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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word.  Today, we thank God for the 
confidence he gives us in knowing that Jesus rose from the dead. We also pray that he make us 
fearless witnesses of the forgiveness, peace, and hope he gives. Also in our service today, we’ll 
have the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Questions for preparation are available on 
page 156 in the front part of the hymnal.  Here are some things that may help you as we 
worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Easter” section might be helpful, hymns 141-168.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER                                   APRIL 23RD, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN: #165      O Sons and Daughters of the King 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
 
Kyrie Eleison: (sung by the cantor and congregation)     by David Haas 

The title of this ancient song, Kyrie Eleison, means “Lord, have mercy.”   
It is the prayer of every sinner that knows our only hope is in the love of God. 

 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: 
Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 

  

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: 
Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 

  

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the Word of life: 
Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
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Glory to God: (sung by the cantors and congregation)                                    by David Haas 
In our worship, we respond to the declaration of our forgiveness with the words of the angels in Luke 2, 

praising God for his gift.  

 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:  

Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. (refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, With the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
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L: Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 
peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the 
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                            Revelation 1:4-18 
 
 4 John,  
 To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  
 Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from 
the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us 
to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever 
and ever! Amen.  
 7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”  
    and “every eye will see him,  
 even those who pierced him”;  
    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”  
  So shall it be! Amen.  
 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and 
who is to come, the Almighty.”  
 9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient 
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud 
voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven 
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”  
 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw 
seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, 
dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His 
head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His 
feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 
16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged 
sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  
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 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on 
me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was 
dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.  
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 

 
THE PSALM OF THE DAY: #150  (read responsively) 
 
L:  Praise God in his sanctuary; 
C: Praise him in his mighty heavens. 
L: Praise him for his acts of power; 
C: Praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
L: Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
C: Praise him with the harp and lyre, 
L: Praise him with tambourine and dancing, 
C: Praise him with strings and flute, 
L: Praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
C: Praise him with resounding cymbals. 
L: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. 
C: Praise the LORD. 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
    And to the Holy Spirit, 
          As it was in the beginning, 
    Is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON            Acts 5:12, 17-32  
  

 12 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. 
And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade.  
 17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 
Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public 
jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them 
out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people full message of this new 
life.”  
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 21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to 
teach the people.  
 When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—
the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving 
at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We found 
the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we 
found no one inside.” 24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief 
priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this.  
 25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the 
temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his officers and brought 
the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.  
 27 Having brought the apostles, they made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be 
questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. 
“Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this 
man’s blood.”  
 29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30 The 
God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a 
tree. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give 
repentance and forgive of sins to Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”  

 
THE VERSE OF THE DAY 

L: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  

L: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. (John 20:29b)  

C: Alleluia. 

 
THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                      John 20:19-31 
 
 19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  
 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  
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 24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  
 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  
 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  
 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
 30 Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #756  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight (printed on page 9) 

THE SERMON:                   John 20:19-31 

 

A No-Doubt Message Makes  
No-Fear Messengers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 



 10 

THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward to discuss 
this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seared him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit 
of the Church. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 
our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  (AGNUS DEI) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution, in the 10:30 
service, we will sing Hymn 141, At the Lamb’ High Feast We Sing.  Following the distribution, the 
congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   

 
THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

 

 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #403 I Know My Faith Is Founded 
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Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also 
get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

Announcements 

Reformation 500: Movie Screening!! 
As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation this year, 
we have a special opportunity to celebrate. Mark your calendars for May 8th, 
6:30pm, when we’ll be hosting a special screening of the new film: A Return 
to Grace: Luther’s Life and Legacy, at Conyers Carmike Crossroads 16 
Theater.  You can buy your tickets online at: 
https://www.tugg.com/events/a-return-to-grace-luther-s-life-and-legacy-
zafk, or link to it from the Abiding Grace website.  
  
NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) 
Starting after Easter, we’ll start a new run of our popular Bible Information 
Class.  Listen for the announcement of the day and time it will be held.  This 
class is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions about 
God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member class, but 
everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up now!!  Childcare and 
all materials will be provided. 

 
Graduate Recognition Sunday – May 28th, Both Services 
Come join us to recognize all the special young men and women who are celebrating graduations this 
year. Since we are blessed to have people graduating from so many different schools at so many 
different times, we come together to recognize them all at once at this special service.  We’ll have a 
special prayer for them and have them come up to be recognized as we continue to pray for God to 
bless them in all their endeavors.  If you’d like your graduate recognized in the bulletin please fill out a 
form on the information table and give it to Pastor or Vicar.  Then join us on May 28th. ALL are 
welcome, whether members or guests or friends or relatives.   
 
Abiding Grace Preschool Graduation – Friday May 12th, 6:30pm 
Everyone is invited to celebrate the growth in God’s Word that our preschool students have 
experienced throughout the year. This special service will give glory to God for these gifts. Come join 
us and meet the preschool families as well. 
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Spring Lutheran Women's Missionary Society Rally:   
The Spring Rally for the Southern Hills will be on April 29, 2017, at Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church 
in Hiram, GA . The speakers will be Beverly Flohr on Prison Ministry and Pastor Benjamin Steenbock 
on Mission Work with Abiding Grace. If you would like to go, please make sure you let Donna Burks 
know. If you have Mite box money please turn it into Donna Burks or put it in the box by the signup 
sheet by April 23. 
 
Hosting Volunteers: This summer there will be volunteers coming for VBS and Soccer Camp, and 2 
young men as SMA (Summer Ministry Assistant) students as well.  If you’d be willing to open your 
house for a week for some high school (VBS) or college (Soccer Camp) volunteers, that would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please sign up on the information table and/or talk to Pastor Scharf. 
 
Ladies’ Meeting MOVED for May: The Ladies of the congregation will meet on May 7th at noon to 
discuss visits to a nursing home, outings for our ladies, and other projects we might like to do. Please 
come and join us and get to know your fellow Christians! 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study for April TONIGHT - Ladies, please join us for Ladies’ Bible Study tonight, 
April 23rd at 6:00pm. The date was moved from the normal third Sunday of the month so as not to 
interfere with family Easter celebrations. We will be discussing Chapter 4 from our book Traveling 
Light by Max Lucado. You can jump into this study at any point, so please join us even if you haven't 
been able to make it to our other meetings. We hope to see you there! 

 
South Atlantic District Youth Camps: Our South Atlantic District is excited to offer two youth 
camps this summer: Camp SOUTH (here in Covington, July 24th-28th) for youth entering 4th through 
9th grade; and The Amazing Race Teen Challenge (in Orlando, FL, June 27th-30th) for teens entering 
9th through finishing 12th grade. These camps are a great opportunity for youth to grow in their faith 
and meet Christian friends from across the country. If you want to attend either of these camps, add 
your name to the sign-up sheets in the gathering space AND register online and pay the registration 
fee by April 30th. Snap the QR codes below for the online registration forms, or see the links on the 
information packets in the gathering space.  
  
     Camp SOUTH    The Amazing Race 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session)  
Wednesdays at 6:45pm  Confirmation Class (Middle School students) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Thursdays at 7pm  Bible Information Class  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. April 23rd, 6pm  Ladies Bible Study 
Sat. April 29th   Ladies’ Rally at Mighty Fortress in Hiram, GA 
Sun. May 7th, noon  Ladies’ meeting 
Mon. May 8th, 6:30pm  Movie Screening: A Return to Grace – Luther’s Life and 
     Legacy (at Carmike 16 in Conyers) 
Fri. May 12th, 6:30pm  Abiding Grace Preschool Graduation 
Sat. May 13th, 8am  Men’s Bible Study Newton Campus 
Sun. May 14th, 8 & 10:30am Mother’s Day Service 
Tues. May 16th, 7:30pm Vicar Call Day Service Fellowship and Streamed Service 
Sun. May 21st, 6pm  Ladies Bible Study 
Sun. May 28th, 8 & 10:30am Graduate Recognition Sunday 
June 19-23   Vacation Bible School 
June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp 2017 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
 
 
 
Divine Service I. Words & Music: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 
Words & Music: Keith Getty, Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 
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