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             ABIDING GRACE 

           LUTHERAN CHURCH 
     

EASTER                                                                                           APRIL 1, 2018  

Welcome!  Christ is Risen!  Thank you for joining us to celebrate that fact and all 

it means for our lives in our service of God this morning.  Here God serves us with 

His powerful Word of new life and forgiveness, and we serve our God with our 

excited praise and heartfelt confession of His grace.  We also gather to serve those 

around us with encouragement and strength.  Here are some things that might 

help you as we worship this Easter morning: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the 

hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, 

songs and other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate 

here in God's house.   

● The Color White:  Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, all our sins are 

washed clean.  The white on our altar and banners reminds us of that and the joy 

it brings 

 ● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous 

“joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, 

there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on 

our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return 

to the sanctuary for worship. 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men 

standing in the back of the room. They will be happy to assist 

you as much as possible. 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, in 

coming to 

hear your 

Word this 

morning, you 

have planted 

us like trees 

beside 

streams of 

water. Grant 

that we may 

ever delight in 

your Word 

and yield 

abundant fruit 

in our lives; 

through Jesus 

Christ, your 

Son our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Today’s Theme: Peace for the Broken 

THE ORDER OF  SERVICE  

Pre-service Hymns:  

Hymn 167 v. 1-5 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 

Hymn 141 v. 1-5 At the Lambs’ High Feast We Sing 

Hymn 143 v. 1-5   He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

Hymn 157 v. 1-4  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

 

GREETING  

L(iturgist): Christ is Risen! 

C(ongregation): He is Risen indeed! 

WELCOME BY THE PASTOR 

L: This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

C:  Alleluia! 

OPENING HYMN          154  –  Alleluia, Alleluia,  Give Thanks  

Preschool children will sing a refrain & verse 1. The congregation will sing verses 2-5. 

 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  
 

L: We have come into God’s presence to worship Him, our holy LORD.  But we 

come with our sins.  So let us cast off those sins onto our Savior that we may 

worship Him in holiness and joy, with our hearts renewed by His forgiveness! 

 

Greeting 

This is known 

as the Paschal 

Greeting, one 

of the oldest 

and most 

wide-spread 

traditions in 

the Christian 

Church. 

Throughout 

the weeks of 

the Easter 

Season, 

whenever the 

minister says 

“Christ is 

risen!” the 

people  

respond “He  

is risen 

indeed!” 
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C:  Holy and gracious God, I confess that I have sinned against you.  Some 

of my sins I know – the thoughts and words and deeds that I am 

ashamed of – but some are known only to you.  In the name of Jesus 

Christ I ask for your forgiveness. 

L: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, 

God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the 

word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

P R A Y E R  A N D  P R A I S E  

HYMN OF PRAISE                            265  –  This Is the Feast  of Victory  

Sunday School will sing verses 1 & 2, congregation will sing verses 3 - 5 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, you overcame 

death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life. We humbly pray that we 

may live before you in righteousness and purity forever; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 

Prayer of 

the Day 

Drawing from 

the themes in 

today’s 

Gospel 

reading, the 

Prayer of the 

Day asks God 

for mercy, 

blessing, and 

aid in living a 

Christian life. 
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T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message 

directed especially toward them. 

 

 

F IRST LESSON                    ISAIAH 25:6-9  

 6
 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all 

peoples, a banquet of aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7
 On 

this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that 

covers all nations; 
8
 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe 

away the tears from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth.  

The LORD has spoken. 
9
 In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in 

him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in 

his salvation.” 

 

.  

CHOIR :  HE IS R ISEN             BY PAUL BALOCHE AND GRAHAM KENDRICK  

Early morning, break of dawn, stumbling to the tomb; 

Standing awe-struck, won-d’ring who rolled away the stone; 

And as the sun came up, amazed they looked inside 

and saw an angel clothed in light; 

Don’t be afraid, He is alive. He is risen; Hallelujah, Hallelujah; 

Christ is risen; Let the whole world sing Christ is risen; 

Christ is risen from the dead. 

Sing with all creation, sing of a world made new; 

Endless life we too may live, bursting from the tomb; 

And looking up we see our King enthroned on high; 

His wounds of love now glorified; Rejoice, for soon He’ll burst the skies. 

He is risen; Hallelujah, Hallelujah; Christ is risen; Let the whole world sing 

Christ is risen; Christ is risen from the Dead. 

 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day, which is 

the high 

point of the 

readings.  
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SECOND LESSON            1  CORINTHIANS 15:12-20 

 12
 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13

 If there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14

 And if Christ has not 

been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
15

 More than that, we are 

then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he 

raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 
16

 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 
17

 And if Christ 

has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
18

 Then those also 

who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 
19

 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all people most to be pitied.  

 
20

 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep.  

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM :  THIS IS THE DAY                     BY JAY ALTHOUSE  

Sing alleluia, alleluia, for this is the day that our Lord has made. 

Let us be glad and rejoice for this is the day of our Lord. 

Sing alleluia, alleluia. This is the day that our Lord has made. 

Let us be glad and rejoice, for this is the day of our Lord. 

 

We lift our voices to heaven; we sing with one accord. 

This is the day of rejoicing; this is the day of our Lord. 

Sing alleluia, alleluia, O sing all ye heavens and earth reply. 

Let us be glad and rejoice; our Lord is arisen today. 

 

Sing Praises to the Redeemer, our Lord of goodness and might. 

This is the day of salvation; this is the day of light. 

Sing alleluia, alleluia, O sing all ye heavens and earth reply. 

 

Let us be glad and rejoice; our Lord is arisen today. 

This is the day. This is the day.  

This is the day of our Lord. This is the day of our Lord. 

 

Hymns 

St. Paul wrote, 

“Let the word 

of Christ dwell 

in you richly … 

as you sing 

psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God” 

(Colossians 

3:16). In 

singing hymns 

and songs of 

praise we join 

our voices 

with believers 

who have 

sung these 

hymns 

throughout 

the centuries 

and give glory 

to the God 

who has 

saved us by 

his one and 

only Son, 

Jesus. 
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GOSPEL OF THE DAY                     JOHN 20:1-18 

 1
 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 
2
 So 

she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 

said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 

put him!”  

 
3
 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 

4
 Both were running, 

but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5
 He bent over and 

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 
6
 Then Simon Peter came 

along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying 

there, 
7
 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was 

still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 
8
 Finally the other disciple, who had 

reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 
9
 (They still did not 

understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)  

 
10

 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
11

 Now Mary 

stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 
12

 

and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head 

and the other at the foot.  

 
13

 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”  

 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have 

put him.” 
14

 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 

realize that it was Jesus.  

 
15

 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”  

 Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 

me where you have put him, and I will get him.”  

 
16

 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).  

 
17

 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 

Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, to my God and your God.’ ”  

 
18

 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the 

Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.  

    

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

God’s Word 

has been at 

the center of 

Christian 

worship since 

the time of 

the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42). 

The readings 

are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 

Similar to the 

way we honor 

those in a 

parade by 

standing, we 

honor our 

Lord by 

standing 

during the 

Gospel of the 

Day. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        156  –AWAKE ,  MY HEART ,  WITH GLADNESS  
 

SERMON                   Isaiah 25:6-9 

Peace for the Broken: 

The Shroud is Swallowed Up 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH      APOSTLE ’S CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined 

together to do the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. Visitors 

need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

During the offering, please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is 

being handed down your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the 

floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

Apostle’s 

Creed 

Public 

confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. The 

Apostles’ 

Creed 

proclaims and 

confesses the 

same saving 

faith in Jesus 

that the 

Apostles held 

and taught. 

Hymn of 

the Day 

This hymn is 

chosen for its 

rich content 

and its 

connection to 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING  

 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE CLOSING HYMN  152  – I  KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER L IVES  

 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4). 

The beauty of 

the Lord’s 

prayer is how 

it succinctly 

prays for 

God’s blessing 

and help in 

every aspect 

of life. Jesus 

taught this 

prayer more 

than once, it 

seems, as he 

also taught it 

during the 

Sermon on 

the Mount 

(see Matthew 

6:5-15). 
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ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

 

Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

Cell: (414) 828-9991 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 
 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144

 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

     It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick 

around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

     If the Spirit has worked through his Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to 

get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  

You can also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found below.  If you have any 

questions or comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak 

to Pastor Scharf.  And come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   See the announcements and calendar following for 

other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities. 

Easter Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt – Let the celebration continue with some great food and 

plenty of fun for the kids!  The children will decorate bags and then hunt for eggs.  We’ll wait until 

everyone has been excused from the sanctuary before starting the hunt.  There will be different 

areas for the different age groups. The bell will be rung to announce the beginning of the Egg 

Hunt.

 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 

Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under 

OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598.  

 He Is Risen By Paul Baloche & Graham Kendrick Copyright 2014 by THANKYOU Music 

 This Is The Day by Jay Althouse Copyright 2001 by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) 

Starting after Easter, we’ll start a new run of our popular Bible Information Class.  Sign up now 

and you’ll be able to help pick the time and day of the class based on what works for you. This 

class is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions 

about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member class, 

but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up now!!  

Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday – May 27th, Both Services 

Come join us to recognize all the special young men and women who are celebrating graduations 

this year. Since we are blessed to have people graduating from so many different schools at so 

many different times, we come together to recognize them all at once at this special service.  

We’ll have a special prayer for them and have them come up to be recognized as we continue to 

pray for God to bless them in all their endeavors.  If you’d like your graduate recognized in the 

bulletin please fill out a form on the information table and give it to Pastor or Vicar.  Then join us 

on May 28
th

. ALL are welcome, whether members or guests or friends or relatives.   
 

 

Abiding Grace Preschool Graduation – Thursday May 17
th

, 6:00pm 

Everyone is invited to celebrate the growth in God’s Word that our preschool students have 

experienced throughout the year. This special service will give glory to God for these gifts. Come 

join us and meet the preschool families as well. 
 

 

Relay for Life Events The Rockdale Relay for Life is April 20
th

 and the Newton Relay is on April 

27
th

 If you are interested in participating or helping with our Abiding Grace booth, please talk with 

Cindy McCrae or Pastor Scharf.  
 

 

 A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY:  

 West Newton Elementary School (where we used to worship) has reached out and asked if some 

of our members would be willing to help read to some of their students. This could be one-on-

one or to groups.  Please speak to Pastor Scharf if you are willing to serve our community in this 

way. 
 

 

South Atlantic District Youth Camps: Our South Atlantic District is excited to offer two youth 

camps this summer: Camp SOUTH (here in Covington, July 23
rd

 -27
th

 ) for youth entering 4th 

through 9th grade; and The “Never Alone” International Youth Rally (in Bowling Green, Ohio June 

26th-29th) for teens entering 9th through finishing 12th grade. These camps are a great 

opportunity for youth to grow in their faith and meet Christian friends from across the country. If 

you want to attend either of these camps, add your name to the sign-up sheets in the gathering 

space AND register online and pay the registration fee by April 30th.  
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COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8am   Worship  

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice 

Sundays at 12:00noon  Confirmation Class (Middle School students) 

Mon. Wed. Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 

Wednesdays at 11am Bible Information Class  

Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers and Middle Schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  

Thursdays at 7:00pm  Bible Information Class 

Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

Wed. April 11
th

, 6:30pm  Canvassing (come help us invite our neighbors) 

Sat. April 14
th

, 8am  Men’s Bible Study (Newton County Campus) 

Sat. April 14
th

 9am  Council Meeting 

Sat. April 14
th

 11am  Canvassing (come help us invite our neighbors) 

April 20 & 27   Relay for Life Events (see info table) 

Sat. April 21
st
   Ladies’ Rally at Christ Our Savior in Columbia, TN 

Sat. April 21
st
, 7am  Cheerios Challenge (Sign up to help!) 

Sun. April 22
nd

, 6pm  Ladies Bible Study 

Sat. May 12
th

, 8am  Men’s Bible Study (at our Henry Co. Campus) 

Sun. May 13
th

, 8 & 10:30am Mother’s Day Service 

Thurs. May 17
th

, 6pm  Abiding Grace Preschool Graduation 

Thurs. May 24
th

, 11am   Vicar Call Day 

Sun. May 20
th

, 6pm  Ladies Bible Study 

Sun. May 27
th

, 8 & 10:30am Graduate Recognition Sunday 

June 25-29   Vacation Bible School: Splash Canyon (sign up now) 

June 26-29   “Never Alone" teen camp (Bowling Green) (sign up now) 

July 9-13   Soccer Camp 2018 

July 23-27   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4
th

-8
th

 Graders in Covington) (sign up now) 


