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  ABIDING GRACE 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME                                     JANUARY 14, 2018  

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re 

glad you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Right now, 

we are in the season of Epiphany, a word that means “revelation” or “making known.” 

In this season, we see and learn how Jesus was revealed to be the Savior of all people. 

Today, we focus on the commitment to sinful people that Jesus expressed in his 

whole life, and our opportunity to commit our lives to him.  Here are some things that 

may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the 

hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, 

songs and other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate 

here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the “Epiphany” section might be helpful, 

hymns 79-93.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous 

“joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, 

there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on 

our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return 

to the sanctuary for worship. 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back 

of the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

Theme: “ Baptism Makes Christ Our Substitute” 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, in 

coming to 

hear your 

Word this 

morning, you 

have planted 

us like trees 

beside 

streams of 

water. Grant 

that we may 

ever delight in 

your Word 

and yield 

abundant fruit 

in our lives; 

through Jesus 

Christ, your 

Son our Lord. 

Amen. 
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THE ORDER OF  SERVICE  

Our service is introduced by music from the piano and a welcome from the presiding 

minister (also known as the “liturgist”). 

 

 

INVOCATION  

L(iturgist): In the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C(ongregation): Amen. 

OPENING HYMN      89  –  To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord  

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  
 

L: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  All of us are born into this world with a deep 

need for baptism.  From our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are 

without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to 

eternal death.  But Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At 

our baptism he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a 

new life.  We recall what our baptism did for us with these words: 

C: Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil, 

and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and 

promises of God declare. 

L:   Our sinful nature need not control us any longer.  We recall how baptism 

affects our daily lives as we speak these words: 

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily 

sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to 

death.  It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before 

God in righteousness and purity forever. 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

affirms that 

our worship 

begins in the 

name of and 

directed 

toward the 

one, true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 
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L: As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

 We witness the miracle of Baptism for Stephen Johnson. Please keep him in 

your prayers that they he grow in his baptismal grace every day of his life. 

 

P R A Y E R  A N D  P R A I S E  

Kyrie Eleison: (sung by the cantor and congregation)   by David Haas 

The title of this ancient song, Kyrie Eleison, means “Lord, have mercy.”   

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: 

Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: 

Christe eleison, eleison, Criste. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body & blood: 

Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

 

 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 

Kyrie 

Kyrie is the 

Greek word 

for Lord. The 

expression, 

“Lord, have 

mercy” is one 

of the oldest 

worship 

responses in 

the Christian 

church. 
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Gloria: (sung by the choir and congregation)                 by David Haas 

The title of this ancient song, Gloria in Excelsis Deo, means “Glory to God in the 

highest.”   

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin 

of the world:  

Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

(refrain) 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 

Gloria in 

Excelsis 

This song with 

roots in the 

4
th

 century 

proclaims the 

great things 

God has done 

to rescue us 

from sin, 

death, and the 

devil.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed 

him your beloved Son and annointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who 

are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us 

heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ  our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

F IRST LESSON                   Isaiah 49:1-6 

1 Listen to me, you islands;  

 hear this, you distant nations:  

Before I was born the Lord called me;  

 from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 

 2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,  

 in the shadow of his hand he hid me;  

he made me into a polished arrow  

 and concealed me in his quiver.  

3 He said to me, “You are my servant,  

 Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”  

4 But I said, “I have labored in vain;  

 I have spent my strength for nothing at all.  

Yet what is due me is in the Lord’s hand,  

 and my reward is with my God.”  

5 And now the Lord says—  

 he who formed me in the womb to be his servant  

to bring Jacob back to him  

 and gather Israel to himself,  

for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord  

 and my God has been my strength—  

6 he says:  

 “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant  

 to restore the tribes of Jacob  

 and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,  

 that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”  

Prayer of 

the Day 

Drawing from 

the themes in 

today’s 

Gospel 

reading, the 

Prayer of the 

Day asks God 

for mercy, 

blessing, and 

aid in living a 

Christian life. 
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CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward 

them. 

PSALM OF THE DAY :  PSALM 2  

The Congregation is invited to sing the refrain with the Choir.   

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 
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SECOND LESSON                 Romans 6:1-11  

 1 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2
 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

3
 

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? 
4
 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 

too may live a new life.  

 
5
 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also 

be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6
 For we know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we 

should no longer be slaves to sin—
7
 because anyone who has died has been set free 

from sin.  

 
8
 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

9
 For 

we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 

longer has mastery over him. 
10

 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the 

life he lives, he lives to God.  

 
11

 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  (Sung by the Choir )                           Mark 1:11b  

 Alleluia! “You are my Son, Whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL OF THE DAY                      MARK 1:4-11 

Please stand. 

 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by 

him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: 

“After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 

Verse of the 

Day 

The Verse of 

the Day serves 

to highlight 

one of the 

main themes 

for this 

Sunday of the 

Church Year. 

It also serves 

to prepare our 

hearts to 

receive God’s 

teaching in 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 

Traditionally, 

the verse is 

sung by a 

cantor or 

choir. 
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worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.”  

 9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 

torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  
  

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   294  –  BAPTIZED INTO YOUR NAME MOST HOLY  
 

 

SERMON            Romans 6:1-11 

Baptized into His Death 
I. So We are Dead to Sin 

II. So We Can’t Help but Live 

 
 

 

Hymns 

St. Paul wrote, 

“Let the word 

of Christ dwell 

in you richly … 

as you sing 

psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God” 

(Colossians 

3:16). In 

singing hymns 

and songs of 

praise we join 

our voices 

with believers 

who have 

sung these 

hymns 

throughout 

the centuries 

and give glory 

to the God 

who has 

saved us by 

his one and 

only Son, 

Jesus. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH      APOSTLE ’S CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined together to do 

the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the offering, 

please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed down 

your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair 

at the end of the row. 

 

Apostle’s 

Creed 

Public 

confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

proclaims and 

confesses the 

same saving 

faith in Jesus 

that the 

Apostles held 

and taught. 
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CONFIRMATION AND RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER  

Today, Stephen Johnson makes his promise of faithfulness to God and His Church.  

Please keep him in your prayers as we welcome him into our congregation.  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4).  
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THE LORD ’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

THE CLOSING HYMN                      CHRIST BEGINS (Printed on p.  15)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaronic 

Blessing 

The blessing 

of Aaron has 

been spoken 

over God’s 

people for 

over 3,500 

years.  
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ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement 
©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. 
These items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318.  
 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  

Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to 

want to find out more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 

Saatkamp or any of the members after worship.  You can also get a hold of Pastor 

Scharf or the other ministry staff at Abiding Grace using the contact information 

below.  If you have any questions or comments about anything that went on here 

or what was taught, again, please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members 

after worship.  And come again next week as we join together to worship Jesus, 

revealed clearly as our Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for 

other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities. 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Grow closer to your Savior in 2018! New Bible Information Class Jan. 18
th

 

As you remember today how important your Savior is to you – commit to growing in 

your relationship with Him this next year.  One great way to do that is through Bible 

Information Class.  It’s a commitment of 12 sessions, about an hour each.  Each 

week, we’ll go through one key teaching of Scripture and let God’s Word answer our 

questions and help us understand him more.  This also serves as our new member  

This also serves as our new member class.  We’ll provide everything you need, even 

childcare, if you sign up in advance. This round of BIC will meet on Thursdays at 

7pm.  Sign up on the sheet in the gathering area and come grow with us! 

  

Prayer after 

worship 

Lord Jesus, 

you are the 

only Savior of 

this world. 

You revealed 

yourself to us 

and we have 

been baptized 

into your 

death. Move 

us to 

remember 

what you have 

done for us 

and to live for 

you in our 

baptismal 

grace all the 

days of our 

life. Amen. 
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TODAY is Commitment Sunday: As we begin another year, let’s think about what commitments would 

be good for our spiritual health. Fill out the insert in the bulletin and return it to church. Take a bible 

reading schedule.  Sign up on one of the sign-up sheets for ways for you to get involved and commit to 

serve.  Be sure to stick around for the New Member Welcome Banquet and welcome the new members 

and hear more about some great ways to get connected at Abiding Grace. 

 

Hosting Volunteers  This summer, God-willing, we’ll be welcoming 2 SMA students for the summer and 4 

Soccer Coaches for Soccer Camp. Also – on March 10
th

, we’ll be hosting members of the Wisconsin 

Lutheran College Choir.  If you’d be willing to open your house for a day for some singers, a week for 

some college-aged soccer coaches, or more for our 2 Summer Ministry Assistants, that would be greatly 

appreciated.  Please sign up on the information table and/or talk to Pastor Scharf. 

Sign up Sheets  See the gathering area for all sorts of opportunities to get involved and to commit to 

connecting to each other and God’s Work! 

9:15am Bible Study: In Their Shoes 

Does it ever feel like there is a disconnect between you and the people in Jesus’ time? Almost 2000 years 

can do that! But during this Epiphany Season, we’ll try to put ourselves In Their Shoes. Jesus had to reveal 

himself to them like he does for us. Last week we began this new Bible Study by trying to see things from 

the perspective of Jesus’ family. Next week, we’ll put ourselves in the shoes of Jesus’ disciples. Come and 

look at Jesus from their perspective! 

Pastor Seifert’s Installation 

Rev. Joel Seifert will be installed this afternoon at 4 pm at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church (2240 

Shallowford Rd. Marietta, GA 30066). All are welcome. Come, encourage Pastor Seifert in the work that 

God has called him to do in Marietta and welcome Pastor Seifert and his family to the Atlanta area. 
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8:00am  Worship 

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Confirmation Class 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 9-12am  Preschool (When Newton County Schools are in session)  

Wednesdays at 7:00pm    Adult Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 7:00pm    Youth Group (highschoolers & middle schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm  Kids Club (ages 1-10)  

Thursdays at 7:00pm  New Bible Information Class (Starting Jan. 18
th

) 

Fridays at 9am   Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

Feb. 2-4     Youth Ski Trip Weekend – Gatlinburg, TN 

June 26-29 (Sign up NOW)  International Youth Rally for High Schoolers 

July 23-27 (Sign up NOW) Camp S.O.U.T.H. (for 4
th

-8
th

 graders) 

February 11 8 & 10:30am Sharing God’s Love Sunday 

Feb. 14 7pm   Ash Wednesday Worship 

Feb. 21-March 21 7pm  Midweek Lenten Meditations (Wednesdays)  

March 24 10am-2pm  Easter4Kids 

 

 

RECEIVE DAILY DEVOTIONS AND CHURCH UPDATES IN YOUR EMAIL  

If you’re not already getting daily devotions and church updates in your email, go to the links below and 

sign up! 

 Daily Devotions: http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL 

 Weekly Sermons:  http://eepurl.com/cy7DA 

 Invitations and Upcoming Events: http://eepurl.com/dJ-EA 

 Weekly Bulletin Announcements: http://eepurl.com/dSY19  

 

 

http://eepurl.com/bA_6dL
http://eepurl.com/cy7DA

