
ABIDING GRACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
May 21st, 2017 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

On this bulletin insert you will find the Scripture readings for the day, a Children’s Activity 

section, a Devotion section, and the special church announcements for this week. Please take 

this insert home with you after the service. You can use the Devotion section alone or 

together with your family to deepen the impact of today’s service. Don’t forget to take a look 

at the announcements as well! 

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S  

F IRST LESSON                Acts 16:6-10 

Only the message of Christ crucified can give true help to a dying world of conflict. 

6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 

having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of 

Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the 

Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down 

to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and 

begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the 

vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had 

called us to preach the gospel to them.  

PSALM OF THE DAY        Psalm #133 

M: How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 

C: For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.  

M: Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 

C: Praise the LORD all you servants of the LORD who minister in the 

house of the LORD. 

M: Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD.  

C: May the LORD, the maker of heaven and Earth, bless you from Zion.  

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   
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SECOND LESSON             Revelation 22:12-17 

The water of life, the message of the gospel, is given as a free gift and connects us 

to Jesus and to all Christians. 

12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone 

according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 

Last, the Beginning and the End.  

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree 

of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those 

who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and 

everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”  

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” 

Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of 

the water of life.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                   John 14:18  

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I will not leave you as 

orphans; I will come to you. 

C: Alleluia! 
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GOSPEL OF THE DAY                                                 John 17:20-26 

Please stand. 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation says: 

 

Jesus for all Christians to have unity under the truth of his word and teachings, and 

the true and full knowledge of God that he reveals to us in his word. 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 

through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 

we are one: 23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to 

let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 

me.  

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see 

my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation 

of the world.  

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they 

know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue 

to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and 

that I myself may be in them.”  

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Please be seated. 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

What is the name of the church season or special day today? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The sermon text was: _______________________________________________________________ 

This text is in the:    Old Testament    New Testament 

What was the sermon about? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

My favorite song today was: ________________________________________________________ 

Did we have a Sacrament today? 

 Baptism    Lord’s Supper 

Draw a picture of something you heard or saw today 

 

 

 

What did you learn about God today? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D E V O T I O N  

1. The Holy Spirit used a dream to call Paul and his companions to preach the 

gospel in Macedonia. In that dream a man from Macedonia was saying, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” The Holy Spirit did not call us to 

proclaim the gospel in Henry County with a dream. However, what signs are 

there that our community needs help that only the gospel can give? Try to 

list at least three. Then list three specific ways the message of the gospel 

(Jesus crucified for the forgiveness of all sins) addresses those “cries for help.” 

 

 

2. Our Psalm of the Day said, “How good and pleasant it is when brothers live 

together in unity.” The “brothers” here refers to believers, not simply genetic 

brothers. What things might threaten our unity at Abiding Grace? In what 

ways does the “free gift of the water of life” help to safeguard our unity? 

 

 

3. In our Second Lesson, Jesus calls himself “the bright Morning Star.” What 

purpose do stars serve as God’s gift to humans (think nautical here)? In what 

ways, then, is Jesus “the bright Morning Star” as we consider different 

teachings presented to us? 

 

 

4. In our Gospel of the Day Jesus literally prayed that we would be united with 

him and with God in the same kind of way that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

are united with one another. What does that suggest about the “agree to 

disagree” mentality that so many churches take over “non-fundamental” 

teachings? What blessings come from having “complete” unity, rather than 

papered-over disagreements and calling that “unity”? 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  –  0 5/ 21 / 20 17  

Monthly Bible Study Opportunities 

Every month has two special Saturday morning Bible study opportunities. 

 Ladies’ Bible Study, Sun May 28th 6:00pm – At our Newton Co. campus. 

 Men’s Bible Study, Sat June. 10th 8:00am – At our Newton County 

campus. Wives and children are welcomed as guests at this “men’s” 

study. 

Evening Bible Study 

Jump in on our Bible Information Class which conveys God’s 12 Key Teachings for 

Christians.  Classes are held on Tuesdays at 7pm and start again on April 25th.  

These studies double as our membership class, though there is no obligation to 

join into church membership. 
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Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15am – What God Says about… 

God’s teachings in the Bible are intended to make us wise for salvation, granting 

life and peace and providing strength and purpose for living. Yet, because we still 

struggle with our sinful nature, we don’t always have a firm grasp on God’s 

teachings. Come to our Sunday morning Bible studies over the next couple of 

months as we tackle some of the Bible’s most important teachings: 

What God says about… 

 God’s Word 

 The Sacraments 

 Life Issues 

 Ministry 

 The End of the World

Monthly Seminar: Sharing Jesus Confidently with Friends 

Through faith in Jesus, you have peace with God, freely given forgiveness, and 

the sure hope of everlasting life in the perfect home of heaven. This gift from 

God costs nothing for you and me, because Christ Jesus paid the price through 

his holy life and innocent suffering and death. Now, he calls you and me to share 

this message, that all may know and receive this free gift of grace and 

undeserved love from him. Would you like to be able to do that with confidence, 

joy, and intentionality? Then join us for one of our monthly seminars: Sharing 

Jesus Confidently with Friends. 

Held the following Saturdays, 2:00pm-6:00pm – May 27th    June 24th    July 22nd 

Monthly Outreach Training: Community Outreach at Abiding Grace 

Together as a family of believers, we are constantly seeking to invite our 

community to come share in what we have: the free forgiveness of sins, the 

comfort of peace with God, and the confidence that because Jesus lives, we too 

shall live forever. Every week our church seeks to give friendly spiritual 

encouragement to our friends in the community and to meet new people who 

may be interested in sharing these gifts of God with us. Come to this workshop to 

learn how we do that outreach here. Held on the following Sundays, 12:15pm – 

1:00pm (Lunch Provided!!): May 28th June 25th July 23rd 

Voters’ Meeting: TODAY, 11:45am 

After church next week we will have our bi-annual voters’ meeting. We’ll be 

electing half of the Church Council positions and voting on several other 

important issues. Along with that we’ll hear reports from our pastors and various 

church officers. All are welcome to attend, so please join us for that! 
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Logan Campagnone Confirmation: 

Please join us for Logan Campagnone’s confirmation and celebration on June 4th. 

Logan will be confirmed at during service at Newton County. Celebration 

afterward will be held at Richard Craig Park in McDonough TBT after service. 

Host Outreach Volunteers this Summer! 

There are two big opportunities to host outreach volunteers this summer. 

First, This summer’s big outreach event is our Computer Camp, July 10th-14th. We 

have 25 volunteers coming down from St. John’s Lutheran Church (Wauwatosa, 

WI) who will be helping us put on that event. One major way to help with this is 

to give those volunteers a place to sleep and a breakfast and dinner meal while 

they are here. Please don’t feel that you need to provide a fancy guest room. Air 

mattresses on the living room floor will work just fine (they’re used to it!). 

Second, we are again going to have Summer Ministry Assistants (SMA’s) for 10 

weeks this summer. They will be here starting on May 31st. and will need lodging 

during their stay. Please consider supporting our community outreach in these 

important ways!    

 


