
ABIDING GRACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
April 30th, 2017 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

On this bulletin insert you will find the Scripture readings for the day, a Children’s Activity 

section, a Devotion section, and the special church announcements for this week. Please take 

this insert home with you after the service. You can use the Devotion section alone or 

together with your family to deepen the impact of today’s service. Don’t forget to take a look 

at the announcements as well! 

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S  

F IRST LESSON            Acts 13:15,16a,26-39 

Jesus’ resurrection is the proof that he has accomplished our forgiveness and 

defeated death. 

15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers sent word 

to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the people, 

please speak.”  

16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Men of Israel and you 

Gentiles who worship God, listen to me! 26 “Brothers, children of Abraham, and you 

God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. 27 The 

people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning 

him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28 Though 

they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him 

executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took 

him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the 

dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from 

Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people.  

32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers 33 he has fulfilled 

for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm:  

“ ‘You are my Son;  

today I have become your Father.’ 

34 The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these 

words:  
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“ ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 

35 So it is stated elsewhere:  

“ ‘You will not let your Holy One see decay.’ 

36 “For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; 

he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God 

raised from the dead did not see decay.  

38 “Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness 

of sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is justified 

from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY          Psalm #23 

L: The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

C: He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet 

waters.  

L: He restores my soul; he guides me in the paths of righteousness for his 

names sake.  

C: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 

comfort me.  

L: The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

C: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You 

anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

L: Surely, goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

C: Glory be to the father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
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SECOND LESSON                                                 Revelation 7:9-17 

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, will lead us into our heavenly home where all death, 

suffering, sorrow, and hardship will be gone forevermore. 

9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 

and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 

branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice:  

“Salvation belongs to our God,  

who sits on the throne,  

and to the Lamb.”  

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the 

four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, 12 saying:  

“Amen!  

Praise and glory  

and wisdom and thanks and honor  

and power and strength  

be to our God for ever and ever.  

Amen!”  

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and 

where did they come from?”  

14 I answered, “Sir, you know.”  

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore,  

“they are before the throne of God  

and serve him day and night in his temple;  

and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.  
16 Never again will they hunger;  

never again will they thirst.  

The sun will not beat upon them,  

nor any scorching heat.  
17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd;  

he will lead them to springs of living water.  

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  
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VERSE OF THE DAY                   John 10:14  

The minister introduces the Alleluia refrain and then the congregation joins 

in to sing it before and after the verse. “Alleluia” refrain set to the tune of 

Hymn 165. 

L (sung): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

C (sung): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

L (sung): I am the Good Shepherd, said he. I know my sheep; my sheep 

know me, and I lay down my life for thee..  

C (sung): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

GOSPEL OF THE DAY                                                 John 10:22-30 

Please stand. 

Through his Word, the Bible, Jesus calls us and guides us to everlasting life, 

promising that nothing can take us away from him. 

22 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 

in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews gathered around 

him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 

plainly.”  

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my 

Father’s name speak for me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my 

sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my 

hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch 

them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”  

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Please be seated. 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

What is the name of the church season or special day today? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The sermon text was: _______________________________________________________________ 

This text is in the:    Old Testament    New Testament 

What was the sermon about? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

My favorite song today was: ________________________________________________________ 

Did we have a Sacrament today? 

 Baptism    Lord’s Supper 

Draw a picture of something you heard or saw today 

 

 

 

What did you learn about God today? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D E V O T I O N  

1. Paul says that through Jesus “everyone who believes is justified from 

everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:39). 

The word “justified” means “to be declared ‘not guilty.’” For what reasons is it 

impossible to be justified by God’s law (read Romans 3:9-31 for St. Paul’s 

official answer). 

 

 

2. In writing Psalm 23, David called this life “the valley of the shadow of death.” 

For what reasons did he choose that name? If David’s reasons were good 

ones, what does that imply about what we should expect from our walk in 

this life, even (or especially!) as Christians? 

 

 

3. Revelation 7:15-17 lists several blessings from being guided by your Good 

Shepherd. Which ones do you anticipate most? For what reasons? In what 

ways do these verses motivate you to continue staying close to Jesus by 

reading his word? 

 

 

4. Compare Jesus’ promises in today’s Gospel with his warnings in Matthew 

13:3-9; 18-23. For what purposes does Jesus give the comforting promises 

from today’s Gospel? What is Jesus guarding us against by giving us the 

warnings in his parable? 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  –  0 4/ 30 / 20 17  

Social Media Accounts – Facebook, Twitter 

Our Henry County campus has started social media accounts at Facebook at Twitter. Like 

what you hear at Abiding Grace? Like and Follow our accounts. 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/aghcga Twitter: @abidinggracehc 

Monthly Bible Study Opportunities 

Every month has two special Saturday morning Bible study opportunities. 

 Ladies’ Bible Study, Sun Apr 23rd 6:00pm – At our Newton Co. campus. 

 Men’s Bible Study, Sat May. 13th 8:00am – At our Newton County campus. Wives 

and children are welcomed as guests at this “men’s” study. 

Evening Bible Study 

Jump in on our Bible Information Class which conveys God’s 12 Key Teachings for 

Christians.  Classes are held on Tuesdays at 7pm and start again on April 25th.  These 

studies double as our membership class, though there is no obligation to join into church 

membership. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15am – What God Says about… 

God’s teachings in the Bible are intended to make us wise for salvation, granting life and 

peace and providing strength and purpose for living. Yet, because we still struggle with 

our sinful nature, we don’t always have a firm grasp on God’s teachings. Come to our 

Sunday morning Bible studies over the next couple of months as we tackle some of the 

Bible’s most important teachings: 

What God says about… 

 God’s Word 

 The Sacraments 

 Life Issues 

 Ministry 

 The End of the World

Monthly Seminar: Sharing Jesus Confidently with Friends 

Through faith in Jesus, you have peace with God, freely given forgiveness, and the sure 

hope of everlasting life in the perfect home of heaven. This gift from God costs nothing for 

you and me, because Christ Jesus paid the price through his holy life and innocent 

suffering and death. Now, he calls you and me to share this message, that all may know 

and receive this free gift of grace and undeserved love from him. Would you like to be 

able to do that with confidence, joy, and intentionality? Then join us for one of our 

monthly seminars: Sharing Jesus Confidently with Friends. 

Held the following Saturdays, 2:00pm-6:00pm – May 27th    June 24th July 22nd 
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Monthly Outreach Training: Community Outreach at Abiding Grace 

Together as a family of believers, we are constantly seeking to invite our community to 

come share in what we have: the free forgiveness of sins, the comfort of peace with God, 

and the confidence that because Jesus lives, we too shall live forever. Every week our 

church seeks to give friendly spiritual encouragement to our friends in the community and 

to meet new people who may be interested in sharing these gifts of God with us. Come to 

this workshop to learn how we do that outreach here. Held on the following Sundays, 

12:15pm – 1:00pm (Lunch Provided!!): May 28th  June 25th  July 23rd 

Special Reformation Movie Screening - Save the Date - May 8, 6:30pm 

Join us for "A Return to Grace: Luther's Life and Legacy" at Conyers Carmike Theaters. You 

can order tickets here: https://www.tugg.com/events/a-return-to-grace-luther-s-life-and-

legacy-zafk. You won't be charged until we get enough to ensure the screening will 

happen.  More details coming! Invite a friend. 

National Conference on Worship Music and the Arts, June 13-16 

This conference is for anyone interested in music and worship and seeking training how to 

better use their gifts for God’s glory.  Held every 3 years, it is the largest Lutheran worship 

conference in the world.  Our congregation will be subsidizing some of the cost to help 

everyone who would like to participate.  It is held Jun 13-16 at Carthage College in 

Kenosha, WI.  Let pastor know if you are interested so travel arrangements can be 

planned.  More info is available at 

wels.net/worshipconference. 

Aug. 4-6, 2017 Marriage Enrichment Weekend 

Does your marriage ever seem like a mystery to you? God uses marriage to teach the 

gospel, referencing Christ’s relationship to the church like a bridegroom to a bride. The 

truth is husband and wife are not always compatible – sin overshadows and damages the 

relationship. However, we are forgiven and loved by Jesus.  We reflect his love for us as we 

forgive and love our spouse. Join us for a marriage enrichment weekend Aug 4-6, 2017 at 

The Orlando Marriott Lake Mary. The cost is $349/couple and includes lodging, breakfast 

both mornings and lunch on Saturday. Register early! Visit www.wels.net/adult-discipleship 

for more information and to register. 

 

http://www.wels.net/adult-discipleship

