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ABIDING GRACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY                                      JANUARY 21ST, 2018 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  

We’re glad you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. 

We are in the church season of Epiphany (the word means “revealing”). 

Throughout this season, we’ll see how Jesus reveals himself to be our Savior. 

Today we also receive the blessing of Holy Communion. Questions for 

preparation  can be found on page 156 in the front of the hymnal. Our worship 

will follow the order of service printed in this bulletin. Here are some other 

things that might be helpful for you as we worship. 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire 

Order of Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the 

singing of the hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many 

resources for prayers, songs and other information in the hymnal as you take 

some time to meditate here in God's house. Specifically, during this season of 

Epiphany, hymns 79-94 will help set the theme.  
 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 

me and do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the 

habit of being in church with the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to 

hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is 

growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the hall on your right where 

you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with 

your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 
 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men near the door in 

the back of the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Almighty, 

ever-living 

God, grant 

that I may 

gladly hear 

your Word 

and that all 

my worship 

may be 

acceptable to 

you; through 

Jesus Christ, 

my Lord. 

Amen. 
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THE D IV INE SERVICE  

 

INVOCATION  

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C(ongregation): Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN #183                              Holy Spirit ,  Light Divine   
 

CONFESSION OF S INS  

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

ABSOLUTION  

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

affirms that 

our worship 

begins in the 

name of and 

directed 

toward the 

one, true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 

 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

affirms that 

our worship 

begins in the 

name of and 

directed 

toward the 

one, true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 

 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 
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GLORY TO GOD  

 

Gloria in 

Excelsis 

This song with 

roots in the 

4
th

 century 

proclaims the 

great things 

God has done 

to rescue us 

from sin, 

death, and the 

devil.  
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Gloria in 

Excelsis 

This song with 

roots in the 

4
th

 century 

proclaims the 

great things 

God has done 

to rescue us 

from sin, 

death, and the 

devil.  
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W O R D  O F  G O D  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. 

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine 

with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and 

believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 

you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

F IRST LESSON               1 Samuel 3 :1-10 

1
 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of 

the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.  
2
 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was 

lying down in his usual place. 
3
 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 

was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
4
 Then the LORD 

called Samuel.  

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 
5
 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 

me.”  

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.  
6
 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 

“Here I am; you called me.”  

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”  
7
 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been 

revealed to him.  
8
 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 

said, “Here I am; you called me.”  

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 
9
 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and 

lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So 

Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10

 The LORD came and stood there, calling as 

at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is 

listening.” 

 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 
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CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed 

especially toward them. 

PSALM OF THE DAY                      Psalm #139 

L: O LORD, you have searched me and you know me;  

C: you perceive my thoughts from afar.   

L: You discern my going out and my lying down;  

C: you are familiar with all my ways.  

L: Where can I go from your Spirit?  

C: Where can I flee from your presence?   

L: If I go up to the heavens, you are there;   

C: if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.   

L: If I rise on the wings of the dawn.   

C: if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

L: even there your hand will guide me,   

C: your right hand will hold me fast. 
 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

  

SECOND LESSON            2 Thessalonians 2 :13-17 

  
13

 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by 

the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying 

work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 
14

 He called you to this through our 

gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15

 So then, brothers 

and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether 

by word of mouth or by letter.  

 
16

 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 

by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 
17 

encourage your 

hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

  

VERSE OF THE DAY                    John 1:29  

L: Alleluia! The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

C: Alleluia! 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 
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GOSPEL OF THE DAY                John 1:43-51 

 43
 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to 

him, “Follow me.”  

 
44

 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 
45

 Philip 

found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the 

Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.”  

 
46

 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  

 “Come and see,” said Philip.  

 
47

 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an 

Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  

 
48 

“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.  

 Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.”  

 
49

 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king 

of Israel.”  

 
50

 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You 

will see greater things than that.” 
51

 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see 

heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  

 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

  
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #86                         The Only Son from Heaven 
 

 

SERMON                     John 1:43-51 

 

“Come and See” the Son of God Your Savior 

1) Receive this invitation 

2) Speak this invitation  

Hymn of 

the Day 

This hymn is 

chosen for its 

rich content 

and its 

connection to 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH          Nicene Creed 

Please stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

 and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Nicene 

Creed 

Public 

confession is 

faith’s 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Nicene Creed 

has been 

confessed by 

Christians 

since the 4th 

century as a 

proclamation 

of the true 

Christian faith 

in the one, 

true, Triune 

God, 

emphasizing 

the deity of 

Jesus. This 

creed is still  

confessed by 

Christians all 

over the world 

to tell others 

what they 

believe, and 

to confess 

their faith 

together in 

worship. 
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OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined together to do 

the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. Visitors need not feel 

obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. During the offering, 

please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed down 

your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair 

at the end of the row. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, the minister concludes by saying, “Lord, in your mercy…” The 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 

 

THE LORD ’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Public 

Prayer 

God invites 

our prayers 

and desires 

that Christians 

pray for many 

people and 

circumstances 

(1 Timothy 

2:1-4). The 

Lord’s Prayer 

was taught by 

our Savior 

Jesus himself, 

and succinctly 

prays for 

God’s blessing 

and help in 

every aspect 

of life. 
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S A C R A M E N T  O F  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N  

Because of the warnings God’s Word gives about this powerful meal, and because of the 

unity it confesses, Abiding Grace practices member communion. Please contact Pastor 

Scharf to discuss this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

PREFACE  

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the 

radiance of his glory. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 

praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 

 

HOLY ,  HOLY ,  HOLY –  Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface 

The opening 

words of the 

Communion 

liturgy mark 

the beginning 

of the 

Sacrament 

section of the 

service and lift 

the 

worshipers’ 

hearts in 

praise. The 

opening 

sentences are 

among the 

oldest in the 

Christian 

liturgy. 

Sanctus 

The word 

sanctus means 

“holy.” Used 

possibly as 

early as the 

second 

century, this 

canticle was in 

wide use 

among 

Christians in 

worship by 

the fourteenth 

century. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and 

eat, this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this whenever you drink it in remembrance of 

me.” 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

LAMB OF GOD –  Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of 

Institution 

In the Words 

of Institution 

the liturgist 

both 

proclaims the 

words of 

Jesus to the 

congregation 

and sets apart 

the bread and 

wine for the 

Lord’s use. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus is God’s 

lamb—Agnus 

Dei—who was 

offered as a 

sacrifice for 

sin once for 

all. 
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D ISTRIBUTION  

Please follow the directions of the ushers. During the 10:30 service, we’ll sing Hymn 

312 –Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared during the distribution. Following the 

distribution, the congregation joins to sing The Song of Simeon. 

THE SONG OF S IMEON  

 

Song of 

Simeon 

Because we 

have seen our 

Savior in 

Word and 

Sacrament, we 

sing knowing 

that we are at 

peace with 

God. Just as 

Simeon was 

ready to 

depart, so are 

we. 
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L: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming 

of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 

his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 

live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who live and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE LORD ’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #525                           The Son of God, Our Christ  
 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to 

want to find out more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 

Saatkamp or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor 

Scharf or the other ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information on 

the next page.  If you have any questions or comments about anything that went on 

here or what was taught, again, please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And come again 

next week as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our Savior.  See 

the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and 

service opportunities. 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 

©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These 

items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

Prayer after 

worship 

Almighty God, 

grant that the 

Word which I 

have heard 

this day may 

through your 

grace be so 

planted in my 

heart that I 

may bring 

forth the fruit 

of the Spirit; 

through Jesus 

Christ, my 

Lord. Amen. 



15 

 

ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144

 

Announcements 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Thursdays at 7pm! 

Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics of what Christianity 

is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there. BIC 

serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or 

not. If you are interested in BIC or you know someone else who would like it, sign up for this new session 

on the table in the back by the blue sign. Childcare is available with advanced notice. All materials will be 

provided.  Come grow with us! 

Ladies Bible Study TONIGHT 

Ladies’ Bible Study for 2018 kicks off today, Jan 21
st
 at 6pm. Join us as we continue our study of Max 

Lucado’s Traveling Light. We will be discussing Chapter 12. You can join this study at any time, even if you 

don’t have a book! Hope to see you there! 

 

9:15am Bible Study: In Their Shoes 

As Jesus continues to reveal himself to us during the season of Epiphany, we’re getting a clearer 

understanding of who he is: our Savior! Our Sunday morning Bible study will help us see our Savior Jesus 

but we’ll try to put ourselves in the shoes of those who physically saw him. Next week, we’ll try to 

understand what it was like to be someone whom Jesus healed. Come and look at Jesus from their 

perspective! 

Love Sunday – Feb 11
th

 

Mark your calendars for Feb. 11
th

 and take some invitations to pass out.  As the world thinks about love, 

let’s give them a chance to see God’s love as our service will show us the glory of God in the face of 

Christ, the way God has shown his love among us. 
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8:00am  Worship 

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Confirmation Class 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 9-12am  Preschool (When Newton County Schools are in session)  

Wednesdays at 7:00pm    Adult Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 7:00pm    Youth Group (highschoolers & middle schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm  Kids Club (ages 1-10)  

Thursdays at 7:00pm  New Bible Information Class  

Fridays at 9am   Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

Sun. Jan. 21 6pm  Ladies Bible Study 

Feb. 2-4    Youth Ski Trip Weekend – Gatlinburg, TN 

Sat. Feb. 10
th

   Valentine’s Dinner (Youth group fundraiser) (watch for details) 

February 11, 8 & 10:30am Sharing God’s Love Sunday 

Feb. 14 7pm   Ash Wednesday Worship 

Feb. 21-March 21 7pm  Midweek Lenten Meditations (Wednesdays)  

March 24 10am-2pm  Easter4Kids  e4k.abidinggrace.com 

March 29 7:30pm  Holy Thursday Worship 

March 30 7:30pm  Good Friday Worship  

June 26-29 (Sign up NOW)  International Youth Rally for High Schoolers 

July 23-27 (Sign up NOW) Camp S.O.U.T.H. (for 4
th

-8
th

 graders) 

RECEIVE DAILY DEVOTIONS AND CHURCH UPDATES IN YOUR EMAIL  

If you’re not already getting daily devotions and church updates in your email, go to the links below and 

sign up! 

 Daily Devotions: http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL 

 Weekly Sermons:  http://eepurl.com/cy7DA 

 Invitations and Upcoming Events: http://eepurl.com/dJ-EA 

 Weekly Bulletin Announcements: http://eepurl.com/dSY19  

 

 

http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL
http://eepurl.com/cy7DA

