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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Today we celebrate the 
blessing and responsibility of Christian Education. We’ll get to witness the installation of our 
Sunday School teachers and hear a sermon from Pastor Evan Chartrand, who serves at our 
church body’s Luther Preparatory School.  Many thanks to him for being here with us today!  
Here are some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Christian Education” section might be helpful, hymns 508-516.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY                                JULY 30TH, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 

 
 

L:   Oh, how I love your law!  

C: I meditate on it all day long. 

L: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

C: for they are ever with me. 

L: I have more insight than all my teachers, 

C: for I meditate on your statues. 

L: How sweet are your words to my taste, 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

(Psalm 119:97-99, 103) 



 4 

 

 

L: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
          (2 Timothy 3:16, 17) 

L: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For 
this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray, Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 
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L:  God, gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31) The scriptures testify 
about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross the pay for all your sins, 
and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 
 
L: Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. And 
you have given us your Word that we may love you. Fill us with your Spirit that we 
may teach your truths to the next generation. Bless the Church with those who teach 
that together we may grow up into you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                           Acts 9:1-19 
 
 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, 
he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say 
to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
 “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the 
city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 
see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 
nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did 
not eat or drink anything. 
 10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” 
 “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
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 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias 
come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 
 13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the 
chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16 I will show him 
how much he must suffer for my name.” 
 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—
has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, 
something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 

 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON            2 Timothy 1:3-8  
 
 3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night 
and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so 
that I may be filled with joy.5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in 
your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 
6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, love 
and self-discipline. 
  8 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord or ashamed of me his prisoner. But, 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.  
 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY: Duet - To You, O Lord     by Marty Haugen 
 

(Refrain) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul, to you, I lift my soul. 
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  Lord, make me know Your ways, teach me Your paths,  
  and keep me in the way of Your truth, for You are God, my Savior. (refrain) 
  For the Lord is good and righteous, revealing His way to those who seek Him, 
  Gently leading the poor and the humble. ( refrain) 
 
  To the ones who seek the Lord, who look to His Word, who live His love, 
  He will always be near, He will show them His mercy. (refrain) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY               Luke 18:15-17 
 
 15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him touch them. When the disciples 
saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 17 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.” 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #561  Lord, Speak to Us that We May Speak 

THE SERMON:            Acts 9:1-19 

God Says Go 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 
INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL AND PRESCHOOL TEACHERS 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 
respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #512   Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds  
 

 
Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also 
get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we gather to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

            Lector:  Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

         Preacher:  Pastor Chartrand 

  Accompanist:   Will DeMarce 

             Sound:  Bill Henry 

Ushers: 8:00am     Alan Emery & Wayne Mathena 

           10:30am  Joe Herman, Peter Sahlstrom, Jerry VanVickle & Mike Kessler 

 Nursery: 10:30   TBD 

Cleaning Team:   Janette Scharf, Vickie Fowler, & Ann Armstrong 

 
Gathering Rite on The Word of God & Music: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
714318. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 
 To You, O Lord by Marty Haugen © 1982 G>I>A> Publications, Inc. 
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Announcements 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – BEGINS MONDAY AUGUST 7th 
Sign up now for our new round of our popular Bible Information Class. This class is designed 
to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s 
Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member class, but 
everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up now!!  We’ll 
meet for the next 12 Mondays (except Labor Day) at 6:30pm. Childcare and all materials will 
be provided. 
 
Vicar Plocher Farewell – Sunday August 6th 
Come say goodbye to Vicar and Megan next Sunday and wish them God’s blessings as we 
worship and then have a special meal and short program immediately following the 10:30 
service. 
 

Special Event Invitations from our Sister Churches! 

 
Installation of Pastor Harmon Lewis – Sunday July 30th: 
The members of Messiah Lutheran Church in Johns Creek (Alpharetta) invite you to celebrate 
with them the installation of their new pastor on Sunday, July 30th at 6pm.  Meal to follow. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
4765 Kimball Bridge Rd. 
Johns Creek, GA 30005 

 
Installation of Pastor Lucas Bitter – Sunday, August 27th: 
The Board for Home Missions invites you to celebrate the planting of our new Atlanta Intown 
Church and the installation of our new pastor, Lucas Bitter, at a special service at 5pm on 
Sunday, August 27th. Location is yet to be determined, but mark your calendars! 
 
WELS Labor Day Retreat: 
Join some of our brothers and sisters in Christ for this relaxing weekend. The Labor Day 
Retreat this year runs Saturday September 2 – Monday September 4.  This year's Retreat will 
be held at Hard Labor Creek State Park near Rutledge, Ga - about an hour east of Atlanta. 
Activities include opening & closing devotions, Sunday worship with communion, Adult Bible 
studies, Children's Bible studies with associated activities & crafts, Game night, campfire sing-
along, & a talent show. More information and registration available at: 
http://welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com/REGISTER.html 

 

 

http://welslabordayretreat.coffeecup.com/REGISTER.html
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Register for Abiding Grace Preschool NOW! 
Beginning August 7th and running with the Newton County School Calendar, Abiding Grace 
provides a wonderful, safe environment for your kids to grow spiritually, emotionally and 
intellectually. Preschool for 3 and 4 year old classes will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
(9am-Noon) and 2-year olds on Tues and Thurs (if we have enough 2 year olds)! Register now, 
since there are limited spaces available. All sorts of information can be found on the table in 
the gathering area, and you can talk to the teacher, Mrs. Paulina Lightsey. 

 
Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 

 
Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Sundays at noon (begins 8/6)  Confirmation Class (Middle School Students) 
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am (begins 8/7)   Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm New Bible Information Class (Starts Aug. 7th) 
Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle - High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. Aug. 6th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Plocher Farewell & Dinner 
Mon. Aug. 7th   Preschool First Day 
Sat. Aug. 12th, 8:00am  Men’s Bible Study (Speakeasy Coffee Shop, Hampton) 
Sat. Aug. 12th, 9am  Council Meeting 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Saatkamp Welcome 
Sept. 2 -4   WELS Labor Day Retreat 
Sept. 9    Fuzz Run 
Oct. 15    Fall Family Fun Day 
Sun. Oct. 29th, 4:00pm  Reformation 500 Celebration 
 


