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        Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691 
           Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 

           Pastor Jonathan Scharf  
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 

 

         Pastor Benjamin Steenbock   

          Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
 Email:            pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

             

                                                                                           Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Home Phone:                        414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com 

 
 
 

Welcome to Worship!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We’re glad you 
are here and pray that God bless our time together in the Word.  Today we begin a new 
church year and enter the season of Advent (the word means “coming”), which prepares our 
hearts for the coming of our Savior as a baby in Bethlehem, but also as our Savior at the end 
of the world. Our worship will follow the order of service printed in this bulletin. 
Here are some other things that might be helpful for you as we worship: 
 

● The Bulletin and Hymnal: This bulletin you're holding has the entire Order of Service 
printed out for you.  You'll need the hymnal only for the singing of the hymns listed in 
this bulletin.  You can also scan the many resources for prayers, songs and other 
information in the hymnal as you take some time to meditate here in God's house.  
Specifically, during this season of Advent, hymns 1-32 will help set the theme.  

 

● Restrooms:  You’ll find them down the hall behind you on your left.   
 

● Babies and other young ones:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them.” It is important that our children get into the habit of being in church 
with the family. And as a result, sometimes we get to hear their spontaneous “joyful 
noises.” If, however, you feel that your child is growing overly disruptive, there is a room 
down the hall on your right where you can watch the service on our closed-circuit TV. 
Volunteers will stay with your child if you would like to return to the sanctuary for 
worship. 

 

● The Ushers:  If you have any questions, please ask the men near the door in the back of 
the room. They will be happy to assist you as much as possible. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                              DECEMBER 3RD, 2017 

                  Newton County 
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ADVENT GATHERING RITE 
 

The opening hymns and songs of Christian worship mean to "gather" individual Christians into a worshiping 

assembly. What the traditional service does with hymns and canticles, this Advent gathering rite does with a 

responsive song for people and minister. 

 
The cantor introduces the song. 

Then the people join and continuously sing: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

During the singing of the refrain the cantor sings: 

 Our redeemer forever, Oh…Refrain 

 We are clay, you are potter, Oh…Refrain 

 Rouse your power to save us, and…Refrain 

 God will strengthen us always, so…Refrain 

 Stay awake and be watchful, Oh…Refrain 

 The appointed time will…Refrain 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive 
us. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
All sing the refrain while cantor sings "Lord, have mercy." 

 

 
 
 
Cantor Sings: 
 Lord, have mercy upon us and come.  (Refrain) 

 Christ, have mercy upon us and come.  (Refrain) 

 Lord, have mercy upon us and come.  (Refrain) 

 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

The Congregation closes the song by singing the refrain. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE WREATH 
     The Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common symbols: light 

and the fir tree. From the early centuries of Christianity it has been the practice 
to represent Christ by a burning candle. The fir tree has a long history of 
religious use. No doubt the Advent Wreath was suggested by the Christmas 
tree. It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago 
among the Lutherans of eastern Germany. A wreath of evergreens, made in 
various sizes, was either suspended from the ceiling or placed on a table. Four 
candles representing the four Sundays of Advent were fastened to the wreath. 
Eventually the use of the Advent Wreath became widespread and moved also from the home into the 
church. The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath lies in the growing light of the wreath, increasing each 
week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the Light of the world. 

 

 L:       We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming again. He will come 

to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 
C:       We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us know what 

day that will be. 
 
L:        We hear his call to watch. 
C:       We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 
 
L:        Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C:       Through your Word and spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Let us pray.  

   Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:       Amen. 

                           THE WORD OF GOD 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
          The children are invited to come forward for a message directed especially    
          toward them.  
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THE FIRST LESSON
1:                       Isaiah 64:1-9 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would 
tremble before you! 2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to 
make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! 3 For 
when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains 
trembled before you. 4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye 
has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 5 You come to 
the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we continued to 
sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? 6 All of us have become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 7 No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold 
of you; for you have hidden your face from us and have given us over to our sins.  

8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. 9 Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; do not remember our sins 
forever. Oh, look on us, we pray, for we are all your people. 
 
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 24 (read responsively) 

 

L:  The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 

C:  The world, and all who live in it; 
 
L:  For he founded it upon the seas 
C:  And established it upon the waters. 
 
L:  Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? 
C:  Who may stand in his holy place? 
 
L:  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
C: He will receive blessing from God his Savior. 
 
L:  Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
C:  That the King of glory may come in. 
 
L:  Who is this King of glory? 
C:  The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

                                                      
1 
If you’re following along with our church year readings, this year we are in year B, which can be found on 

page 164 in the front of the hymnal.  You’ll notice some adjustments from what is printed there as we are 
trialing the updated lectionary being prepared for the new hymnal.
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L:  Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, 
C:  That the King of glory may come in. 
 
L:  Who is he, this King of glory? 
C:  The LORD Almighty – he is the King of glory. 
All:  Glory be to the father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON:                                              1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
     Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I always 
thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have 
been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge—6 God thus 
confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual 
gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm 
to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is 
faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  

 
 THE VERSE OF THE DAY: (Sung by the Cantor) 

Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come Lord Jesus.  Alleluia! 

(Revelation 22:20) 
                                                  
 
THE GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                        Mark 11:1-10 
 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and 
just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and 
bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will 
send it back here shortly.’ ” 4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a 
doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, 
untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 
When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many 
people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the 
fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” 10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  
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L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 

  
 
 
 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #2     Savior of the Nations, Come  
 
THE SERMON:                     Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

Come Lord Jesus 
 

1. Fix our World 
2. Fix our Relationship 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work 

in this community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 

which supports our ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register 
that is being handed down your aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the 
chair at the end of the row. 
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THE RITE OF BAPTISM FOR RANDOLYN ROSE DAVISON 
In our 10:30 service, we welcome Randolyn into the family of God and promise to support her and 

her family with prayers and all we can do to assist in the raising of Randolyn as a child of God. 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

As the prayer is spoken, each time the minister says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation is invited to 

respond, “Hear our Prayer.” 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

Because of the warnings God’s Word places on this powerful meal, Abiding Grace practices membership communion. 

Please schedule a time to speak with Pastor Scharf before coming to the Lord’s Supper. 
 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks. 
O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is 
with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 
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THE SANCTUS:  Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                          
     Agnus Dei 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION Please follow the directions of the ushers.  During the 

distribution we will sing Hymn #3      Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates.  

Following the distribution, the congregation joins to sing the Nunc Dimittis.   
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THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (The Song of Simeon – “Now Dismiss”) 

 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Pastor) 

 

L:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #6   Come, O Long Expected Jesus 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 by 
Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These and the following items 
are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A714318:  
 Advent Gathering Song by James Chepponis Copyright 1995 by GIA Publications 
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Welcome! 
      It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick 
around after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through his Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf.  And 
come again next week as we join together to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  See the announcements following for other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.  
 
 

Special Advent Opportunities 
 

Advent by Candlelight – Thursday, Dec. 7th, 7pm:  

Ladies, make a point to be at this special opportunity to break from the hustle and 
find peace in God’s Word with your sisters in Christ. There will be time in the word, some 
great food and an ornament exchange.  Please bring an appetizer to share and an ornament 
wrapped with no name on it.  Please RSVP by text to (404)353-9469 or by email to 
flcrawford@charter.net. 
 

Advent Midweek Meditations:  Soup Supper at 6:15, Devotion at 7pm 
 Join us on Wednesdays Dec. 6th, 13th, & 20th for our Advent Midweek Meditations.  
We’ll gather for some soup with our church family and then move into the sanctuary at 7 for 
some time to relax and refresh with God’s Word.  This year our Advent devotions will 
follow the theme:  

Christ came to serve us... 
1) ...as our Prophet (Dec. 6) 
2) ...as our Priest (Dec. 13) 
3) ...as our King (Dec. 20) 

 

An Invitation from our Sister Church: A Choral Christmas  
Our brothers and sisters at Sola Fide in Lawrenceville have invited us to join them  

for a sacred concert to celebrate the Savior’s birth. The concert will take place on Sunday 
December 17th at 6pm with refreshments to follow and childcare provided.  

1307 Webb Gin House Road  
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30045 
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               Announcements 
 
Christmas4Kids:  THIS Saturday, Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm 
 Mark your calendars for this awesome event.  All children 
ages 3-10 are invited and encouraged to come celebrate the true 
meaning of Christmas.  There will be crafts, games, singing, food, 
fun, and of course the Christmas story. It’s all free! We’ll be 
inviting everyone in our community as well as all your family and 
friends.  Take some invitation cards with you and share them 
wherever you can!  And register the kids in your life now at 
c4k.abdinggrace.com, in person on the sheets in the gathering 
area, or by phone at 770-385-7691.  And if you’d like to help 
make this event happen, please sign up on the information table 
today. 

 

The Abiding Grace Men’s Basketball Team wants YOU!   The Newton County 

Church Basketball League will soon begin play for the 2017-18 season. All able-bodied 
men over the age of 18 are welcome to join in AG’s quest for the title. The schedule is 
not available yet, but if you sign up on the sheet in the gathering area or talk to Vicar 
Saatkamp (414-828-9991/vicar@abidinggrace.com), he will tell you the details when he 

gets them. There is a “pray to play” and “pay to play” clause  The league asks that only 
those who do come to worship play for Abiding Grace – so bring your friends, but bring 
them to church first!  Cost will be $50 per player, payable to Abiding Grace. 
 

364 Days of Thanksgiving – New Sunday Bible Study – 9:15am 

What if we took all the thanks shown on Thanksgiving and carried that thankful 
feeling through to the other 364 days of the year? How might our outlook on life 
change? How would God use our hearts of thankfulness for his kingdom? For the next 2 
weeks of Sunday 9:15am Bible study, we’ll recognize the blessings we’ve been given, the 
one who gives them all to us, and we’ll be renewed to live with thankfulness to God and 
others. We hope to see you here! 
 
Teen Ski Weekend! 
Are you still looking for a great present for your kids? How about an awesome weekend 
of skiing and fellowship with other teens from all over the Southeast! February 2nd-4th is 
this year’s WELS Teen Ski Weekend. It will be in the mountains of Gatlinburg, TN. 
Activities begin Friday night and go through Sunday afternoon. Check out the signup 
sheet in back for all the details. 
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BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC)  - Tuesdays at 7pm 
Come join us for this class designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics 

of what Christianity is all about and answer your questions about God’s Word and all the 
different teachings out there. BIC serves as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, 
whether you are considering membership or not. Childcare is available. All materials will be 
provided.  Come grow with us! 
 
 

Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 

 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class (Lesson 10) 
Tuesdays at 7 pm New Bible Information Class (Lesson 5) 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm  Advent Soup Suppers (Wednesdays in December) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Advent Midweek Meditations (Wednesdays in December) 
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
 
Wed. Dec. 6, 13, 20th 6:15pm – Soup Suppers / 7pm Midweek Advent Meditations 
Thurs. Dec. 7th, 7pm  Ladies Advent By Candlelight 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Mon. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st, 10:30am Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Jan. 14th, 8& 10:30  Commitment Sunday / New Member Welcome Banquet 
Feb. 2-4   Youth Ski Trip Weekend – Gatlinburg, TN 
June 26-29th (Sign up NOW) International Youth Rally for High Schoolers 
July 23rd-28th (Sign up NOW) Camp S.O.U.T.H. (for 4th-8th graders) 

 


