunrise Service (outdoor weather permitting) 
Sun. April 16th, 10:30am Easter Worship (and Easter Egg Hunt) 
Sat. April 29th   Ladies’ Rally at Mighty Fortress in Hiram, GA 
June 19-23   Vacation Bible School 
June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
 
 

 


