
Luke 7:36-50    Rev. Jonathan E. Scharf 

Proper 6C      6/18/17 

Where’s the Love? 

It flows out of every forgiven heart. 

Happy Father’s Day!  Or not. Is that even a thing?  You 

know, it sounds great and all, Father’s Day! …until you compare it 

to Mother’s Day, right?  According to Forbes, the average 

American spends $50 more on Mother’s day than Father’s day. 

And since my kids don’t each spend $50 on Mother’s Day, I guess 

I know what I’ll be getting. But that’s not even the most 

depressing. Money Magazine says the gap in America on the 

whole has been right around 8.5 billion dollars each year, with a 

“B”. Now I know moms are great and all, but 8.5 BILLION dollars 

greater?  Do you know how many zeroes that is on that number? 

Where’s the love? 
Where is the love? You know as well as I do that you can’t 

judge love by the dollar signs, right? We know our kids love us, 

right dads? Love is something more than money. It’s a sad man 

who would rather have his kids’ money than their happiness, or 

time, or smiles or hugs. We get that, right? 

Today, Jesus teaches a lesson on love, a lesson on 

forgiveness. He answers that question “Where is the love?” And it 

starts with a man named Simon. So think about this Pharisee, this 

dedicated Jew, Simon, a follower of the LORD, this man waiting 

eagerly for the Messiah – Simon the Pharisee. 

He had the Holy One of Israel in his house, reclining at his 

table. The prophet Moses had foretold was sharing dinner with 

him. The Lord of Glory, the Resurrection and the Life, the I AM, 

the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the King of 

kings and Lord of lords was there – in HIS house. The One he as a 

Jew had been waiting for for all of time was spending time with 

him. It should have been a deliriously wonderful, breathtaking 

honor for Simon to host the Messiah. 

 But Simon was not amazed. He did not drop to his knees in 

awe. He looked at Jesus and it seems all he saw was a Nazarene 

whom he couldn’t figure out why he was getting so much 

attention. What did this Jesus have that Simon didn’t? So Simon 

had Jesus over to try to figure it out. Needless to say, Simon wasn’t 

impressed.  



 Evidence?  Jesus’ dirty feet. Offering a foot washing to 

guests had been a deeply engrained custom for Near Eastern 

people for centuries, millennia even, and especially so for these 

children of Abraham, who, by the way, did wash the feet of Jesus 

when He, as the angel of the LORD, visited Abraham’s tent all 

those years ago to tell him he’d have a son. That’s what you do, for 

any guest you respect. You wash their feet. You kiss their cheek. 

You give them some oil to freshen up. You show them some basic 

respect. How much more shouldn’t that have been there for God 

himself in the flesh! But not from Simon. And it’s not likely that it 

was that he forgot to wash Jesus’ feet. It’s more likely he didn’t see 

him as worthy of that courtesy. 

 And then, when we get to hear Simon’s thoughts in verse 

39, he makes it clear. He didn’t think much of this Jesus guy.  

Look what was going through his head: “If this man were a 

prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 

woman she is.” So where is the love? Certainly not coming from 

Simon. 

 But you can’t help seeing where it is in this text. This 

woman, this sinner Simon was repulsed by. There’s the love. She 

cherishes those dirty feet, wets them with her tears, wipes them 

with her hair - her hair! And then she pours the most valuable thing 

she owns on them – that alabaster jar of perfume, and is thrilled to 

do it! There’s the love. 

 So now we ask why? Why was this religious man not 

showing the love and this sinner was.  To answer that, Jesus tells a 

story. He tells a story to so clearly describe what was going on. 

And there is no getting around his point. Two men owed a 

moneylender. One owed 500 denarii, the other 50. Remember, a 

denarius was what a day-laborer was paid for 1 day of work. So 

we’re talking about the difference between a year and a half of 

salary and a month and a half of salary. Neither is small, but there 

is clearly a difference. Now, in the story, the lender forgives them 

both and says: “Just keep it, don’t worry about paying me back”. 

 And then Jesus makes Simon draw the conclusion.  “Which 

one will love more?” he asks. Of course, Simon says, it’s the one 

who had so much more forgiven. We get that. Then Jesus applies 

that to the scene at hand. So let’s do the same. 



 Where’s the love here? Which one of those people in this 

scene most resembles you? Objectively, the answer is obvious, 

right? We are the ones who don’t deserve to be in the presence of a 

holy God. The fact that we get to come into this building and meet 

with Almighty LORD should make us drop to our knees. We have 

failed at every effort toward perfection and all too often, don’t 

even make the effort because we kind of like some of the perks of 

the disobedience. That’s the reality. Whether our sin is the 

unmentionable kind like the woman in the story or the socially 

accepted and defended kind like the pride of Simon, either way, we 

are the ones with the 500 denarii debt. Actually, you might as well 

make it 5 billion denarii. The reality is we are hopeless to make it 

right. Right? 

 The only way we can appeal to Jesus is with the kind of 

prayer we saw in our Old Testament Lesson, where we admit we 

don’t deserve his goodness. We are worthless and so our appeal is 

not on the basis of our righteousness but on the basis of His mercy.  

The second lesson was just as clear. For our sins we do not 

deserve the kingdom of God. Let me read a portion of that again – 

“Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor 

men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor 

drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God.” And Paul hits the nail on the head: “That is 

what some of you were!” 

 Yet, how often don’t we show just how much we deserve 

God’s wrath and act like the Simon in the story? I’m guessing, 

even as I just read that list of disqualifications from the kingdom of 

God, you might have been thinking, “well at least that’s not me.” 

Or even if you were realizing that with your sins of thought and 

word you have been some of those – sexually immoral, adulterers, 

idolaters, greedy – even if you realized that, there were probably a 

couple of those sins on that list that jumped out and made you 

think – “now that one is really bad! I don’t do that.” 

 Why is that? It’s because Satan doesn’t tire of using the 

same temptations that he has seen work. This sin of pride and not 

realizing how much one needs forgiveness worked on Simon and 

all too often, it works on us. So all you Simons out there, snap out 

of it.  That’s why we have this account here in His Word, to show 

us where is the love.  It is in the forgiven heart.  Look at what 



Jesus says in verse 47, as he is talking about this woman who was 

treating him like royalty: “ Therefore, I tell you, her many sins 

have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever 

has been forgiven little loves little.” 

Her “great love”, her worshipful treatment of Jesus only 

makes sense because she realized that he loved her more than she 

could ever repay. He was God himself who humbled himself for 

our good, becoming the man she saw before her for one reason – to 

die for us, to take our sins on his shoulders, and suffer and die, to 

forgive us. When we realize that, her gift of that expensive 

perfume totally makes sense. Kissing his dirty feet and wiping 

them with her hair – it’s the least she could do. 

So now bring it back to us today. We know we haven’t 

been forgiven “little”, not by any stretch of the imagination. When 

we consider all the ways we’ve fallen short of perfection, and how 

Jesus has washed all that away – we know we are the ones who 

have been forgiven much. 

So, Jesus says that means we will love much. When we 

realize what he’s done for us, we’ll be eager to give him our best, 

and consider it an honor that he lets us use what he has given us in 

His service. There will be no opportunity to serve him that will 

seem below us or inconvenient or undesirable: “Lord, I’ll wash 

your feet with my hair if you want.”  How much more will we 

thrill to give him not just our expensive jars of perfume in our 

offerings, but our time and talents as well as we volunteer for him, 

as we go out and knock on doors to do what he’s asked us to do, as 

we work to build up and take care of this place where we do His 

work! We who have been forgiven much, let’s love much. 

Because really, when you think about it, that’s what our 

Father in Heaven really wants. This Father’s Day, I think I can 

speak for most dads in saying, “It’s OK.” We don’t need you to 

spend more on us than on mom. Our greatest gift is not in what 

you buy for us. It’s in your love for us, in how you show that love 

for us. It’s in how you live that love for us. It’s in how we see your 

heart in what you do. 

Let’s give that Father’s Day present to our heavenly Father. 

Where’s the love? It flows out of every forgiven heart. May God 

grant that it flows out of ours more and more. 

In Christ, Amen. 


