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TODAY’S THEME: 
COME, HOLY SPIRIT 

 

 

         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 
 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. This  morning in the church year 
we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost. And here at Abiding Grace, we also celebrate Confirmation.  

The word “confirmation” means “strengthening.”  Confirmation class comprises a two-year period of 

instruction in the Christian faith for our middle school aged children.  Jesus commanded his Church 
to “teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  The purpose of confirmation class 
is to strengthen the faith of the children though instruction in the Word of God and to prepare them 
to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Today marks their public testimony that they have 
done this study and agree with all the teachings of God’s Word as explained in Luther’s Small 
Catechism.  None of us ever “finish” our study of God’s Word here on earth.  Rather, today, these 
young confirmands will promise to be faithful to that truth as long as they live and to continue to 
grow in it through regular worship, Bible study, and Communion participation.  
  
Now that they have studied God’s Word, understand the power and importance of the Lord’s 
Supper, and confess a oneness of belief in all teachings of God’s Word, they will be celebrating their 
first communion with those who confess the same beliefs.  We also, who are able to make that same 
confession will have the privilege of receiving Christ’s own body and blood at his altar today with 
them.  Questions for personal preparation are available on page 156 in the front of the hymnal.  
Please note that many of the elements of the service like the Order of Service, the specific songs of 
the liturgy and the hymns were selected by the Confirmation Class of 2017 to mark their special day. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

 

THE PROCESSION  
 

 
WELCOME BY THE PASTOR 

 

INVOCATION 
 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

 OPENING HYMN:  #229  This Day at Your Creating Word   

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

L: Since we are a people that need the forgiveness of our God, let us confess our sins 
together. 

C: Each one of us has made a commitment before you, O Lord.  Yet all too often 
we have wavered in that commitment.  There have been times in our lives when 
our own promises of faithfulness to you were forgotten.  There have been times 
that we have let other things take priority over you and your Word in our lives. It 
is clear that we have not lived up to the commitments that we have made to you. 

 

L: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We deserve your eternal punishment. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, forgive us and lead us so that we 
might delight in your will and walk in your way. 

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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L:    In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the LORD! 
 

Kyrie: (sung by the cantor and congregation)                                     by David Haas 
 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: Christe eleison, eleison, Criste. Christe eleison, eleison, Christe. 
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body & blood: Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. Kyrie eleison, eleison, Kyrie. 
 
Glory to God (sung by the Liturgist and congregation)                                             by David Haas 

 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. (refrain) 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:  
Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. (refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (refrain- 2 times) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:    Let us pray. 

L:   Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace. 
Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may 
tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Father, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON:                                                                              Genesis 11:1-9 
 
 1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved 
eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.  
 3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They 
used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a 
city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not  
be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”  
 5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. 6 The 
LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then 
nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their 
language so they will not understand each other.” 
  8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the 
city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the 
whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.  
 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

The children are invited to come forward for a message 
directed especially toward them. 
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THE SECOND LESSON:                                               ACTS 2:1-21 
  
 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them.  
 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 
them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9Parthians, 
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both 
Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God 
in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 
 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”  
 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 
15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what 
was spoken by the prophet Joel:  
 17 “ ‘In the last days, God says,  
 I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  
 Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  
 your young men will see visions,  
 your old men will dream dreams.  
 18 Even on my servants, both men and women,  
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
  and they will prophesy.  
 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above  
 and signs on the earth below, 
  blood and fire and billows of smoke.  
 20 The sun will be turned to darkness  
 and the moon to blood  
 before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  
 21 And everyone who calls  
 on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  
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THE PSALM OF THE DAY:  PSALM 138 - The Fragrance of Christ                             by David Haas 
 (Sung by the choir) 
 
(Refrain)  Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in you sight,  
   may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ. 
 

I will thank you, Lord, with all of my heart, you have heard the words of my mouth. 
In the presence of the Lord I will bless you, I will adore before your holy temple. (refrain) 
 

I will thank you, Lord, for your faithfulness and love, beyond all my hopes and dreams. 
On the day that I called you answered; you gave life to the strength of my soul. (refrain) 
 

All who live on earth shall give you thanks when they hear the words of your voice. 
And all shall sing of your ways: “How great is the glory of God!” (refrain) 
 
       
THE VERSE OF THE DAY: 
                      
L:  Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in them the 
fire of your love. Alleluia. 
 
THE GOSPEL LESSON:             John 14:23-27 
 
 23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me will not obey 
my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  
 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  
 
L:  This is the Gospel of the LORD.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: #176  Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 

 
THE SERMON:                                                                 John 14:23-27 
 
 

God Will Make His Home in You! 
I. When You Guard His Word 

II. When You are Filled with the Spirit’s Peace 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering, please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed 
down your aisle.  After everyone in your row has filled it in, you can place it on the ground below the chair at the 
end of the row. 

CONFIRMATION OF NEW MEMBERS: 

In the 8am service we’ll welcome Lisa Trantham, and Ray & Gina Debarros into membership as they make their promises. 

 
THE INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 
THE RITE OF YOUTH CONFIRMATION: 

In the 10:30 service, the youth confirmands come to the front of the sanctuary to make their vows. 
This rite includes the prayer of the church and Lord’s Prayer. In the 8am service, we go right to the Prayer of 
the Church and Lord’s Prayer 
 
THE  PRAYER OF THE  CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited 
to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WELCOME AND BLESSING OF THE CONFIRMANDS 

 

Tyler Alexander David Blake was born of David and Wendy Blake on January 5th, 2003. He 
was baptized at St. Joan of Arc Church in the Bronx, NY. Tyler chose Psalm 30:1 as his 
confirmation verse: “I will exalt you, O LORD, for you lifted me out of the depths and did 
not let my enemies gloat over me.” 
 
Logan Isaac Campagnone was born of Aaron and Karyn Campagnone on September 25th, 
2002. He was reborn of water and the word at Holy Cross Lutheran Church. He chose Isaiah 
40:31 to mark his promises this morning: “But those who hope in the LORD will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint.” 
 
Ethan Jeremy Guillot was born to Jean and Elcie Guillot on July 20, 2004 and was made a child 
of God through Baptism on October 14th, 2012 at Abiding Grace Lutheran Church in Covington, 
GA. Ethan chose Ephesians 4:32 – “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ, God forgave you.” 
 
Trevor Michael Kozikowski, son of Chris and Desiree Kozikowski, was born March 31st, 2003 
and reborn in God’s name in Baptism at Abiding Grace Lutheran Church in Covington, GA on 
April 21st, 2013.  He selected I John 4:19 for his confirmation verse: “We love because he first 
loved us.” 
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THE SACRAMENT 

  Because of the warnings God’s Word associates with the Lord’s Supper and the confession which 
participation in this sacrament makes, Abiding Grace practices member communion. If you haven’t spoken yet 
with Pastor Scharf about participating in the Sacrament, please schedule a time to do so before coming to the 
Lord’s Supper. 

 

L:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing.  By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered his Church to be 
witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth. Now have come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and 
to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

THE SANCTUS:  “Holy, Holy, Holy”   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI:  “Lamb of God” 
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THE DISTRIBUTION:  Please follow the direction of the ushers during the distribution. As the 
distribution takes place, during the 10:30am service, the congregation will sing Hymn #312 – 
Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared. Following the distribution, we join to sing our song of 
departure, the Nunc Dimittis. 

 
THE SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)  

 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING   
 

L:    Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.    
C:   Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: #367   Christ Be My Leader    
  (In the 10:30 service, the Sunday School will sing verse 1, congregation verses 2 & 3)      
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Welcome!   
     It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around 
after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.  There is cake for everyone in 
the room adjoining this one that together we may celebrate this special day for these young men. 
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also get 
a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or comments 
about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the 
members after worship.  And come again next week as we join together to worship Jesus, revealed clearly as our 
Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service 
opportunities.  
 

Get Connected at Abiding Grace! 

 NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) – Sundays at 9:15am and Tuesdays at 7pm 

Join us on Tuesdays at 7pm and Sundays at 9:15am for our popular Bible Information Class.  
This “double round” will feature identical classes on Tuesday and Sunday of each week. This 
class is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions 
about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our new member 
class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  Sign up now!!  
Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
  
 

Abiding Grace Lutheran Preschool – 2, 3 & 4 Year olds!! 

Now Registering 2017-2018 School Year: 
As our preschool program grows, God has been blessing us with fantastic teachers and 

a wonderful program. Beginning in August and running with the Newton County School 
Calendar, Abiding Grace provides a wonderful, safe environment for your kids to grow 
spiritually, emotionally and intellectually.  Preschool for 2-year olds will be on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, while the 3 and 4 year old classes will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday (9am-
Noon)!  Register now, since there are limited spaces available.  All sorts of information can be 
found on the table in the Gathering Area and you can talk to any of the teachers or committee 
members to find out more (Paulina Lightsey, Janette Scharf, Deborah Belcher, Jerry 
VanVickle, Donna Burks, Pastor and Vicar) here or call the church to schedule a tour with 
Paulina, for more information.  
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Help Advertise for our Summer Kids’ Events! 
We have two exciting events coming up this summer: VBS on June 19-23 and Soccer Camp on 
July 10-14. Both will be great opportunities to share God’s love with people in our community. 
Take some cards off of the information table and give them to friends, coworkers, or family 
members with kids. Get pumped up to share your Savior with others! 
 
Summer Ministry Assistants: 
Please make a point to introduce yourself to Jacob Ungemach and Will DeMarce. They are with 
us for 10 weeks to help us in our outreach ministry. Please consider teaming up with them to 
make visits. No experience necessary. They can do all the talking if you’d like. Speak with them or 
Pastor Scharf to reserve your day for making visits with them. And join us every Wednesday at 
5:30pm for canvassing as well.  
 
New Council Members 
This morning our new Council members, who will take office on July 1, made their promises of 
faithfulness in the offices to which they were elected.  Please keep them in your prayers as they 
lead us all in their example of worship and bible study attendance, in their work for our 
congregation, and in their lives of love motivated by Christ: 
 Treasurer: Brian Patrick   Volunteer Coordinator: Mitch Dietzel 
 Director of Outreach: Joseph Lightsey  Director of Trustees: Kris Heine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by Northwestern 
Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  
#A714318 and Christian Copyright Licensing # 11469598 
  The Fragrance of Christ by David Haas  1989 by G.I.A. Publication, Inc. 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 
Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class 
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 5pm  Canvassing 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle & High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sat. June 10th, 8am  Men’s Bible Study 
Sun. June 11th , 6pm  Ladies Bible Study 
June 19-23   Vacation Bible School* 
June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp 2017* 
Sun. July 16   Soccer Camp Closing Service (8& 10:30) & Cookout (noon) 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
Sun. July 30th, 8 & 10:30 Christian Education Sunday 
Sun. Aug. 6th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Farewell 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am New Vicar Welcome 
 
*Register now for Vacation Bible School and Soccer Camp on the information table, or online at 
vbs.abidinggrace.com or soccer.abidinggrace.com.  You can sign up to help on the information 
table as well! 
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CONFIRMATION 

      Time for a family gathering?  A milestone in the lives of our children?  A special church 
service?  Confirmation can be all those things, but it is more, much more.  Confirmation is a 
church rite in which a congregation gives its catechumens who have been instructed in Christian 
doctrine according to the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions an opportunity to confess their 
faith before the church.  The congregation also prays for the children with the laying on of the 
hands, and invites them as such who have sufficient spiritual maturity to participate in the Lord’s 
Supper. 

      In a busy life we can often take such special occasions for granted.  However, each symbol of 
the Confirmation Service has a meaning too special to allow us to take this day for granted. 

Procession:  This is no ordinary walk into an ordinary building.  It is an entrance into God’s 
house.  There the confirmands present themselves before God and swear allegiance to Him and 
Christ alone, willing to suffer all, even death, rather than to forsake Christ and his Gospel. 

Flowers:  In Song of Songs 2:1, Christ calls himself “The Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the 
Valleys.”  The flowers are to represent Christ.  The fact that they lie close to the heart is indicative 
that Christ dwells invisibly, yet actually, in their hearts by faith. 

Robe:  The white robe is a symbol of the Christian’s holiness and sinlessness in the sight of God 
because of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.  Each believes “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, purifies them from all sin.”  Each can look at their robe and pray confidently: “Jesus, your 
blood and righteousness, my beauty are, my glorious dress....” 

Bended Knee:  When the confirmand kneels in the presence of God, each is saying before all the 
world that God is above them and they are beneath God.  Each is confessing that “Jesus Christ is 
Lord” of my life. 

Blessing:  The pastor lays his hand upon the head of each confirmand and speaks a blessing 
from God.  Then their individual memory verse is spoken.  The memory verse is intended to be a 
guide and encouragement throughout the life of each confirmand. 

Handshake:  Loyalty to Christ, both in what a person believes and how he/she lives, must be a 
constant loyalty – even to death.  The confirmand gives his/her right hand as a pledge to 
renounce the devil and all his ways and to live as a disciple of Christ. 
 

Recession:  Again, this is no ordinary walk out of an ordinary building.  The recession is 
symbolic of the confirmand’s walk into the world and the life of the congregation.  Each is now a 
communicant member of the church and ready to fight the good fight of faith, serving Christ 
with their adult life.  Each is walking toward their heavenly home.  
 


