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          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
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           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
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Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. During this 
busy time of year it is so important to take some time and refocus. Today’s theme reminds 
us to do that and our readings and sermon will give us some help in actually preparing our 
hearts for the LORD, so that all of our preparations and activity help us truly celebrate what 
this season is all about. Our worship will follow the order of service printed in this bulletin. 
Here are some other things that might be helpful for you as we worship: 
 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you. You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in 
this bulletin. You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other 
information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  
Specifically, during this season of Advent, hymns 1-32 will help set the theme.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church 
with the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful 
noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room 
down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. 
Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for 
worship. 

 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men near the door in the back of 
the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                           DECEMBER 10TH
 , 2017 

                  Newton County 
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ADVENT GATHERING RITE 
 

The opening hymns and songs of Christian worship mean to "gather" individual Christians into a worshiping 

assembly. What the traditional service does with hymns and canticles, this Advent gathering rite does with a 

responsive song for people and minister. 

 
The cantor introduces the song. 

Then the people join and continuously sing: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

During the singing of the refrain the cantor sings: 

 Oh give comfort, my people, and…Refrain 

 Oh, prepare the way, and…Refrain 

 Like a shepherd God feeds us, so…Refrain 

 For the day of the Lord will…Refrain 

 Oh make ready his way, and…Refrain 

 He will baptize in Spirit and…Refrain 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive 
us. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
All sing the refrain while cantor sings "Lord, have mercy." 

 

 
 
 
Cantor Sings: 
 Lord, have mercy upon us and come.  (Refrain) 

 Christ, have mercy upon us and come.  (Refrain) 

 Lord, have mercy upon us and come.  (Refrain) 

 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

The Congregation closes the song by singing the refrain. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE WREATH 
     The Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common symbols: light 

and the fir tree. From the early centuries of Christianity it has been the practice 
to represent Christ by a burning candle. The fir tree has a long history of 
religious use. No doubt the Advent Wreath was suggested by the Christmas 
tree. It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago 
among the Lutherans of eastern Germany. A wreath of evergreens, made in 
various sizes, was either suspended from the ceiling or placed on a table. Four candles representing the four 
Sundays of Advent were fastened to the wreath. Eventually the use of the Advent Wreath became 
widespread and moved also from the home into the church. The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath 
lies in the growing light of the wreath, increasing each week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the Light 
of the world. 

 

 L:       We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came to 

defeat the prince of darkness. 
C:       We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah.  John the Baptist 

prepared the way of the Lord. 
L:        We hear his call to repent. 
C:       We light two Advent candle as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal. 
L:        Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C:      Through your Word and spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Let us pray.  

   Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us strength in 
our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:       Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
THE FIRST LESSON:                       Isaiah 40:1-11 
 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that 
she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
 3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every 
mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are like grass, 
and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass withers and the flowers 
fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass 
withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” 
 9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 
good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the 
towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he 
rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close 
to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
          The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially    
          toward them.  

 

CHRISTMAS4KIDS SONG– Mary’s Boy Child 

Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible say,  

Mary’s boy-child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day 
 

Refrain: Hark now hear the angels sing, a king is born today 
And man will live forever more because of Christmas Day 

 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night they saw a bright new shining star 
They heard a choir sing. The music seemed to come from afar.  Refrain 
 

Now Joseph and his wife Mary come to Bethlehem that night 
They found no place to bear her child, not a single room in sight 
 

And then they found a little nook in a stable all forlorn 

And in a manger cold and dark Mary’s little boy was born.  Refrain x 2  
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Psalm of the Day: Psalm 85 (read responsively) 
 

L:  Restore us again, God our Savior, 
C:  and put away your displeasure toward us. 
 
L:  Show us your unfailing love, LORD,  
C:  and grant us your salvation. 
 
L:  I will listen to what God the LORD says;  
C:  he promises peace to his people. 
 
L:  Surely his salvtion is near those who fear him,  
C:  that his glory may dwell in our land.  
 
L:  Love and faithfulness meet together; 
C:  Righteousness and peace kiss each other 
 
L:  Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 
C: and righteousness looks down from heaven.  
 
L:  The LORD will indeed give what is good,   
C:  and our land will yield its harvest.  . 
 
L:  Righteousness goes before him  
C:  and prepares the way for his steps.  
 
All:  Glory be to the father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 
THE SECOND LESSON:                                                         2 Peter 3:8-14 
     
 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be 
laid bare. 
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 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to 
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and 
speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a 
new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 
 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be 

found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
 
THE VERSE OF THE DAY:  
Alleluia. A voice of one calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him. And all people will see God’s salvation.” Alleluia! (Luke 3:4,6) 
                                                  
THE GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                         Mark 1:1-8 
 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is 
written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way”— 3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.’” 
 4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more 
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 
baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 
  
 
 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #16                                                          On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  
 
THE SERMON:                                       Mark 1:1-8 
 

Prepare the way for the LORD 
I. Preparation is necessary. Our hearts put up obstacles. 

II. Preparation is worth it. This is the Son of God. 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work 

in this community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 

which supports our ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register 
that is being handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the 
chair at the end of the row. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

 

L:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: #11                                                                               Comfort, Comfort All My People 
 
Welcome! 
      It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick 
around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through his Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

Announcements 
 

Advent Midweek Meditations:  Soup Supper at 6:15, Devotion at 7pm 
 Join us on Wednesdays Dec. 13th & 20th for our remaining Advent Midweek 
Meditations.  We’ll gather for some soup with our church family and then move into the 
sanctuary at 7 for some time to relax and refresh with God’s Word.  This year our Advent 
devotions will follow the theme:  

Christ came to serve us... 
1) ...as our Prophet (Dec. 6) 
2) ...as our Priest (Dec. 13) 
3) ...as our King (Dec. 20) 

 

An Invitation from our Sister Church: A Choral Christmas  
Our brothers and sisters at Sola Fide in Lawrenceville have invited us to join them  

for a sacred concert to celebrate the Savior’s birth. The concert will take place on Sunday 
December 17th at 6pm with refreshments to follow and childcare provided.  

1307 Webb Gin House Road  
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30045 

 

The Abiding Grace Men’s Basketball Team wants YOU!   The Newton County 

Church Basketball League will soon begin play for the 2017-18 season. All able-bodied 
men over the age of 18 are welcome to join in AG’s quest for the title. The schedule is 
not available yet, but if you sign up on the sheet in the gathering area or talk to Vicar 
Saatkamp (414-828-9991/vicar@abidinggrace.com), he will tell you the details when he 

gets them. There is a “pray to play” and “pay to play” clause  The league asks that only 
those who do come to worship play for Abiding Grace – so bring your friends, but bring 
them to church first!  Cost will be $50 per player, payable to Abiding Grace. 
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Advent Bible Figures – New Sunday Bible Study – 9:15am 

Next week, we’ll start a new series on some of the people of Advent. Come and learn 
from Mary and Joseph and Gabriel and the rest what it means to have hearts prepared 
for the coming King! 
 
BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC)  - Tuesdays at 7pm 

Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics 
of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the 
different teachings out there. BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, 
whether you are considering membership or not. Childcare is available. All materials will be 
provided.  Come grow with us! 
 

Upcoming Youth Activities – SIGN UP NOW! 

 
Teen Ski Weekend! 
Are you still looking for a great present for your kids ($125 or $165 depending on if you 
tube or ski)? How about an awesome weekend of skiing and fellowship with other teens 
from all over the Southeast! February 2nd-4th is this year’s WELS Teen Ski Weekend. It 
will be in the mountains of Gatlinburg, TN. Activities begin Friday night and go through 
Sunday afternoon. Check out the signup sheet in back for all the details, and let us know 
if you are thinking about it. 
 
WELS International Youth Rally – June 26th-29th 

Sign up now since registration fills up fast and we will want to get a jump start on the 
fundraising for this amazing trip. Last time, there were around 2000 youths coming 
together to grow in God’s grace in Colorado.  This year, we’ll travel to the campus of 
Bowling Green University for this week of worship and workshops and activities and 
friendship and fellowship and a whole lot of fun.  The cost is $345 if we register early 
enough. 
 
Camp S.O.U.T.H. – July 23rd-27th 
This AMAZING event is right in our backyard at the FFA camp in Covington. Sign up 
now so we can make plans to have a great group involved.  More information coming, 
but usually under $300 for the whole week. 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 

 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
 

Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class (Lesson 10) 
Tuesdays at 7 pm Bible Information Class (Lesson 6) 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm  Advent Soup Suppers (Wednesdays in December) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Advent Midweek Meditations (Wednesdays in December) 
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
 

Wed. Dec. 6, 13, 20th 6:15pm – Soup Suppers / 7pm Midweek Advent Meditations 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Mon. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st, 10:30am Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Jan. 14th, 8& 10:30  Commitment Sunday / New Member Welcome Banquet 
Feb. 2-4   Youth Ski Trip Weekend – Gatlinburg, TN 
June 26-29th (Sign up NOW) International Youth Rally for High Schoolers 
July 23rd-28th (Sign up NOW) Camp S.O.U.T.H. (for 4th-8th graders)  

 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 
Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These and the following items 
are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318:  
 Advent Gathering Song by James Chepponis Copyright 1995 by GIA Publications 
 


