
ABIDING GRACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
August 20th, 2017 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

On this bulletin insert you will find the Scripture readings for the day, a Children’s Activity 

section, a Devotion section, and the special church announcements for this week. Please take 

this insert home with you after the service. You can use the Devotion section alone or 

together with your family to deepen the impact of today’s service. Don’t forget to take a look 

at the announcements as well! 

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S  

F IRST LESSON                              Isaiah 66:18-24 

The Lord will bring people from all nations on the narrow road of faith to eternal 

life. 

18 “And I, because of their actions and their imaginations, am about to come 

and gather all nations and tongues, and they will come and see my glory.  

19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to 

the nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal 

and Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my 

glory. They will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 And they will bring all your 

brothers, from all the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to 

the LORD—on horses, in chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the 

LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain offerings, to the 

temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I will select some of them 

also to be priests and Levites,” says the LORD.  

22 “As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” 

declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure. 23 From one New 

Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow 

down before me,” says the LORD. 24 “And they will go out and look upon the dead 

bodies of those who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire 

be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.”  

PSALM OF THE DAY        Psalm #103 

L: Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  

C: He forgives all your sins, and heals all your diseases;  
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L: He redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with love and 

compassion.  

C: I will hear what the Lord proclaims: peace to his people.  

L: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love.  

C: He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 

iniquities.  

L: For as high as the heaven are above the earth, so great is his love for 

those who fear him; 

C: as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 

transgressions from us.  

L: As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion 

on those who fear him;  

C: for his knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.  

L: our days are like grass, like a flower of a field; the wind blows over it and 

it is gone.  

C: but the Lord’s love is with those who fear him from everlasting to 

everlasting.  

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON       Hebrews 12:18-24 

No one is saved by observing the law, but the death of Jesus gives brings us life. 

18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning 

with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice 

speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to 

them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal 

touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses 

said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the 

living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 

assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. 
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You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men 

made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 

blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

VERSE OF THE DAY            1 Timothy 1:10  

L: Alleluia! Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. 

C: Alleluia! 

GOSPEL OF THE DAY                                                 Luke 13:22-30  

Please stand. 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation says: 

 

Faith in Jesus for forgiveness is the only true path to eternal life. 

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his 

way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be 

saved?”  

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, 

because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner 

of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and 

pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’  

26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’  

27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, 

all you evildoers!’  

28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves 

thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and will 

take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who 

are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”  

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

What is the name of the church season or special day today? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The sermon text was: _______________________________________________________________ 

This text is in the:    Old Testament    New Testament 

What was the sermon about? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

My favorite song today was: ________________________________________________________ 

Did we have a Sacrament today? 

 Baptism    Lord’s Supper 

Draw a picture of something you heard or saw today 

 

 

 

What did you learn about God today? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D E V O T I O N  

1. In today’s First Lesson, God said that he would make some of these people 

from all nations to be “priests and Levites.” The priests and Levites served as 

intercessors between God and the people. In what ways do believers serve in 

that capacity today? Do all of them serve in that capacity, or just some of 

them? Explain your answer.  

 

 

2. In today’s Psalm the Lord proclaims his incredible forgiveness. Despite this, 

some still try to insist that our works are involved in saving us. For what 

reasons are works incompatible with the forgiveness described in this psalm? 

 

 

3. Today’s Second Lesson mentions the blood of Abel. Read Genesis 4 and 

make the connection that the writer to the Hebrews wants you to think of. 

Describe how the sprinkling of Jesus’ blood “speaks a better word.” 

 

 

4. In today’s Gospel some people will try to claim association with Jesus that is 

something less than true faith. Identify two or three ways someone may think 

they understand who Jesus is but fall short of true faith in him. 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  –  0 8/ 20 / 20 17  

Monthly Bible Study Opportunities 

Every month has two special Saturday morning Bible study opportunities. 

 Ladies’ Bible Study, Sun August 20th 6:00pm – At our Newton Co. campus. 

 Men’s Bible Study, Sat Sep 2nd 8:00am – CANCELED. The Men’s Bible study 

will resume in the month of October. 

Evening Bible Study 

Jump in on our Bible Information Class which conveys God’s 12 Key Teachings for 

Christians.  Classes are held on Tuesdays at 7pm and start again on April 25th.  

These studies double as our membership class, though there is no obligation to 

join into church membership. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study – Stewardship 

Earlier this year our church went through a Self-Analysis and Adjustment process 

to analyze our ministry. One of the requests that many of you made was to know 

more about Stewardship, God’s teachings on how he would have us use our time, 

our talents, and our treasures/finances. A Bible study on exactly that topic will be 

ongoing through September 10th. Even if you don’t regularly attend the Bible 

study hour, this is an excellent time to start. Please come be a part of it and grow 

in God’s Word with us! 

Monthly Seminar: Sharing Jesus Confidently with Friends 

Through faith in Jesus, you have peace with God, freely given forgiveness, and 

the sure hope of everlasting life in the perfect home of heaven. This gift from 

God costs nothing for you and me, because Christ Jesus paid the price through 

his holy life and innocent suffering and death. Now, he calls you and me to share 

this message, that all may know and receive this free gift of grace and 

undeserved love from him. Would you like to be able to do that with confidence, 

joy, and intentionality? Then join us for one of our monthly seminars: Sharing 

Jesus Confidently with Friends. 

Held the following Saturdays, 2:00pm-6:00pm –  Aug 26th      Sep 23rd  Oct 28th  
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Monthly Outreach Training: Community Outreach at Abiding Grace 

Together as a family of believers, we are constantly seeking to invite our 

community to come share in what we have: the free forgiveness of sins, the 

comfort of peace with God, and the confidence that because Jesus lives, we too 

shall live forever. Every week our church seeks to give friendly spiritual 

encouragement to our friends in the community and to meet new people who 

may be interested in sharing these gifts of God with us. Come to this workshop to 

learn how we do that outreach here. Held on the following Sundays, 12:15pm – 

1:00pm (Lunch Provided!!): Aug 27th Sep 24th  Oct 29th 

God’s Middle Name is not Luck 

When people are getting ready for a big test or a job interview or surgery, what 

do their friends and associates usually say?  Often it is “good luck.”  When my 

daughter had to have emergency brain surgery, I did not wish the doctor would 

be lucky that morning.  I prayed that God would guide his hands and be with all 

of the medical staff in regard to my daughter’s surgery and medical care. 

How do you respond when people tells you they have some challenging or 

difficult or serious thing coming up?  You can say, “I will pray for you.”  You can 

say, “God bless your  _______.”   

You may also take it a step further and say, “I will ask my pastor to pray for you as 

well.”  Then you could inform them a prayer would be said for them in church if 

they do not mind.  You could then invite them to church.  You could even offer a 

brief prayer right there on the spot.  

Then be sure to follow up.  How did everything turn out?  If it all turned out well, 

you can say, “Praise God” or “Thank you, Lord.”  If it did not turn out all right, you 

can say, “I will continue to keep you in my prayers.”  You can ask them, “Do you 

have a pastor or a church?”  You can offer your pastor to come over and meet 

with them and you could go along.   

It is not a matter of luck.  It is all about God, his control of this world and of each 

person’s individual life through His Son, Jesus Christ, and the work of the Holy 

Spirit. 

So I do not wish you “good luck.”  I offer to you the Lord’s richest blessings. 
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Strengthening our Elder Work – September 3rd Discussion, 12:00pm 

As part of the Self-Analysis and Adjustment seminar we did to analyze our 

ministry back in January, we are moving forward on strengthening our elder work 

and getting better at mutual encouragement. For all interested parties and for all 

those who have been asked to be part of the new Discipleship Committee and 

relaunched Elder team, plan to stay after church on Sunday, September 3rd for a 

brief meeting to discuss the paper “Elder Work.” Copies of the paper can be 

found on the round table in the greeting area. 

Financial Peace University -Sundays, 1:00pm, Starting September 17th 

What if you knew where all of your money was going each month? What if you 

were debt-free, investing and making wise spending decisions? With Dave 

Ramsey’s class Financial Peace University, you CAN take control of your money 

and start planning for your future. If you’re interested in learning more about the 

class, email Pastor Steenbock (pastorben@abidinggrace.com)! The class will 

begin on Sunday, September 17th at 1:00pm and will continue on Sundays at 

1:00pm until its conclusion on November 19th (we’ll skip class on October 15th, 

the date of the Fall Festival). 

Class participants will need to purchase an FPU student kit, typically costing $90-

$100. You can make the purchase online at the course website: 

https://fpu.com/1047210 

McDonough Scarecrow Contest 

Each year the city of McDonough has a Scarecrow Contest in the square. For the 

past several years Abiding Grace has participated mostly because it’s a great way 

to let people know about our church at very little cost to us. Bekah Herman from 

our Newton County campus will be leading up the effort to plan, design, and 

build our scarecrow. Contact her at hermanrebekah@bellsouth.net if you would 

like to help. 

Fall Festival, Oct 15, 2017 

This year’s Fall Festival may seem like it’s far away, but we’re doing our best to 

get an early start and a smooth glide path into pulling it all together. Beverley 

Flohr and Karyn Campagnone are both helping with planning and logistics on 

this year’s event. This is a great opportunity for everyone to get involved, so 

please take some time to check in with Beverley or Karyn and find out how you 

can get involved. Thanks! 

mailto:hermanrebekah@bellsouth.net

