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THE FIRST WORD – Luke 23:26-34 

CHRIST ALONE PROCLAIMS OUR FORGIVENESS 

Yes, this is actually happening. The soldiers line up, the 

crowds gather, and the cross – that twisted, heavy, splintering 

instrument of death – the cross has arrived. With each step toward 

Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, his suffering intensifies. There’s 

no stopping it now. Not even an inability to carry the cross hinders 

it – another person simply picks it up to hasten him toward death. 

If only they knew! If only they knew who it was that they 

were treating this way – the Christ, the Messiah. Those two words 

mean the same thing: Anointed – specially chosen for service to 

God. If they knew that like King David of old, like Elisha the 

prophet, like Aaron the priest, this man Jesus had been set apart to 

serve God and his people – if they had known that this was the 

Anointed One to whom all the previous anointed ones had looked 

forward, surely they would have treated him differently! 

But they didn’t know – didn’t recognize that this is what he 

was anointed to do. In the suffering and pain of the cross, they 

failed to see that the tree was green – that they were gazing upon 

Immanuel, God with us! God in the midst of his people. 

But you do see him for what he is. You look at that man 

bleeding and dying on the cross, and you see the Son of God, sent 

to do just this. But tonight, as you contemplate his suffering and 

pain, the death of an innocent man, do not join the daughters of 

Jerusalem in weeping for him. Instead, weep for yourself, because 

it is your sins that made this happen. 

You are the soldier who rears back to lash him every time 

you lash out lovelessly at another person. You are the crowd that 

mocks him when you see his suffering as an excuse to sin more. 

You strip him and divide his clothes along with the others when 

you reduce him to a lonely, isolated corner of your life. And when 

it seems you’ve exhausted the ways you could possibly abuse him, 

you are also Simon, carrying the cross to place of his death so that 

the Lord’s Anointed can go on suffering for your sins. 

Did you know what your sins were doing? Did you 

recognize that every active rebellion and mindless failure added 

another splinter to his cross? If only we’d known we were hurting 
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the One chosen to save us! We would’ve acted differently! We feel 

remorse, we say those things, even though we know it isn’t true. 

But as he’s lifted on that cross, hear the first word he 

speaks: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing.” Even though we have hurt him deeply – even though 

we have sentenced him to death – he hangs on the cross to 

proclaim our forgiveness. Only he could do so. Only he could 

suffer for our sins. Only he could pay that price and redeem God’s 

enemies for him, and the only place he could do it is the cross. 

At times, it’s hard to look. The pain, the blood, the 

suffering, the death. But tonight, don’t look away. That cross is our 

focus, where we fix our thoughts and eyes. And yet, not the cross 

itself, an ugly, twisted thing of wood, but the man upon it: Tonight, 

our focus is Jesus, the Christ, and the forgiveness he gave us there. 

The first word from the cross is recorded in Luke 23:26-34. 

 
26 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was 

on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made 

him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed 

him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus 

turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for 

me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will 

come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the 

wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then 

‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, 

“Cover us!” 31 For if men do these things when the tree is green, 

what will happen when it is dry?” 32 Two other men, both 

criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they 

came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along 

with the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus 

said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
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THE SECOND WORD – Luke 23:38-43 

CHRIST ALONE OPENED PARADISE FOR US 

 The Christ.  That name was really Jesus’ death sentence, in 

a couple of different ways.  On Sunday, we read the account of the 

arrest and the trials. Do you remember the charge? At the 

beginning of this chapter of Luke, we saw the Jews bringing Jesus 

to Pilate, and they very clearly explained the charge. Let me read 

what they said again: “We have found this man subverting our 

nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be 

Christ, a king.”  And Jesus owned it when Pilate asked him 

because he was Christ, the promised one. 

 In this second reading we see the sign over his head, Iesus 

Nazarenus Rex iudaeorum. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews. 

That name, Christ, is what was at the root of the mocking. You see 

that in our reading: “Aren’t you the Christ?  Save yourself and 

us!”  
 What they didn’t see, was that that was what he was doing. 

Saving them. You notice how they so clearly associated “Christ” 

with “king” in his charge? They knew the promises. The Christ, 

the promised Messiah, was supposed to save his people.  He was 

supposed to restore the glory of the nation, to bring them to new 

heights, with a New Jerusalem and him as their king. 

 It’s just that they had set their sights too low for the Christ. 

They were thinking earthly, temporary things. Just like we do 

when we live like what we watch in this crucifixion tonight is bad. 

When God does something and we don’t like it, when it doesn’t 

look enjoyable, and we complain - we rebel. When suffering 

comes in our lives and we don’t see the good God is working in it, 

we are right there with the crowd, setting our sights too low for the 

Christ, acting like our goal is this world, an earthly kingdom. 

 All they could see was the blood and humiliation, the nails 

and the suffering and the helplessness. So they mocked.  “Aren’t 

you the Christ? Save yourself and us.” 

 What they didn’t see was that he was. That’s the splendor 

of this scene.  In what looked so bleak, Christ was doing what they 

were longing for him to do. He was saving them, by suffering in 

their place. That’s the task his name brought him. 
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 And it was the nameless thief on the cross that saw it. He 

heard in Jesus’ first word what he was here to do and he saw in the 

man suffering the seemingly same fate as him – he saw The Christ, 

the one who was the key to paradise, to a better kingdom. 

 And so he prayed for the one thing we can ask of the 

Christ.  “Remember me…Remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.” His prayer was a prayer of faith in the promises 

of the Christ. His prayer was a prayer of faith in Jesus the Christ. 

His prayer is ours to this man we see hanging on the cross tonight. 

 Remember me. Let this work, let your work count for me. 

Remember me.  The Christ did. He does. He will. 

“I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 

paradise.”  That’s what the Christ came to do for you.  Focus on 

that as we see this scene unfold. 

  Our second Word is recorded in Luke 23:38-43. 

  

There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS 

IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there 

hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself 

and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear 

God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are 

punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 

this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus 

answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with 

me in paradise.” 

 

THE THIRD WORD – John 19:25-27 

CHRIST ALONE CARES FOR ALL OUR NEEDS 

 “A sword will pierce your heart also.” Those words of 

old man Simeon, first spoken in the temple when Jesus was only 

eight days old, came back in a flash to inflict their deep and painful 

wound. Her son, a little boy no more, hung groaning and gasping 

as his own weight slowly squeezed the air out of his lungs. Her 

heart – her very soul – had been pierced. The loss of a provider – 

the loss of a child – had left a deep hole in her life. 
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 But as she began to come to grips with what this could 

mean – the consequences the loss of her son could wreak not only 

on her heart, but on her life – Jesus reached out to her with his 

third word from the cross. He motioned to his friend John, the 

disciple he loved, and said, “Woman, here is your son.” Here is 

one who will care for you as a good son does. He will welcome 

you into his home. He will watch over you when you are old. He 

will provide for all your needs. 

 What sword has pierced your life? What emptiness that 

needs to be filled? Where has sin crept in like a knife and left you 

gasping and bleeding, searching for answers? So many of our 

wounds are self-inflicted. If only we could be healed of our self-

destructive sin. If only the guilt could be removed. If only our true 

needs could be finally and fully met! 

Here you see that your Savior does exactly that. As the 

Christ that Simeon knew he would be, he removed your guilt with 

his perfect sacrifice. As the Anointed One, he freed you from sin 

with his holy blood. And as he provided for Mary and filled the 

hole that would be left in his absence, so he also provides for every 

one of your needs. 

 Do you need a friend? Jesus is the very best. Do you need a 

confidant? Jesus hears your every cry. Do you need acceptance? 

Jesus gives it to you, no strings attached. Do you need peace? Jesus 

quiets your fears. Do you need hope? Jesus gives you a blessed 

future. Do you need forgiveness? That’s the reason he came. Do 

you need a purpose? Jesus gives you joy in living for him. 

 Even your earthly needs are not too lowly for his caring 

eyes. His love for you extends to every corner of your life. Hear 

his care for you as we read our Savior’s third word from the cross. 

 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw 

his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 

he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27 and to 

the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this 

disciple took her into his home. 
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THE FOURTH WORD – Matthew 27:45-49 

CHRIST ALONE SUFFERED OUR PUNISHMENT OF HELL 

Have you seen the conversation where both faces are stuck 

in their phones as they are talking to one another?  Have you seen 

the dinner date where two people are at the restaurant sitting in the 

intimate setting, but completely distracted by that “convenience” in 

their hands? For as much connection and communication this thing 

promises, I’m tempted to say that it is the number one cause of 

loneliness in our day. 

Maybe you’ve noticed it. We get so addicted to this little 

screen that we don’t see the faces right in front of us. We don’t 

connect.  We become more and more alone. But truthfully, this 

isn’t the cause (phone).  This is a symptom. 

The cause, we see in our fourth word, where we see Christ 

alone suffered our punishment of hell.  Christ Alone. Alone, what 

an awful word. Alone. 

And the cause for loneliness, the cause for being alone, is 

sin. Because I know what a failure I am, I’m less excited to get 

close to someone because they might find out. And whether it is 

guilt, or fear, or shame, or a combination of the three – real 

relationships run into challenges. We are destined for ALONE.  

And that’s because we sin.  And it’s not just being alone here 

surrounded by people, but the wages of sin, the result of my failure 

is death, eternal death, separation from God and all of his 

blessings, ALONE. 

So the Christ came.  He came to take our place in that 

aloneness, that abandonment, just like it was promised. We read it 

at the beginning of the service. God had promised through Isaiah: 

Isaiah 53:3 – “He was despised and rejected by men, a 

man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from 

whom men hide their faces he was despised and we esteemed 

him not.” 

So our sin darkened the sun and the Father turned his back 

on his Son who was wearing our sin. And Jesus was alone. For the 

first time in the history of the world, God completely forsook a 

man here on earth, and it was His Son. And the reason? Christ was 

alone so that we might never be alone again. He was forsaken of 
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God so that we would never be forsaken. He went down in to the 

ultimate depths of sin and shame in order that we would never go 

down alone. From that moment on, we are never alone. Through 

the roughest patches, there are his footsteps beside us.  Through 

the scariest trials, there is always his warm hand in ours, because 

alone, Christ suffered our punishment of hell, so that we never 

would.  Hear him describe it in our fourth word: 

 
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over 

all the land. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s 

calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it 

with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 
49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to 

save him.” 

 

THE FIFTH WORD – John 19:28-29 

CHRIST ALONE FULFILLED SCRIPTURE 

 Nothing happens by accident. Sure, we often talk that way: 

“I accidentally spilled my drink,” or “I had an accident on the way 

here.” But the truth is, there really aren't any accidents, not from 

God's perspective. 

 Which isn't to say that everything that happens is in line 

with God's will. By no means. It certainly isn't God's will when we 

leave undone the service and help our neighbor needs. It certainly 

isn't God's will when we leave undone the Bible study our own 

souls need. No, God says that leaving these things undone are sins. 

They are sins of omission that deserve damnation just as surely as 

our evil deeds do. 

 But again, there are no accidents. How could there be, 

when this very Christ, hanging on the cross, is the one that the 

Bible tells us is literally the center of the universe? Colossians 1:17 

says, “In him all things hold together.” 
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 So there were no accidents in Jesus life. Every moment was 

full of purpose, indeed, full of one purpose: to fulfill the Scriptures. 

That's what this Christ, this King, was chosen to do. He was 

chosen to fulfill all the promises he had made—promises to do 

perfectly what we have left undone. Promises to provide a perfect 

life in place of our evil ones. Promises to carry our sins to this 

cross, and suffer every last moment of purposeful punishment you 

and I deserve. This was no accident... this was pure love in action. 

This was our Savior, the Christ, showing his pure and perfect love 

by keeping his Word, the way only he could do it. Christ alone 

fulfilled Scripture as his great act of love toward you. And indeed, 

if he suffered all this to fulfill Scripture for your sake, then your 

faith, your trust, truly can be placed in this Christ. Because by his 

love already fulfilled for you, you can be sure he will fulfill every 

promise that yet remains. 

 Christ's fifth word from the cross: 

 

 28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that 

the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar 

of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the 

sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 

 

THE SIXTH WORD – John 19:30 

CHRIST ALONE COMPLETED OUR SALVATION 

 In my relatively short life and much shorter time as a 

pastor, I haven't yet watched someone die. I'll be frank, I'm not 

looking forward to the experience. True, there are times when 

people are happy, if you can call it that, “happy” to see a suffering 

loved one finally be free from their pain. But even in those cases—

and certainly in all cases—there is a complete finality to death. All 

communication, all laughter, all hugs, all closeness with that 

person is finished until the end of your life. Maybe I'm wrong, but 

I have to think that at least some part of you, however small, must 

cry out in panic at the dying: “Wait! Don't go! Not yet! I need 

you!” What horror it would be if that really was the end. 

 What if you had to lay on your deathbed recalling all the 
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things you did wrong, all the unkept promises and responsibilities 

you never finished? What if all you had left was the nagging, 

gnawing sense that somewhere, a higher being would hold you 

accountable for all this unfinished business? Death would be a 

nightmarish terror. 

 From all appearances, Jesus' death certainly was a 

nightmarish terror. After all the abuse his body had taken, he must 

have been a wretched sight up there on the cross. And far sooner 

than most people who were crucified, Jesus died. But when he 

died, there was no unfinished business. His death actually ended, 

finally and completely, the nightmarish terror that death held over 

you and me. Jesus' death, as the perfect, holy, lamb of God, took 

away the sins of the world. His whole reason for being anointed as 

the Christ—the only Christ who could bear the guilty verdict of the 

whole world's sins—that reason was finished, completed. His 

death canceled and finished the debt we owed to God from our 

sins. His death finished the hostility that existed between God and 

humans. His death finished, for all time, any hopeless horror that 

death would hold over you and me. And as it turns out, his death 

was something to be happy about, for even Jesus himself, “for the 

joy set before him, he endured the cross, scorning its shame” 
(Hebrews 12:2). 

 In the life he lived, he accomplished everything he had 

been set apart and anointed to do. He finished it all. Only he could. 

Christ alone completed our salvation. It is finished. 

 Hear Christ proclaim your completed salvation in his sixth 

word from the cross: 

 

 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 

finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
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THE SEVENTH WORD – Luke 23:44-46 

CHRIST ALONE GIVES LIFE OUT OF DEATH 

Isaiah is here again. Seven hundred years prior, Isaiah 

wrote of the Christ: He was led like a lamb to the slaughter…he 

was cut off from the land of the living…he was assigned a 

grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death. 

The Christ must die.  Sure, we all must die.  More certain 

than that taxes are due this weekend, humans die. But this was no 

ordinary death. From the sign with his charge declaring that his 

crime was being a king, to the faith springing up in the hearts of 

those watching an execution; from the things he was saying to this 

awkward darkness, and the earthquake and the curtain torn, there 

was nothing normal about this death.  But more than anything else, 

His final word from the cross declares its difference. Christ alone 

gives life out of death. 

Death did not take Jesus.  He took death. There was no 

whining, bargaining, fearing or crying, just this loud, triumphant 

declaration. He gave the ultimate gift; it wasn’t taken from him.  

Because he knew that the payment for death was finished, and the 

future was life, he could say it:  Father, into your hands I 

commit my spirit.  Let us not miss the meaning of this.  He has 

now turned from earth into heaven.  He has transformed the cross 

into the crown.  He died, only to live again.   

 So the sting is gone from your death.  The grave becomes a 

gate.  The fear becomes faith.  You have an eternal future.  The 

Christ completed his work and brings life out of death, so like him, 

we can meet our end here as our beginning there.  With him, we 

can speak, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit,” and we 

too will see life out of death. 

The 7th word is recorded in Luke, chapter 23. 

 

 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over 

the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out 

with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 

spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.  
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