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         Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
            

         Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

          Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 

 Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com

  

                                                                                           Vicar Micah Plocher 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        989-882-3687 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word.  Today we celebrate the 
Ascension of Jesus to his position of authority over all creation. As we see him rise above the 
clouds, we also remember that one day he will come back to give us eternal life in heaven with 
him. Also in our service today, we’ll have the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper.  
Questions for preparation are available on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal.  Here are 
some things that may help you as we worship: 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in this 
bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other information in 
the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  Specifically, today, the 
“Ascension” section might be helpful, hymns 169-175.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church with 
the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful noises.” If, 
however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room down the 
hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. Volunteers 
will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for worship. 

 
 
 

ASCENSION                                                                            MAY 21ST, 2017 

             Newton County 

file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
file:///E:/AA%20DOcuments/Worship/Aaron%20West/Desktop/vicar@abidinggrace.com
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN: #173      On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:   God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

L: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
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L: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at 
God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray,, but grant us the 
spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in 
all the world; for you live and reign with Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

C:       Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON                            Acts 1:1-11 
 
 1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave 
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
  6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
  7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight.  
 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially toward them. 
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THE PSALM OF THE DAY: #47  (read responsively) 
 
L:  Clap your hands, all you nations; 
C:  Shout to God with cries of joy. 
L:  How awesome is the LORD Most High, 
C:  The great King over all the earth! 
L:  God reigns over the nations; 
C:  God is seated on his holy throne. 
L:  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
C:  The LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
L:  Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
C:  Sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
L:  For God is the King of all the earth; 
C:  Sing to him a psalm of praise. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
           And to the Holy Spirit, 
        As it was in the beginning, 
           Is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

 
THE SECOND LESSON     Revelations 19:11-16  
  

 11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is 
called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, 
and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he 
himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The 
armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white 
and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. 
“He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: 
 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 
 
THE VERSE OF THE DAY :     Matthew 28:20 

L:  Alleluia! Surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age. Alleluia. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY                     Luke 24:44-53 
 
 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must 
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
  45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what 
my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.”  
 50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 
52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God.  
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #341  Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

THE SERMON:            Revelation 19:11-16 

 

After Ascension: A Portrait of Jesus 
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THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING: 

The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 

 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

Abiding Grace practices member communion.  Please contact Pastor Scharf before coming forward to discuss 
this practice and God’s Word and the love that motivates it. 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

L:    Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit 
of the Church. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 
our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

L:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  (AGNUS DEI) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION:   Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the distribution, in the 10:30 
service, we will sing Hymn 312, Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared.  Following the 
distribution, the congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   

 
THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon) 

 

 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #171   A Hymn of Gory Let Us Sing 
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Welcome!    It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please 
stick around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Plocher, or any of the members after worship.  You can also 
get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

Announcements 

 
NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) 

Starting this week, we’ll start a new run of our popular Bible Information Class.  Duplicate 
classes will be held on Sundays at 9:15 and Tuesdays at  
7 pm.  This class is designed to cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and answer 
your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there.  BIC serves as our 
new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership or not.  
Childcare and all materials will be provided. 
 
Graduate Recognition Sunday – May 28th, Both Services 
Come join us to recognize all the special young men and women who are celebrating 
graduations this year. Since we are blessed to have people graduating from so many different 
schools at so many different times, we come together to recognize them all at once at this 
special service.  We’ll have a special prayer for them and have them come up to be recognized 
as we continue to pray for God to bless them in all their endeavors.  If you’d like your 
graduate recognized in the bulletin please fill out a form on the information table and give it 
to Pastor or Vicar.  Then join us on May 28th. ALL are welcome, whether members or guests 
or friends or relatives.   
 

Hosting Volunteers: This summer there will be volunteers coming for VBS and Soccer 
Camp, and 2 young men as SMA (Summer Ministry Assistant) students as well.  If you’d be 
willing to open your house for a week for some high school (VBS) or college (Soccer Camp) 
volunteers, that would be greatly appreciated.  Please sign up on the information table and/or 
talk to Pastor Scharf. 
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Born to Run 5K – Saturday, June 3rd: 
Abiding Grace will have a tent and table at the Born to Run 5K on Saturday, June 3rd. If you 
would like to volunteer to man the tent, meet around 7am on June 3rd at 1139 Usher St. in 
Covington. If you can’t volunteer your time, please consider donating some bottled water, 
fruit, or granola bars to hand out to the runners. Thanks for your efforts to reach out to our 
community! 
 

 
Voters’ Meeting TODAY: A voters’ meeting will be held today at noon. We have four 
positions up for election with the following people nominated: 
 

• Director of Trustees - Kris Heine 
• Treasurer - Jason Pertoso; Brian Patrick 
• Volunteer Coordinator - Mitch Dietzel 
• Outreach - Mitch Dietzel; Joseph Lightsey 

 
Ladies’ Bible Study for April TONIGHT - Ladies, please join us for Ladies’ Bible Study 
tonight, May 21st  at 6:00pm. We will be discussing Chapter 5 from our book Traveling 
Light by Max Lucado. You can jump into this study at any point, so please join us even if you 
haven't been able to make it to our other meetings. We hope to see you there! 
 
Vacation Bible School – Volunteer! – As you can tell from the flyers and posters popping 
up around church, VBS is coming up fast! This year, from June 19-23, Abiding Grace will 
become a “Mighty Fortress” where children come to hear about their Mighty Savior and the 
victory he won for them. That’s where you come in: we need all sorts of people to make this 
week an amazing experience and opportunity for the kids to learn about Jesus. If you’re able 
to help out for all or some of VBS week, let Vicar Plocher know and he’ll get you plugged in. 
If you’re not able to be there that week, consider signing up to donate snack food or art 
supplies. Either way, make sure you include VBS in your prayers, that through it we can bring 
the confidence of Jesus’ victory to lots of children and their families! Thanks for all your 
support! 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 9:15am  Bible Information Class 
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon. - Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Tuesdays at 7pm Bible Information Class  
Wednesdays at 6:45pm  Confirmation Class (Middle School students) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study  
Thursdays at 7pm  Bible Information Class  
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. May 21st, noon  Voters Meeting 
Sun. May 21st, 6pm  Ladies’ Bible Study 
Sun. May 28th, 8 & 10:30am Graduate Recognition Sunday 
June 19-23   Vacation Bible School 
June 27-30   Amazing Race Teen Challenge (Orlando) 
July 10-14   Soccer Camp 2017 
July 24-28   Camp S.O.U.T.H. (4th-8th Graders in Covington) 
Sun. Aug. 6th, 8 & 10:30am Vicar Farewell 
Sun. Aug. 13th, 8 & 10:30am New Vicar Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Divine Service I. Words & Music: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714318. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #11469598. 
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Music! 

Games! Crafts! 

 Bible 

Stories! 

Friends! 
Free! 

Abiding Grace Lutheran Church 

Vacation Bible School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 19th-23rd 
9am – Noon 

Register online at vbs.abidinggrace.com 
Or call (770)385-7691 


