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  ABIDING GRACE 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                     MAY 14, 2017  

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re 

glad you are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word. Right now, 

we are in the season of Easter, when we celebrate the victory over sin, death, and the 

devil that he won for us. Today, we see how Jesus’ love for us inspires love in us for 

one another. On Mothers’ Day, we especially thank God for the love shown to us by 

the women who raised and cared for us.  Here are some things that may help you as 

we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of 

Service printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the 

hymns listed in this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, 

songs and other information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate 

here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the “Easter” section might be helpful, 

hymns 141-168.  

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and 

do not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in 

church with the family. As a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous 

“joyful noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, 

there is a room down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on 

our closed circuit TV. Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return 

to the sanctuary for worship. 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back 

of the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

Prayer 

before 

worship 

Lord God, in 

coming to 

hear your 

Word this 

morning, you 

have planted 

us like trees 

beside 

streams of 

water. Grant 

that we may 

ever delight in 

your Word 

and yield 

abundant fruit 

in our lives; 

through Jesus 

Christ, your 

Son our Lord. 

Amen. 
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THE ORDER OF  SERVICE  

Our service is introduced by music from the piano and a welcome from the presiding 

minister (also known as the “liturgist”). 

L(iturgist): Christ is Risen! 

C(ongregation): He is Risen indeed! 
 

 

INVOCATION  

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

OPENING HYMN  498  –  Though I May Speak with Bravest  Fire  

 

 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  
 

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen 

Absolution 

In the 

absolution, we 

receive God’s 

promise from 

1 John 1:9, “If 

we confess 

our sins he is 

faithful and 

just, and will 

purify us from 

all unright-

eousness.” 

Invocation 

The 

invocation 

affirms that 

our worship 

begins in the 

name of and 

directed 

toward the 

one, true, 

Triune God of 

the Bible. 
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P R A Y E R  A N D  P R A I S E  

LORD ,  HAVE MERCY  -  KYRIE  

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are 

lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

L: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

 

GLORY TO GOD –  GLORIA IN EXCELSIS    (BY DAVID HAAS )  

 

Kyrie 

Kyrie is the 

Greek word 

for Lord. The 

expression, 

“Lord, have 

mercy” is one 

of the oldest 

worship 

responses in 

the Christian 

church. 

 

Gloria 

Christians have 

used the 

Gloria in 

Excelsis, which 

echoes the 

praises of the 

angels (Luke 

2:14), since the 

4th century. 

We join them 

to celebrate 

what God has 

done for us. 



5 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks,  

We praise you for your glory!   Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

Receive our prayer!  Refrain   
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

You alone are the Lord, the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father!  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let us pray. 

 O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us 

love what you love what you command and desire what you promise, that 

among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the 

lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  

CHILDREN ’S SERMON  

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed  

especially toward them.  

 

F IRST LESSON          Acts 11:1-18 

 1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles 

also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 

circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of 

uncircumcised men and ate with them.”  

Prayer of 

the Day 

Drawing from 

the themes in 

today’s 

Gospel 

reading, the 

Prayer of the 

Day asks God 

for mercy, 

blessing, and 

aid in living a 

Christian life. 
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 4 Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: 
5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something 

like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down 

to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild 

beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and 

eat.’  

 8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my 

mouth.’  

 9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure 

that God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up 

to heaven again.  
 11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at 

the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about 

going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s 

house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to 

Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which 

you and all your household will be saved.’  

 15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us 

at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same 

gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I 

could oppose God?”  

 18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, 

saying, “So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life.”  

   

PSALM OF THE DAY :#145    (read responsively)                                 

L: Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 

C: His greatness no one can fathom. 

L: One generation will commend your works to another; 

C: They will tell of your mighty acts. 

L: The LORD upholds all those who fall 

C: And lifts up all who are bowed down. 

L: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 

C: You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

L: The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

C: To all who call on him in truth. 

Scripture 

Readings 

All the 

readings are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. We stand 

for the Gospel 

in order to  

honor our 

Lord. 
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L: He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 

C: He hears their cry and saves them. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

             And to the Holy Spirit, 

        As it was in the beginning, 

            Is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

CHOIR :  SUCH LOVE         by Graham Kendrick  

Such love, pure as the whitest snow. Such love weeps for the shame I know. 

Such love, paying the debt I owe – O Jesus, such love! 

Such love, stilling my restlessness. Such love, filling my emptiness. 

Such love, showing me holiness – O Jesus, such love! 

Such love springs from eternity. Such love, streaming through history. 

Such love, fountain of life to me – O Jesus, such love! 

 

SECOND LESSON         1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

 1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 

only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can 

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and 

surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 

of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  

 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 

there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For 

we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the 

imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, 

I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12 Now 

we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know 

in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  

 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these 

is love.  

Scripture 

Readings 

All the 

readings are 

thematically 

tied to the 

Gospel of the 

Day. We stand 

for the Gospel 

in order to  

honor our 

Lord. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY       

 The Congregation joins to sing the refrain before and after the verse sung by the 

liturgist. 

 

 L:  A new command I give to you  
      Love each other as I love you  
      Then all will know to me you’re true 
 

Repeat Refrain 

 

 

 

GOSPEL OF THE DAY                 JOHN 13:31-35 

Please stand. 

 31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is 

glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and 

will glorify him at once.  

 33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and 

just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  

 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.”  

    

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Verse of the 

Day 

The Verse of 

the Day serves 

to highlight 

one of the 

main themes 

for this 

Sunday of the 

Church Year. 

It also serves 

to prepare our 

hearts to 

receive God’s 

teaching in 

the Gospel of 

the Day. 

Traditionally, 

the verse is 

sung by a 

cantor or 

choir. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        505  –  LOVE IS THE GRACIOUS G IFT  

(In the 10:30 service, the Sunday School children will sing verse 1) 

 

SERMON      1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

Love Never Fails! 
I. It flavors all I do. 

II. It takes commitment. 
III. It lasts forever. 

 
 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH      APOSTLE ’S CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Apostle’s 

Creed 

Confession of 

faith is our 

response to 

God’s saving 

Word. This 

Trinitarian 

creed 

confesses the 

saving faith in 

Jesus that the 

Apostles 

taught. 
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OFFERING  

The members of Abiding Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have joined together to do 

the Lord’s work in this community and throughout the world. During the offering, 

please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register that is being handed down 

your aisle. After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair 

at the end of the row. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the 

congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

 

THE LORD ’S PRAYER     spoken by the congregation  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s 

Prayer 

The Lord’s 

Prayer was 

taught by our 

Savior Jesus 

himself in 

response to 

the disciples’ 

request, “Lord, 

teach us to 

pray” (see 

Luke 11:1-4). 

The beauty of 

the Lord’s 

prayer is how 

it succinctly 

prays for 

God’s blessing 

and help in 

every aspect 

of life. Jesus 

taught this 

prayer more 

than once, it 

seems, as he 

also taught it 

during the 

Sermon on 

the Mount 

(see Matthew 

6:5-15). 
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THE LORD ’S BLESSING  

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  (SUNG )      

The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 

Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 

Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son,  

Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 

God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 

 

 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING W ITH US  

It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around 

after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

If the Spirit has worked through his Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 

involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can 

also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found above.  If you have any questions 

or comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor 

Scharf.  And come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.   See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, 

fellowship, and service opportunities. 
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ABIDING GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Jonathan Scharf 

Cell: (404) 218-7568 

Email: pastor@abidinggrace.com 

Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 

Cell: (770) 707-2144 

Email: pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

Vicar Micah Plocher 

Cell: (989) 882-3687 

Email: vicar@abidinggrace.com 

Church Offices 

Newton County: (770) 385-7691 

Henry County: (770) 707-2144 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm 

Join us on Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm our popular Bible Information Class.  This 

“double round” will feature identical classes on Sunday and Tuesday of each week. This class is 

designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions about 

God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member class, but 

everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up now!!  Childcare 

and all materials will be provided. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday – May 28th, Both Services 

Come join us to recognize all the special young men and women who are celebrating 

graduations this year. Since we are blessed to have people graduating from so many different 

schools at so many different times, we come together to recognize them all at once at this 

special service.  We’ll have a special prayer for them and have them come up to be recognized as 

we continue to pray for God to bless them in all their endeavors.  If you’d like your graduate 

recognized in the bulletin please fill out a form on the information table and give it to Pastor or 

Vicar.  Then join us on May 28th. ALL are welcome, whether members or guests or friends or 

relatives.   

Help Advertise for our Summer Kids’ Events! 

We have two exciting events coming up this summer: VBS on June 19-23 and Soccer Camp on 

July 10-14. Both will be great opportunities to share God’s love with people in our community. 

Help us fill up registration by tearing off the next page of this bulletin and giving it to a friend, 

coworker, or family member with kids. Get pumped up to share your Savior with others! 
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Music! 

Games! Crafts! 

 Bible 

Stories! 

Friends! 
Free! 

Abiding Grace Lutheran Church 

Vacation Bible School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 19th-23rd 
9am – Noon 

Register online at vbs.abidinggrace.com 
Or call (770)385-7691 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 10th-14th 
9am – Noon 
Register online at 

soccer.abidinggrace.com 

Or call (770) 385-7691 

$45 
 

Led by coaches and 
players from 

Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Soccer 

includes ball 

and t-shirt* 

*Guaranteed if registered by July 5th 



15 

 

 

Hosting Volunteers:  

This summer there will be volunteers coming for VBS and Soccer Camp, and 2 young men as SMA 

(Summer Ministry Assistant) students as well.  If you’d be willing to open your house for a week for 

some high school (VBS) or college (Soccer Camp) volunteers, that would be greatly appreciated.  

Please sign up on the information table and/or talk to Pastor Scharf. 

Born to Run 5K – Saturday, June 3rd: 

Abiding Grace will have a tent and table at the Born to Run 5K on Saturday, June 3rd. If you would 

like to volunteer to man the tent, meet around 7am on June 3rd at 1139 Usher St. in Covington. If you 

can’t volunteer your time, please consider donating some bottled water, fruit, or granola bars to 

hand out to the runners. Thanks for your efforts to reach out to our community! 

 

Voters’ Meeting: A voters’ meeting will be held next Sunday, May 21st at noon. We 

will be discussing the future of the preschool, the conversion of the storage room to a 

classroom, electronic giving and elections. We have four positions up for election with 

the following people nominated: 

• Director of Trustees - Kris Heine 

• Treasurer - Jason Pertoso; Brian Patrick 

• Volunteer Coordinator - Mitch Dietzel 

• Outreach - Mitch Dietzel; Joseph Lightsey 

Please mark your calendar and come join us as we work together to spread his word. 

An Invitation to our Church Family: A note from Pastor Scharf: 

 

Hi Friends, As you may have heard, my family moved to a new house in the past couple of weeks.  

You may also know that our son Andrew graduates from High School this weekend. So we’re having 

an open house to celebrate both at the new place.  Please consider joining us on Sunday, May 28th 

(after the Graduate Recognition Service).  We’ll start 1:30ish after we get everything cleaned up at 

church and make it home.  Our new address is 5145 Indie Cir. SE, Covington, GA 30014. I hope you 

can make it! 

    In Christ, 

    Pastor Scharf 
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Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship 

Supplement ©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by 

Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian 

Copyright Licensing # 11469598 

 “Such Love” by Graham Kendrick, setting by Jack Schrader © 1988 by Make Way Music  

 “Glory to God” by David Haas © 1987 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 Closing Prayer, by Don Besig, 1978, Howard Flammer Music, E-5204 

COMING EVENTS  

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Sundays at 8am   Worship  

Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  

Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class (starting May 7th) 

Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 

Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  

Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session)  

Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class (starting May 9th) 

Wednesdays at 6:45pm  Confirmation Class (Middle School students) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year-olds) 

Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (high schoolers) 

Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  

Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

Sun. May 14th, 8 & 10:30am Mother’s Day Service 

Tues. May 16th, 7:30pm  Vicar Call Day Service Fellowship and Streamed Service 

Sun. May 21st, noon  Voters Meeting 

Sun. May 21st, 6pm  Ladies Bible Study 

Sun. May 28th, 8 & 10:30am Graduate Recognition Sunday 

June 19-23   Vacation Bible School 

June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 

July 10-14   Soccer Camp 2017 

July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 


