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  Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

     Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 

     Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 

     Pastor Jonathan Scharf  
       Cell Phone:                          404-218-7568 

        Email:               pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

 Pastor Benjamin Steenbock   

       Cell Phone:                     770-707-2144   

                     Email:          pastorben@abidinggrace.com                                                                                               
Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

        Cell Phone:                        414-828-9991 

                                                                                                          Email:               vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 

 
 
 

 elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this special morning.  In our service 
we gather to praise our God for the gift of His Son and to be strengthened through 
the study of God’s holy and powerful Word and the reception of the Lord’s 
Supper.  Questions for preparation for Communion can be found on page 156 in 
the front of the hymnal.  It is our prayer that this time together may be a blessing 
for you.  Here are some things that might be helpful for you as we worship: 
  

 

THE BULLETIN AND HYMNAL: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed here.  
You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in the hymnal 
as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  The “Christmas” Section of hymns 
(33-68) may be especially meaningful for you today. 
 

BABIES AND OTHER YOUNG ONES:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them.”  It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family.  And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises”.  If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, feel free to use our staffed 
nursery located across from the restrooms down the hallway behind the sanctuary.  You are 
welcome to drop off your child with the volunteers or stay back there and watch the service 
on the close-circuit television set up there. 
 

THE USHERS:  If you have any questions, please ask the men standing in the back. They will 
be happy to assist you and answer any questions about the service you may have. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY  - BY GRACE ALONE                                    DECEMBER 25TH, 2017 

                  Newton County 

mailto:vicar@abidinggrace.com
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WELCOME BY THE PASTOR 

 
INVOCATION 

P(astor): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN: #34                        Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.”  All of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism.  From 
our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith 
in God and are condemned to eternal death.  But Jesus took away our sin by giving 
his life on the cross. At our baptism he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness 
and gives us a new life.  We recall what our baptism did for us with these words: 

C: Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil, and 
gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of 
God declare. 

P:   Our sinful nature need not control us any longer.  We recall how baptism affects 
our daily lives as we speak these words: 

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily 
sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  
It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in 
righteousness and purity forever. 

 

P: As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both 
now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

We witness the miracle of Baptism for Caleb and Tori Ekanem. Please keep them and their family 
in your prayers that they may grow in their baptismal grace every day of their lives. 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness and the joy of our Baptisms, let us praise the Lord! 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS: Melodic Gloria by James Chepponis        Luke 2:14 
        

Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  The 
Gloria in Excelsis, which echoes the praises of the angels that first Christmas, has been in use as a song of 

worship among Christians since the 4th century. After the cantor introduces the refrain once, please sing along 
with the Refrain each time it occurs.  After the last verse it will be sung twice. 

 
 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father.  Refrain 
 

We worship you, we give you thanks,  

We praise you for your glory.  Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

Receive our prayer.  Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit in the Glory of God the Father.  Refrain (twice) 
 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
L:  Let us pray.   

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our old bondage 
under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
FIRST LESSON:                                                    JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
 31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with 
the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they 
broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 
 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares 
the LORD.“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, 
 and they will be my people. 34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 
‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 
more.” 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 The children are invited to come forward for a message 
 directed especially toward them. 
 
CHOIR:    PSALM 98            All The Ends of the Earth     by David Haas & Marty Haugen 

The Congregation is invited to join in on the refrain. 
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds;  
his right hand has won the vict’ry for him, his holy arm. Refrain. 

  

The Lord has made his salvation known, his justice revealed to all.  
Remembered his kindness and faithfulness to Israel. Refrain. 
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All of the ends of earth have seen salvation by our God.  
Joyfully sing out all you lands, break forth in song. Refrain. 

  

Sing to the Lord with harp and song, with trumpet and with horn. 
Sing in your joy before the king, the king our Lord. Refrain. 

 
 
SECOND LESSON:                              EPHESIANS 2:1-9 
 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great 
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the 
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE CHOIR ANTHEM:  MINUET NOEL        by Jean Anne Schafferman 

  
The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  
  

Then did the angel say, “Born to you on this day in Bethlehem a Child, tender meek and mild, Lord of 
all.”  

So with great joy they ran quickly to Bethlehem, led by the star so bright, shining through the night,  
Noel! Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel! 

  

And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far; 
To see the star was their intent, and to follow the star where'er it went!  

Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel! 
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GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                 JOHN 1:1-18  
 

 

  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made.4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the 
light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.10 He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He 
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. 
 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16 Out of his 
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but 
the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has 
made him known. 
 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: #384                                 By Grace I’m Saved 
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THE SERMON:              John 1:1-18  

By Grace Alone 
 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 
THE OFFERING: 

 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 
During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your aisle.  
After everyone has signed it, it may be placed on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 
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THE MAGNIFICAT       Arr. James Chepponis                                  

 (Cantors introduce the refrain once; congregation joins in the second time and for 

each subsequent refrain.) 
Refrain: 

 
 

Verses: 

For he has favored his lowly one, and all shall call me blessed.  
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  Refrain. 

He favors those who fear his name, in ev’ry generation.  He has shown the might  
and strength of his arm, and scattered the proud of heart.  Refrain. 
  

He has cast the mighty from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.  
He has filled the hungry with all good gifts, and sent the rich away.  Refrain. 

He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy.   
He promised his mercy to Abraham and his children for evermore.  Refrain.  

 
CONFIRMATION OF NEW MEMBERS  
 

Today, Amanda & Joseph Ekanem make their promise of faithfulness to God and His Church.  
Please keep them and their families in your prayers as we welcome them into our congregation.  
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 

 

L: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 
Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of 
time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and 
praise. 

C:  Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 
 

L: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 
salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 
cloth and lying in a manger. 

C:  Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to 
be our Savior.  

 

L: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not 
know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As shepherds 
spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may 
we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of 
what we have seen and heard concerning this child. 

C:  Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 
people. 

 

L: Hear us Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

  Silence for  private prayers. 
 

L: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, 
today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C:  Glory to God in the Highest! Amen. 
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf to discuss this practice and God’s 
Word and the love that motivates it. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born 
of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the 
full rights of sons.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom 
of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
AGNUS DEI 
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THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the direction of the ushers.  The congregation will sing Hymn #47, 

Behold, a Branch is Growing, as the distribution of the Lord’s Supper takes place. Following the 
distribution, we join to sing our song of departure. 

 

 
THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING: 
L:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness.  
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and (†) give you peace.   
 

C:   Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN: #61      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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Welcome!  It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 

stick around for a few minutes after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in 
Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved, or if you have any questions about our worship here today – please speak to Pastors Scharf or 
Steenbock, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.   You can also get a hold of Pastors or 
Vicar using the contact information found on page 2. God bless you as you celebrate the birth of our Savior! 
 

Opportunities in the Word for the Whole Family 
 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC)   

Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions and strengthen your 

relationship with God. We’ll cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer 

your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there. BIC serves as 

our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership 

or not. Childcare is available. All materials will be provided.  Come grow with us! You can 

either jump in to the current class which is a little over half-way through or sign up for the 

new class starting in January! 

 

 Current Class - Tuesdays at 7pm (on Lesson 10) 

 Upcoming Class – Beginning in January Sign up now and you can have input 

on day of week and time of class. I’ll check with everyone on the list to try to get a 

time that works for all! 

 

Wednesdays in the Word 

 Beginning again in January, join us each Wednesday for a great opportunity for 

the whole family to grow in God’s Word! With Bible studies and activities for every 

age group, it’s a wonderful mid-week pick-me-up!  

Adult Bible Study – 7pm 

Youth Group (Middle & High Schoolers) – 7pm 

Kids Club (1-10 year olds) – 7pm 

 

Homework: Read Your Bible in a Year! 

Time in God’s Word fills us with the peace of his promises. There are a lot of 

great ways to take time in God’s Word every day. Please do it! You won’t regret it.  If 

you are interested in trying to read through the Bible in its entirety in 2018, check out 

the table in the gathering area with schedules that can help you.  These will be attached 

to the member email this Wednesday as well if you prefer a digital copy. If you don’t 

get those emails, sign up at the links below  
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Upcoming Youth Activities – SIGN UP NOW! 
 

Teen Ski Weekend! 

Last chance to sign up!  ($125 or $165 depending on if you tube or ski)  How about an 

awesome weekend of skiing and fellowship with other teens from all over the 

Southeast! February 2
nd

-4
th

 is this year’s WELS Teen Ski Weekend. It will be in the 

mountains of Gatlinburg, TN. Activities begin Friday night and go through Sunday 

afternoon. Check out the signup sheet in back for all the details, sign up there, and then 

register online today! 
 

WELS International Youth Rally – June 26
th

-29
th 

Sign up now since registration fills up fast and we will want to get a jump start on the 

fundraising for this amazing trip. Last time, there were around 2000 youths coming 

together to grow in God’s grace in Colorado.  This year, we’ll travel to the campus of 

Bowling Green University for this week of worship and workshops and activities and 

friendship and fellowship and a whole lot of fun.  The cost is $345/participant if we 

register early enough. 
 

Camp S.O.U.T.H. – July 23
rd

-27
th

 

This AMAZING event is right in our backyard at the FFA camp in Covington. Sign up 

now so we can make plans to have a great group involved.  More information coming, 

but last year was $275 per participant for the whole week. 
 

Announcements 
 

Commitment Sunday / New Member Welcome – Jan. 14
th

 

Join us on Jan. 14
th

 to welcome all our new members from the previous year.  (New 

Members – make sure you mark your calendars to be here!!!) We’ll have a great meal 

after the 10:30 service with a program welcoming new members and letting everyone 

know about a bunch of the opportunities to get involved here at Abiding Grace.  This 

Sunday is also our “Commitment Sunday”. We’ll be encouraging all those who have 

been thinking about getting involved in a church to come and make a change in 2018!  

And each of us will have the opportunity to consider what time and talents we want to 

commit to God’s work here in 2018. 
 

Chair Committee – Help us get New Chairs for the Sanctuary!!!
 

On January 14
th
, after the New Member Welcome, a new committee will meet for the first 

time.  In our Plan of Ministry, we agreed to put together a plan for purchasing new matching, 

comfortable chairs for our Newton County Sanctuary. We’d like interested people who are 

willing to help do some research and put together a proposal for our next Voters Meeting come 

together and make a plan!  Let Pastor Scharf or Brian Patrick know if you are willing to serve 

in this way! 
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COMING EVENTS AT ABIDING GRACE 

 
Ongoing activities:  
 

Sundays at 8am  Worship Service (except 12/31 – Unity Sunday) 
Sundays at 9:15am   Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am   Worship Service 
Sundays at 12 noon    Middle School Confirmation Class  
Mon., Wed. Fri. 9-12am Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7pm  Bible Information Class 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Teen Bible Study (13-18) & Kids Club (0-10) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study (Beginning again in January) 
Fridays at 9am   Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
Starting in January  New Bible Information Class (see the pink sheets in  
           back) 
 
Special Events and changes in dates:  
  

Sun. Dec. 31th, 10:30am Service of Lessons and Carols (Unity Sunday – 1 Service) 
Wed. Dec. 27th   (no adult/teen/kid Bible Study) 
Sun. Jan. 14th 8 & 10:30am Commitment Sunday/New Member Welcome Banquet  
Sat. Mar. 24th   Easter 4 Kids 
June 25-29   Vacation Bible School 
July 9-13   Soccer Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 
Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House.   Items are reprinted under 
OneLicense.net  #A714318 

All The Ends of the Earth—Psalm 98 by David Haas & Marty Haugen, GIA ©1983 
Minuet Noel, by Jean Anne Shafferman, ©2000  Alfred Publishing 

 


