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Welcome to this Ash Wednesday service.  Ash Wednesday gets 

its name from the ancient tradition in the Church of placing ashes on the 
heads of the worshipers as a symbol of repentance.  This day marks the 
beginning of Lent, the Christian’s 40-day journey with our Lord to the 
cross and tomb, a season designed to prepare our hearts for the 
celebration of Easter’s victory by reminding us how desperately we need 
it.  So this season, and especially this day, we take the time to consider 
our failures that separate us from God.   

At the same time we consider Jesus’ perfection in our place and 
his suffering to pay the penalty we owed – all to reconcile us with our 
Father in Heaven. Jesus has removed all those sins we will repent of 
tonight, and then he gives us his body and blood in the Sacrament for 
the forgiveness of our many sins, making us wholly new.  In preparation 
for this journey, please take a moment to read the questions for 
preparation on page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   

Please note that during the confession section of the service, 
everyone will have an opportunity to have ashes placed on their 
foreheads in recognition of this day. At that point in time, please usher 
yourself forward to a spot in front of the chancel.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY  14TH, 2018 

Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

 Newton County Office:         770-385-7691  
 

 Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
 Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
 Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

 Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry)   

 Cell Phone:                        770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com 
           

 Vicar Steven Saatkamp 

 Cell Phone:                           414-828-9991 
 Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 
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TODAY’S THEME: 
 

REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE DUST, 
AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
mailto:pastorben@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
CHOIR:                                                                                                When I Survey  
 

When I survey the wondrous cross, On which the Prince of glory died. 
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, Save in the death of Christ my God 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 

L(iturgist): Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know 
joy in communion with him, to love all humanity, and to live in 
harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our 
neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator 
intended for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire 
us to come under his judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, 
God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place 
under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God 
made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us, so that in him, we might 
become the righteousness of God. 
 During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of 
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As disciples 
of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that 
leads us away from love of God and neighbor.  
 I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for 
forgiveness, and commit yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. 
Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of reflection and self-
examination. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

HYMN: #302                                                      Lord, to You I Make Confession 



 4 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

L:  Most holy and merciful Father, 
C(ongregation): We confess to you and to one another that we 

have sinned by our own fault, by our own grievous fault, in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone. 

L: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C:  Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

L:  We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

L:   We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  
       The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 
C:   We confess to you, O Lord. 
 

L:  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of others 
C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 
 

L:  Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those 
 more fortunate than ourselves 

C:   We confess to you, O Lord. 
 

L:  Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in 
 daily life and work 

C:   We confess to you, O Lord. 
  

L:  Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the 
 faith that is in us 

C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 
 

L:  Forgive us for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to 
 human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and 
 cruelty, 

C:   Forgive us, O Lord. 
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L:  For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, 
 and for our prejudice and contempt for those who differ from us, 

C:   Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

L:  For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 
C:   Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

L:  Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.  
C:   Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

 
 

 The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful gives 
Ash Wednesday its name.  The church father Tertullian (AD 160-215) writes of the practice 
as a public expression of repentance and of our human frailty that stands in need of Christ.  
The ashes remind us forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they recall words from the rite 
for Christian burial:  “…earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust…,” words that will 
someday be spoken over us all.  Today, we will follow this tradition and encourage everyone 
who would like to receive the ashes to make their way to the front of the chancel. 
 

 L: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

  After all who desire have received ashes, the minister says: 

L: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 
C: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

L: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 
C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

L: The Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire 
the death of sinners but rather that they turn from wickedness and 
live. Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  During these days of Lent, 
let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we 
continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
  

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON:              Joel  2:12-19 

 12 “Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your 
heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 13 Rend your heart and 
not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 
sending calamity. 14 Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave 
behind a blessing—grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your 
God. 
 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred 
assembly. 16 Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together 
the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast. Let the 
bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. 17 Let the priests, 
who minister before the LORD, weep between the portico and the altar. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. Do not make your inheritance 
an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should they say 
among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 
 18 Then the LORD was jealous for his land and took pity on his 
people. 19 The LORD replied to them: “I am sending you grain, new 
wine and olive oil, enough to satisfy you fully; never again will I make 
you an object of scorn to the nations. 

 
 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 51  

(Sung by the choir and Congregation.  The choir will introduce the refrain.  
Please join in each time it is sung.) 

 

 
 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion, blot out my offense. 
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O wash me more and more from my guilt 
And cleanse me, O Lord, from my sin. 
 (Refrain) 

 

My offenses – truly I know them; 
My sin is always before me. 

Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
What is evil in your sight I have done 
 (Refrain) 

 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 
Put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, O Lord, 
Nor deprive me of your Holy Spirit. 

 (Refrain) 
 

Give me again the joy of your help, Lord; 
With a spirit of fervor sustain me. 

O Lord, open my lips 
And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 (Refrain) 

THE SECOND LESSON:                Revelation 3:1-3 

 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 
These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but 
you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for 
I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, 
therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But 
if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at 
what time I will come to you. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung by choir)  

As the refrain is repeated, please rise for the Gospel Lesson. 
  

Praise and honor to you, O Lord, O Lord.  
Praise and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts. – Hebrews 3:15 
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THE GOSPEL LESSON:              Luke 12:13-21  
 
 13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me.” 
 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter 
between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.” 
 16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich 
man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I 
do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 
 18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns 
and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll 
say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life 
easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 
 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will 
be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’ 
 21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 
themselves but is not rich toward God.” 
 
 L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: #304 v. 1-4                     Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

 
SERMON                                  JOEL 2:12-19 
 

 

Even Now… Return 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: #304 v. 5-6                    Jesus Sinners Does Receive 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING: 
 The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to 
do the Lord’s work in this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel 
obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. During the offering or 
during distribution of the Lord’s Supper, please take a moment to fill in the friendship 
register that is being handed down your aisle. You can place it on the ground below the 
chair at the end of the row. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” 

the congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.   Amen.  
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THE SACRAMENT 
Because of the warnings God’s Word gives about this powerful meal, and because of the unity it 

confesses, Abiding Grace practices member communion. Please contact Pastor Scharf to discuss this 
practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In 
love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  He made his Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the whole world.  Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks 
and honor and glory forever and ever.  
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

 

Preface 

The opening 
words of the 
Communion 
liturgy mark the 
beginning of the 
Sacrament 
section of the 
service and lift 
the worshipers’ 
hearts in praise. 
The opening 
sentences are 
among the 
oldest in the 
Christian 
liturgy. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying:  "Take and eat. This is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink from it all of you, this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."  
 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the direction of the ushers.  During the 
distribution the congregation will sing Hymn #738, In Hopelessness and 
Near Despair (p. 15).  Following the distribution, we join to sing the Song of 
Departure (the Song of Simeon).  

 

 
 
 
 
SONG OF SIMEON (NUNC DIMITTIS) 
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THE PRAYER  

L:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have 
seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all 
who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING   
 

L:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (†) give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: # 588 v. 1-3. 7                                       Abide with Me 
 

Welcome!   

     It is wonderful to have all of you here with us this evening to worship our 
amazing God.  Please stick around after worship to meet and get to know better 
your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through his Word today and moved you to want to 
find out more or to get involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar 
Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship. If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please 
speak to Pastor Scharf or any of the members after worship.  And come again this 
Sunday as we join together to worship Jesus in the shadow of the cross.  See the 
announcements and calendar following and the information table for other Bible 
study, fellowship, and service opportunities. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship 
Supplement ©2008 by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by 
Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318 and Christian 
Copyright Licensing # 11469598 
Psalm and Gospel Acclamation for Lent by Stephen Pishner Copyright 1998 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

When I Survey by Isaac Watts & Lowell Mason Copyright 2005 by Hal Leonard Co. 
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Announcements 
Places of the Passion – Lenten Midweek Meditations: 
 On Wednesdays during the season of Lent (February 21st-March 21st), 
we will have opportunities to refocus ourselves mid-week on Jesus’ 
passion history.  But instead of looking at him only, we’ll look at the 
places where the passion took place. As we study the context of what 
took place, we’ll gain a better understand of where Jesus won our 
forgiveness. Join us at 6:15pm each Wednesday in Lent for a Soup 
Supper. Then, at 7:00pm, for a Lenten devotion. 
 
 

Easter for Kids – Saturday, March 24th, 2017  10am – 2pm: 
Come, join us for Easter for Kids 2018 and your children will have a 
great time being reminded of the real meaning of Easter through games 
and crafts, songs, the Bible Story, and all sorts of fun. Hear how Jesus 
died and rose again. Please speak to any of our members to find out 
more about this special event. Give us a call at 770-385-7691 if you have 
any questions or to register your child, or go online to 
e4k.abidinggrace.com. 
 

Easter Sunday – April 1st 

Mark your calendars for April 1st to celebrate the day Jesus made the 

devil out to be a “fool”. The devil thought he had won, but Jesus rose! 

We’ll celebrate with a 7am Sunrise Service, a 10:30 Festival Service, with 

an Easter Egg Hunt and brunch immediately following.  Come join us 

and invite your friends and family to hear what truly makes a difference 

in life – here and forever! 

 
South Atlantic District Youth Camps: Our South Atlantic District is 
excited to offer two youth camps this summer: Camp SOUTH (here in 
Covington, July 23th-27th) for youth entering 4th through 9th grade; and 
The International Youth Rally (at Bowling Green State University, June 
26th-29th) for teens entering 9th through finishing 12th grade. These camps 
are a great opportunity for youth to grow in their faith and meet 
Christian friends from across the country. Contact Pastor or Vicar to get 
more info and sign up on the table in the back.  
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Coming Events 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 

Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12 noon  Confirmation Class 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. Wed. Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools 

 are in session)  
Wednesdays at 11am  New Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Lenten Midweek Meditations  
Thursdays at 7pm  Bible Information Class  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for   

  developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 

Feb. 21-March 21 7pm Lenten Midweek Meditations  
    (Soup supper at 6:15pm) 
Sun. Feb. 18th, 6pm  Ladies’ Bible Study 
Sat. March 24th, 10am-2pm Easter4Kids e4k.abidinggrace.com 
Thur. March 29th, 7:30pm Holy Thursday Service 
Fri. March. 30th, 7:30pm Good Friday Service 
Sun. April, 1st, 7am   Easter Sunrise Service (outdoors,  
     weather permitting) 
Sun. April 1st, 10:30am  Easter Worship (followed by  Easter  
     Egg Hunt & Easter Meal) 
June 25-29   Vacation Bible School 
June 26-29   International Youth Rally   
    (Bowling Green State University) 
July 9-13   Soccer Camp 
July 23-27   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in  
     Covington) 
 


